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PRAYERS- 



Eternal and infinite Jehovah ! Framer of 
our bodies and Father of our spirits ! we adore 
thee as our Father and our God, and the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, — as that 
most high and holy Being, whom angels praise, 
whom dominiohs adore, before whom all pow- 
ers fall down and tremble, and whose excel- 
lent glory cherubim and seraphim proclaim 
forever. On this morning of the day sacred 
to thee, we would come before thee, in the 
name of that Saviour, whose glorious rising 
this day conimemorates. By thy good provi- 
dence we are once more permitted to assem- 
ble in the tranquillity and happiness of th^ 
family circle. Thou hast watched over us 
during the past night, hast spared our lives, 
and made us the monuments of thy preserving 
goodness. And now, pur Father, may we 
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come to thee in the spirit of faith and devotion. 
Save us from the guilt of hollow professions 
and heartless prayers, — and let us not draw 
near unto thee with our lips, while our hearts 
are far from thee. 

We praise thee, God of grace, for all those 
religious blessings, which we are now espe- 
cially called upon most gratefully to remem- 
ber, and for all the holy recollections which 
this day brings to our minds. Glory be to thee, 
Father of mercies, for that Saviour, who tri- 
umphed over the grave and made death his 
captive. We bless thee, that thou, who, in 
times past, didst speak unto the fathers by the 
prophets, hast, in these latter days, spoken 
unto us by thy Son Jesus Christ ; that thou 
hast sent him to go before us in the way of duty 
and of suffering, to be our guide and deliverer, 
to save us from our sins, and to show us the 
way to thy favour, which is life, and thy loving 
kindness, which is better than life. How should 
we adore thy goodness, O God, that when spir- 
itual darkness covered the earth, and mankind 
had wandered far from thee, thou didst stretch 
^forth the arm of thy mercy, mighty to save^ 
and powerful to bless, — and that the Messen- 
ger of thy truth and love appeared, the friend 
of sinners, and the guide to immortality. We 
bless thee^ that though eairtk be a land of dark- 
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ness, and over it be spread the shadow of deatb^ 
yet there is an inheritance of glory reserved 
for thy children in a brighter world, — that 
though we are born to die, yet Christ hath 
taught us, that we~die but to live forever, — 
and through the grave hath opened to us the 
pathway to the mansions of bliss and glory. 
And we pray, O .father, that while we are 
grateful for the Iiigh and rich blessings of the 
Gospel, our hearts may be subdued to its do- 
minion and sanctified by its influences ; that 
we may live in the purity of christian faith, and 
die in the joy of christian hope. 

Father in heaven! we beseech thee to be 
"with us, and bless us this day, and prepare our 
hearts for thy service. O send out thy light 
and thy truth ; let them lead us^, let them bring 
us to thy holy place. In thine earthly temple, 
may we this day meet around thiqe altar, and 
there put away all our earth-born passions, 
our distracting cares, our vain and frivolous 
thoughts, and offer to thee that homage of the 
soul, which thou wilt not despise. May we en- 
ter thy gates with thanksgiving, and thy courts 
with praise, there to pour out our hearts to thee 
in the voice of prayer, and to seek some good 
instruction, some purifying, sanctifying, influ- 
ences from thy holy word. O save us from a 
careless^ formal^ hypocritical wot^Vvv^V ^wv\ 
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when we receive good impressions, let them 
not be as the morning cloud and the early dew. 
We lament before thee, that we have so often 
forgotten thy goodness and violated thy laws, 
and that our souk have been so much estranged 
from thee, and from pure and holy things. We 
pray that this day, and during the whole of our 
lives, we may love thee more and serve thee 
better than ever yet we have done. May we 
leave behind, our follies and our sins, and preiSs 
on toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God, which is in Christ Jesus, our 
Lord. May the virtues and graces of the Gos- 
pel be the ornaments of our lives and charac-' 
ters. May we seek to imitate the example of 
our Saviour, and to transcribe into our own 
souls something of his meekness and humility, 
his fervent piety and patient resignation, his 
enlarged liienevolence, his generous and holy 
zeal in doing good. Knowing that a day is 
coming, in which thou wilt render unto every 
one according to his works, may we be as those 
Vho live for eternity. 

We pray for thy servant, who ministers in 
sacred things to the society, of which we are 
members. Bless his labours in the cause of 
Christ, and make him the instrument of turning 
juBny io righteousness. Let thy blessing rest 
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•on all the ministers of the Gospel ; may they 
be animated, faithful, zealous, and successful 
in the office of imparting and enforcing the 
trutlis, the warnings, and the hopes of our hoty 
religion. We pray that thy presence and bles- 
sing may be with all the assemblies of thy wor- 
shipping people this day, — and may the efficacy 
of thy word be displayed in turning men from 
the error of their ways unto thee, the living 
and true God. Grant, O God, that the king- 
dom of thy Son may be more widely diffused 
and more firmly established, and that all the 
nations of the earth may come to the knowl- 
edge and worship of thee, through Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent. In his name we offer our 
prayer,^ and ascribe unto thee all power and 
glory forever. Amen. 



siriTBAT EVEirziro. 

Father of lights! Eternal God ! At the 
close of this thy holy day, we would assemble 
around the family altar, to remember thy rich 
mercies to us. We would feel sympathy with 
the holy calmness of this hour ; and approach 
thee as becomes those, who have learned of 
Christ ; who have ilrunk deep of the spirit of 
Jesus ; whose communion hath been with God, 
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and who have been called to glory and immor- 
tality. With ready steps and with cheerful 
minds^ have we joined our christian brethren^ 
who keep this day holy to the Lord ; and may 
the affections, which have been -called out by the 
services of this day, now accompany our devo- 
tions, and go with us through the week. 

Father of mercies ! when we hear of thy rich 
provisions for our spiritual welfare, our souls 
would kindle into the highest praise. 

Glory be to thee, that when all flesh had 
corrupted its way, and the world was dead in 
trespasses and sins, without the knowledge of 
thee, thine eye beheld man in pity, and thine 
arm was outstretched for his deliverance. 
Blessed be thy name, that in the fulness of 
time, thou didst send thy well-beloved Son, 
not that he should be the messenger of wo, 
not that he should condemn the world, but 
that the world through him might be saved. 
Glory be to thee, that he is made of God unto 
us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifica- 
tion, and redemption. How do we rejoice in his 
precious discoveries and his heavenly doctrineBj 
in his astonishing works, and his spotless exam- 
ple ! How are we filled with admiration that 
he was made perfect through sufierings ; that 
he humbled himself and became obedient to 
the death of the cross ; that he is set forth to 



be a mercy-seat through faith in him, and tlmt 
he saves us from future misery, by affi>rding 
us the means of escape. Glory be to thee, 
that by his death he has destroyed the terrors 
of the grave ; that he is exalted above princi- 
palities and powers ; that a name is given him 
which is above every name; that he is able to 
save to the uttermost all who come unto thee 
through him, and that he has entered into hea- 
ven as our Captain and Forerunner. 

O God! never can we sufficiently thank 
thee for that bread of life which came down 
from heaven. — Never can we be sufficiently 
grateful to thee, for preparing such a table for 
us in the wilderness of this world. Hungering 
and thirsting afler righteousness, may we be 
satisfied with thy likeness ; and do thou still 
feed us with religious wisdom. As we have 
received the Lord Jesus for our Saviour, O 
help us to walk in him ; to be transformed into 
his image; to be tenderly touched by his suf- 
ferings, and to rely firmly upon his promises. 
May we make his cause our personal concern, 
and. labour to promote it with all our powers. 
Being members of the same spiritual body, 
m.ay we be careful to exercise friendship and 
kindness towards all men ; and help each other, 
to the best of our ability, in the way of eter- 
nal life. 
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We thank thee, that means and opportuni- 
ues are afforded us for strengthening our affec- 
tion to thy Son, and for imbibing his holy 
temper and disposition. We thank thee for 
what our eyes have seen and our ears have 
heard this day. May the religious lessons we 
have received, sink deep into our minds, and 
have an abiding influence on our lives. 

This day reminds us that Jesus Christ burst 
the gates of the grave, and led captivity cap- 
tive. He now lives with thee in heaven. 
grant that we may obtain all the benefits which 
flow from his death, his resurrection, and his 
glory. We presume not to come to thine al- 
tar trusting in our own righteousness, but in 
thine infinite compassion and unmerited kind- 
ness in Jesus Christ. Pardon our sins, ac- 
cording to the gracious covenant thou hast 
made with thy people through him. We de- 
sire to renounce every passion and pursuit, 
inconsistent with thy service, and with the 
gratitude we owe to our great Deliverer. And 
now we implore thy gracious assistance, O 
God, that we may be crucified unto the world, 
and that wc may hereafter live by the faith of 
thy Son, who loved us and gave himself for 
us. In all the circumstances of this mortal 
life, may we tread in his footsteps with increas- 
ing fidelity and delight. Though we see him 
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not, may we rejoice in him t^th joy unspeaka- 
ble and fiill of glory ; and^ at last, receive the 
end of our faith, even the salvation of our souls. 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good ; 
and his mercy endureth forever. 

God of the Sabbath ! we thank thee for sanc- 
tuary privileges. May thy word, preached in its 
purity, bring forth in us the fruits of righteous- 
ness. Bless, with thy choice favour, the minis- 
ters of thy Gospel. May no root of bitterness 
springing up trouble us ; and enable us, whether 
we assemble in thy sanctuary or unite in our fam- 
ilies, to meet together with one accord, to praise 
thee with gladness and singleness of heart, and 
to continue steadfast in brotherly fellowship. 

Heavenly Father! under thy care we are 
always safe. To thee, would we now cheer- 
fully resign ourselves and all we possess. — 
Grant to each of us, what our trials need. Be 
with us in danger; and may we yet be spared 
to be useful in the world. We offer our prayers 
through the Son of thy love, ascribing to thee 
praises everlasting. Amen. 



22 



asovBAT asoRHZva. 

Almighty and most merciful God! Maker 
of all worlds ! Judge of men ! Thy name is 
excellent in all the earth ; and thy glory is above 
the stars. Thou inhabitest eternity, and dwell- 
est in light, which no man can approach. 

We thy dependent and sinful creatures would 
bow before thee, acknowledging how unworthy 
we are to appear in thy presence, or to lift up 
so much as an eye to those holy heavens, where 
thou dwellest. O Lord ! though we are thus 
unworthy to presume on thy favour, yet, so 
great and condescending is thy goodness, as to 
encourage our addresses to thee, by many gra- 
cious promises of thy love and acceptance. 
With humble confidence, then, would we ap- 
proach thy throne of grace, beseeching thee, 
in the name of Jesus thy beloved Son, to be 
merciful to us and forgive us according to 
thine abundant goodness. 

We acknowledge, O Father, that we hav« 
acted foolishly and wickedly, by doin^ those 
things which thou hast forbidden, and by neg- 
lecting to do those things, which thou hast 
commanded: O let that divine mercy, which 
has spared us so long, lead us to repentanccf, 
that we may forsake our evil ways, and turft 
unto thee, the Lord our God. 
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Give us grace, we beseech thee, seriously 
to consider the great work we have to do, and 
the uncertainty of thd time in which we must 
perform it 5 so that we may not foolishly con- 
sume our days in vanity and indolence ; in the 
gratification of corrupt desires and empty wish- 
es. Grant us aid to lay aside every weight and 
the sin that doth so easily beset us ; and may 
we run, with patience and perseverance, tbe 
race laid out for us, looking unto Jesus. 

Gracious God ! Thou hast mercy in all thy 
ways, and desirest not the death of sinners, but 
rather that they should turn from their ways 
and live; look in pity upon us, and, through a 
Redeemer, enable us to conquer every evil 
habit and surmount every temptation. Look 
with thy favour upon our remaining part of 
life ; grant, if it please thee, that the days, few 
or many, which thou shalt yet allow us, may 
jpass in reasonable trust, in holy fear, and ar- 
dent love. Strengthen our good purposes till 
they shall produce lives pleasing to thee. En- 
able us so to shun sloth and negligence, that 
every day may discharge part of the duties thou 
hast allotted us : and wilt thou, O Lord, fur- 
ther with thy help that labour, which, without 
thy help, must be ineffectual. Enlighten us 
wifh"~divine knowledge ; animate us with hea- 
venly hope ; comfort us in thy love^ and aid us 
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in all our' good resolutions; so that we, who 
have been created by thy power, and sustained 
by thy providence, may live to answer the high 
purposes of our being. Let us not be spared 
to add wickedness to wickedness ; but to expe- 
rience thy favour, which is life, and thy loving 
kindness, which is better than life. 

We are now to begin another term of duty j 
Wilt thou, O God, be with us. May our in- 
crease of days produce increase of grace : and 
as thy bounties are multiplying upon us, may 

we_^return thee the offering of holy lives. 

# 

Father of mercies ! thou hast defended us 
through another night, and bestowed on us 
another morning. We desire to dedicate to 
thee those lives thou art sparing. Give us 
wisdom, that we may know thee ; sanctify our 
affections, that we may love thee ; put thy fear 
into our hearts, that we may dread to olSend 
thee, and grant that in the conclusion of the 
day we may be able to review our conduct 
with increasing satisfaction, and have our hope 
in thy mercy still more established. 

These our petitions we would offer through 
the Son of thy love, our Intercessor at thy 
right hand; while we ascribe to theci praises 
everlasting. Amen. 
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asovBAT xnrsirziro. 

Almighty and most merciful God ! who 
art infinitely exalted above every other being ! 
look down in mercy upon thy needy and de- 
pendent children, who, at the close of the day, 
have collected around the family altar, with 
the sacrifice of prayer and thanksgiving. The 
faculties, with which we worship thee, are thy 
gift ; and of thee are all things. We approach 
thee with the persuasion,- that no tribute from 
mortals can add to thy happiness, or to thy 
glory. But we rejoice, that though thou art too 
great to need our ofierings, thou art too good to 
despise or disregard them. We rejoice, that, 
whilst thou art superintending the concerns of 
the universe, thou lendest an attentive ear to 
the voice of our supplications. We bless thee 
for assuring us that thou art our Father. 

Thy paternal care and goodness are con- 
spicuous in our creation, our safety and our 
blessings. We would remember with grati- 
tude, that thy favours have not been limited to 
this world ; but that thou art training us Tip, 
by thy grace and care, for everlasting life. 
We thank thee for the instructions arid exam- 
ples of the wise and good, and for every oppor- 
tunity of cultivating knowledge and virtue. 
Yet most of all, we praise and magnify thee, 

3 
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for the rich display of thy love in the mani 
tation of thy Son^ Jesus Christ. With 
feigned gratitude we acknowledge, that by 
thou hast given us thy heavenly truth to 
lighten our minds and sanctify our hearts ; 
that in this life thou hast set before us a m< 
of the most exalted goodness to encourage 
animate our endeavours to serve thee, 
bless thee for the promises of mercy and 
giveness, and for the hopes of immortal 
which are confirmed to us in his Gospel, 
rejoice that afler he had suffered death u 
the cross for the reconciliation of us to tl 
he was raised by thy mighty power from 
grave, becoming the Author of eternal sa 
tion to all who obey him. 

But while we bless thee, O Father, for 
goodness ; we would, with shame and coi 
sion of face, think of our ingratitude, 
lament that we have not duly hearkened to 
word ; nor been sensible of thy great cleme 
and love. We have neglected the governrc 
of our thoughts, and the direction of our Ir 
We have permitted temptation to renew 
strength upon us ; and have exposed oursel 
to thy righteous displeasure. 

Parent of mercies ! will it please thei 
hear us through Jesus thy well beloved Si 
and through him blot out our sins and remi 
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ber them no more against us. Enable us here- 
after to serve thee with fiUal love and holy fear. 
May we now determine to devote to thee the 
remainder of the lives thou art sparing. O 
God ! accept, defend, and sanctify us. What 
we know not, teach thou us. Whatever in us 
is evil, dispose and enable us to reform. What- 
ever in us is good, assist us to carry forward 
to perfection. Forgive our sins ; pardon our 
ignorance. In thy great mercy, grant us such 
things as shall be good for us, though we may 
neglect to pray for them ; and deny us such 
things as would be hurtful to us, though we 
should earnestly desire them. Help us to walk 
as in thy sacred presence, and to live as those 
who look forward to a day of inquiry. 

God of the nations ! bless the land in which 
we live. Give success, we pray thee, to the 
lawful and virtuous labour of its inhabitants ; 
provide the necessary supplies for all their 
wants ; and may public happiness be establish- 
ed on the lasting basis of public virtue. May 
war forever cease through the earth, and thy 
kingdom come and thy will be done. 

In the spirit of charity we would commend 
all our brethren to thee ; and may thy salvation 
visit them. God of the night, and of the day ! 
we resign ourselves to thy watchful providence 
during the coming hours of rest. When wo 
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are unprotected, wilt thou protect us ; and to 
thee who hast created us, to thee who hast re- 
deemed us, to thee who art sanctifying the 
hearts of thy faithful servants, be honour and 
priory everlasting, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



TirBSBAT aso&mva. 

O Lord, our heavenly Father ! the great 
Source of life, the benevolent Power, in whom 
are all our springs of comfort and happiness ! 
Thou art good and doest good continually ; thy 
tender mercies are over all thy works. Our 
voice sh^lt thou hear in the morning, O Lord ! 
in the morning will we direct our prayer unto 
thee, and look up. 

To whom should we look up with sentiments 
of gratitude at the beginning of every day, but 
to thee, whose care has protected us through 
the hours of darkness ; whose goodness hath 
refreshed us with sleep ? To whom, in our 
ignorance of what a day may bring forth, should 
we direct our prayers, with sentiments of trust 
in a paternal providence, and with mutual soli- 
citude for each other's virtue and happiness, 
but to thee, our eternal Refuge, whose mercies 
toward us are great and constant 1 Hear most 
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gracious God, these our united prayers and 
thanksgivings, which the goodness we have 
tasted, and thy grace in Jesus Christ, encour- 
age us to pour out before thee. It is our first^ 
and may it ever be our earnest desire, to enter 
on the employments, and meet the events of 
every day, with a deep sense of the importance 
of religion. Dispose us. Father of our spirits, 
amidst all the cares and business of this life, 
to regard the salvation of our souls as the one 
thing needful. Make us a family of sincere 
Christians ; render our habitation a holy sanc- 
tuary, the residence of piety and christian know- 
ledge. Let every heart be an altar to thee. May 
the religion of Christ, possessing our wills and 
pervading our affections, become a bond of 
union, the spring of every virtue, the animat- 
ing motive to every duty, a support under every 
trial, and the pledge of thy continued favour 
and everlasting love. 

O Lord most holy ! what we ask for our- 
selves, we desire for others. Increase the num- 
ber of those who serve thee with holy joy, and 
with a christian life. Multiply the triumphs of 
truth over error ; of the filial spirit of love, over 
gloomy fears. In all the habitations of men, 
from the rising of the sun to the going down 
thereof, may the incense of acceptable praise, 
and the pure offering of virtuous lives be pre- 
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rented linto thee. Endue those who are ap' 
pointed to rule over their fellow men, with 
superiour wisdom and benevolence. Inspire 
all instructors of youth, and all teachers of re* 
ligion, with an ardent concern to promote the 
greatest welfare of those for whom they labour. 
Incline the young, O God, to cultivate a sober 
mind; to remember the;^ their. Creator, B^- 
deemer and Judge ; and to acquire those heiflite. 
which shall secure their present usefulness and 
future peace. Lead those in the middle of life, 
to labour, while it is day, in thy service and for 
the benefit of their fellow men, before the night 
cometli. Support thine aged servants under 
all their infirmities, and help them by their ex- 
ample to convince the rising generation, that 
religion has power to shed comfort upon the 
decline of life, and to smooth the passage to 
the tomb. 

In the arms of faith and prayer we would 
commend to thee the sick and the afflicted, and 
wilt thou be very near and gracious to them in 
weakness and trouble. May thy blessing be 
upon all our families. Grant that parents may 
be duly impressed with the high and solemn 
trust committed to their charge; and see that 
they set before their children examples, which 
they can follow with safety ,• and, when they 
die, leave behind thorn characters, which may 
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be remembered with love and veneration. And 
may children be mindful of how much they owe 
to their parents ; and be induced to do all in 
their power to promote their happiness. O God, 
grant that all, whether as parents or children, 
as masters -or servants, as members of fam- 
ilies, or as citizens of the state, may discharge 
their obligations with diligence, fidelity, and 
^eal. In every situation, may it be our chief 
care to do justly, to love mercy, and walk hum- 
bly before thee, our God. 

In the name of our Redeemer we offer our 
prayer ; and in liim, the Resurrection and the 
Ijife, we look forward to a better and happier 
world, to which wilt thou at last receive us; 
and to thee shall be rendered ceaseless praises. 
Amen. 



TUSSDA7 EVssriirG. 

O THOU, who art over all? King of kings, 
Lord of lords ! Creator and Preserver of all 
beings ! Thou didst speak, and the world was 
made ; thy providence supports the works of 
4,hy hands, and the happiness of thy creatures 
is thy constant care. 

We rejoice in the assurance, that thou wilt 
hear us when we pray ;. and that thou takest 
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pleasure in those who come unto thee through 
faith in Jesus Christ. As his disciples. Holy 
Father, we now come before thee, and through 
him implore thee to hear us in heaven, thy holy 
habitation, and when thou hearest, forgive. 

With hearts truly moved with a sense of thy 
great goodness ; with views such as they should 
have, who experience thy constant bounty and 
sustaining care, would we bow before thee in 
our devotions. Lift upon us, O Lord, the light 
of thy countenance, and give us peace. O let 
not our iniquities stand between thee and us j 
but, by the assistance of thy grace, make us 
such as thou wouldst have us to be. What in 
us is dark, wilt thou illumine ; what is weak, 
wilt thou strengthen ; what is erroneous, wilt 
thou correct ; and what is low, wilt thou raise 
and support. Gracious God ! our hope is in 
thee. To thee would we now surrender every 
thing. To thee we would give up ourselves, 
our relations, our friends, our all, — all that we 
possess, and all that we expect. Dispose of us 
as shall seem to thee fit. O Lord ! may we be 
wholly and forever thine. O claim us as thy 
right ; keep us as thy charge ; love us as thy 
children ; defend us when we are in danger ; 
heal us when we are wounded ; revive us when 
we are fainting ; and raise us when wo fall. — 
We thank thee, Giver of every good, for spar- 
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ing us so long, and granting us so much. We 
would see the exhibitions of thy kindness, in 
our creation and safety ; in our being bom in 
a land where the glad news of salvation by a 
Redeemer is preached. We would see thee, 
in our nature and condition ; in the structure 
and formation of our bodies ; in the nobler fac- 
ulties of our minds ; in the exercise of reason ; 
in the intimations of conscience ; in the affec- 
tions we cherish ; in the sympathies we feel ; and 
in the means of grace and the hopes of glory. 

O that men would praise the Lord for his 
goodness, and for his wonderful works to the 
children of men ! 

To thee, O Heavenly Parent, we owe it that 
we were not deserted in helpless infancy ; and 
to thee we owe exemption from wliat our in- 
gratitude deserves. Thou hast been kind to 
us, though we have been unthankful. To thee 
we owe our strength, our health, and our family 
blessings. To thy mercy we owe it, that we 
are not in great affliction, or languishing on the 
bed of sickness, or groaning under the sharpest 
pains, or pining in want. May we ever ac- 
knowledge thee, with sincere gratitude, in thy 
bounty that cheers, in thy wisdom that directs, 
in thy truth that enliglitens, in thy power that 
sustains, and in thy mercy that forgives us. O 
God, may we see thee as thou art, and where 
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thou art. May we ever remember that we pass 
our lives in thy constant presence, and that 
death resigns us to thy gracious disposal. Con-> 
vince us, O God, that it is more solemn to live 
than to die ; since our condition in an eternal 
world is suspended on the characters we form 
here. O may our lamps be trimmed and burn- 
ing, and we be like those, who arc waiting for 

the coming of their Lord. 

* 

Our Preserver and Benefactor ! while wc 
thank thee for thy good providence over us 
through this day, we would give ourselves to 
thy paternal care through this night. Make not 
our beds our graves ; but give us quiet and re- 
freshing sleep, and enable us to see the light of 
another day, prepared for its duties ; and to thee 
shall be the glory and praise forever, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



WBDirssDAT Bsoairiiro. 

Glory and honour be unto thee, the King 
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God! 
who fillest the heavens and the earth with thy 
presence and thy love ! Glory and honour be 
unto thec^ the Father and Friend of man ! who 
hast formed us after thine own image, made 
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US intelligent, free, and immortal, and raised 
us to the dignity of thy children and thy wor- 
shippers. Thou hast bestowed on us another 
day ; and art inducing us, by thy multiplying 
favours, to prepare for higher satisfactions than 
this world can offer. 

Adoration and praise be unto thee, the 
Father of compassion and God of grace ! that 
thou hast pitied thy sinful and erring creatures, 
and given us a Redeemer, who is made able 
to save to the uttermost. By the doctrines, 
the death, and the resurrection of thy Son, 
thou hast revealed to us thy character and will ; 
conferred on us the strongest assurance and 
pledge of thy mercy ; enriched us with com- 
fort under all our trials and distresses ; en- 
couraged and enabled us to prove faithful to 
duty ; delivered us from the fear of death and 
hell ; and set before us the path of life, which 
leads to endless pleasures at thy right hand. 

O God ! how shall we express thy goodness ; 
how shall we estimate thy grace ? We are 
filled with amazement, when we recollect, that 
though thou art infinitely exalted, thou deignest 
to exercise such condescension and clemency 
towards us. To thee our homage, our affec- 
tion, our all, are due. 

Merciful Parent of the human family ! en- 
able us to live under an habitual sense of the 
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relation we sustain towards thee. O may t 
impression of thy greatness inspire us withi 
Terence, and the remembrance of thy mer 
lead us to consecrate our bodies and our soi 
as a living sacrifice unto thee. May a che< 
ful and constant obedience ever prove o 
gratitude, and a patient submission, under o 
afflictions, ever evince our trust. May ^ 
more and more rejoice in Jesus Christ as t 
Captain of our salvation ; open our hearts 
all his discoveries and commandments ; ma 
them the only rule of our faith, and practic 
aim continually at an increasing resemblan 
of his divine virtues ; and rely with unshah 
confidence upon the precious promises that 
has sealed with his blood. By the influen 
of his holy Gospel, may we pass, with usefi 
ness and comfort through all the vicissitud 
of this transitory state, and become qualifi 
for an entrance into that world, where all ] 
followers shall be happy with him forever. 

God of the whole earth ! may the religion 
thy Son rule and sanctify the world. M 
wars and fightings cease from among men, a 
the arts of peace be multiplied. Bless, wc f< 
vently pray thee, our land. May our ruU 
rule in thy fear, and for the general welfai 
May our people lead quiet and peaceable liv 
in all godliness and honesty. Vouchsafe 
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ireserve to us our civil and religious rights ; 
o protect us from the horrors of war 5 to bless 
IS with healthy and fruitful seasons^ and to 
prosper our agriculture, commerce, and man- 
ifactures. 

Our father who art in heaven ! Thou hast 
carried us so far through our journey of life ; 
Ne now ask thy presence and protection, dur- 
ng this day. Make us industrious, and use- 
!ul, and happy. Be our God in life, our hope 
tn death, and our everlasting portion. 

We offer this our morning service, in the 
name and as disciples of thy Son, through 
whom to thee be all honour and glory forever. 
A.men. 



Almighty and eternal God! In thy hand 
our times are, and with thee is the number of 
our months. Having experienced fresh proofs 
of thy care and bounty, we would at the close 
of this day kneel before thee in supplication ; 
and before we compose our bodies to sleep, 
would take a few moments from weariness to 
lift our thoughts to thy perfections, and send 

up our requests to thy throne of mercy. How 

4 
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grateful should wo feel, that there is one above 
us, who will hear our prayers, and who can do 
for us more than we can do for ourselves. O 
God ! without thy grace all wisdom is folly^ 
and without thy help all efforts are vain. Thou 
hast been doing good to us continually. But 
alas ! how often have we been unmindful of 
our dependance ; how often have we permitted 
unsubdued passions to lead . us from thee and 
duty ; how often have we forgotten tliat we pro- 
fess to be followers of the humble Jesus ! Our 
God and Father ! conscious of our errours and 
sins, we most anxiously supplicate thy grace 
and pardon. Through Jesus Christ be merci- 
ful to us sinners ; and hereafter so discipline 
us, that we may be duly sensible that we are 
pensioners on thy bounty and dependant on thy 
power. O suffer us not to make shipwreck of 
our best hopes, through ambition or vanity; 
but wilt thou keep our eyes from tears, our feet 
from falling, and our souls from death. Enable 
us so to govern our bodily appetites, that they 
may answer the useful ends for which thou 
didst implant them in our nature. Enable us 
to know ourselves, in order that we may erad- 
icate our evil propensities, before they shall 
have gained a dangerous strength. To this end 
,. we pray for that effectual faith in Jesus Christy 
which works by love and purifies the heart? 
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which is a shield in every temptation, a guide 
in every duty, and a solace in every trouble. O 
may the true spirit of Jesus dwell in our souls, 
and the pov^er of religion be experienced in our 
hearts. Grant us a more devoted love towards 
thee, and more genuine charity towards our 
fellow men. May we be Christians in spirit 
and in deed. Enable us to exa*cise that godly 
sorrow for our sins, which worketh repentance 
unto life, and may we place the Lord always 
before us. Grant unto us more fidelity and zeal; 
more kindness and love ; more compassionate 
feelings and more benevolent affections ; more 
virtuous sympathies and a more devotional spir- 
it. Lead us therefore to search the Scriptures 
dmly, to study the oracles of divine truth with 
that seriousness and self-application which shall 
completely imbue our souls with the piety and 
purity which pervade them. Give to our under- 
standings spiritual light. O thou Fountain of 
knowledge ! give us wisdom, the assistant of 
thy deats ; send her from thy holy heavens, from 
the throne of thy greatness, that she may be 
present with us, and labour with us, and teach 
us what is acceptable to thee ; throw not a cloud 
over our prospects, but give us hopes full of im- 
mortality. May we look beyond the perplexities 
of an earthly course to a higher portion and a 
better happiness than the world can give* 



And now, O Holy Father, would we close 
our prayers, imploring, with renewed earnests 
ness, thy providential direction in all our ways; 
kind deliverance from trouble ; abundant spir- 
itual blessings for ourselves and others ; gra- 
cious forgiveness of our manifold sins ; more 
inward peace and satisfaction ; greater progress 
in holiness ; firmer establishment in every good 
word and work ; and above all, a reception at 
death into thine hands, and a full admission at 
last to eternal glory. 

These we ask, in his name in whom thou hast 
promised to hear us always ; and through him 
wilt thou accept us now and ever. Amen. 



TBuntsDAir BcoairzirG. 

O THOU, who art the Rewarder of all those 
that diUgently seek thee ! Merciful God, re- 
ceive, with thy gracious audience, the prayers 
and praises of thy children. 

We adore thee as the greatest and best of 
Beings, the Source of all power, wisdom, good- 
ness and hope. Without thee we can do noth- 
ing ; and on thee we depend from day to day. 
Thine energy sustains, thy presence animates, 
thy gracious influence blesses the universe. 
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Our ways and purposes are exposed to thine 
inspection ; our joys and sorrows are dispensed 
by thy providence. Thy mercy has given us a 
Redeemer and Guide; and thy undeserved love 
adds to our days and satisfactions, that we may 
be drawn to devote our hearts to thy service. 

Receive our thanks, great God, for our being, 
our reason, our health, our friends, our food 
and raiment, and all the other comforts and 
conveniences of life. Most of all we thank 
thee for sending thy Son to save us from the 
consequences of sin and death, by raising us 
to faith, to purity and holiness. We rejoice 
that we are adopted, by Christianity, into the 
family of heaven, and are all enabled to cry 
Abba, Father. While we live on the earth, 
we pray that we may all be of one mind, love 
as brethren, and live in peace ; that thou, the 
God of peace and love, mayest be with us. 

But, O Lord ! we lament the sins that sep- 
arate us from thee, our Father. We are diso- 
bedient children, and have not done those things 
which thou hast required as our duty. We have 
wasted much time, abused many privileges, and 
omitted to pray to thee in the spirit of Christ. 
O God ! how shall we stand before thee, who 
knowest all our sins of ignorance and presump* 
tion 1 We will come in the name of Jesus, our 
Mediator, and throw ourselves upon thine infi^- 

4* 
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nite mercy, entreating thee to make U8 truly 
penitent, that we may be forgiven. May the 
fetters of sin be broken, and we be visited by 
the hberty, wherewith Christ makes us free. 

May we each one of us do all in our power 
to advance thy glory, by advancing the good 
of our fellow men. May parents rightly esti- 
mate the talents put into their hands. In the : 
momentous work of education, may they teach J 
their children ta view thee aa^ a kind and watch* 1 
ful Father, who is able and willing to do more 
for them than any earthly parent. Forbid that 
they should ever forget, that their offspring be- 
long to thee ; and that, if, through their crimi- 
nal neglect or bad example, thy moral creatures^ 
suffer, thou writ require them at their hands* 
Grant them ability to strengthen every intel- 
lectual power and moral faculty, and give thei 
wisdom to direct each to its proper object, 
may parents impart to their children such viewt^ 
of thee, of Jesus Christ, and of duty, that, a^ 
they increase in age, they may increase in fa- 
vour with God and man. And may children 
remember their solemn obligations to their pa- 
rents, and do all in their power to gratify and 
assist them. May they recollect how many 
anxious hours have been passed for them ; and 
be induced to make returns, by pure, industri- 
ous and good lives. 
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God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christy 
may thy rich blessing rest upon the ministers 
of religion. Give them, we beseech thee, a 
large measrure of the spirit of thy Son ; the 
spirit of understanding and wisdom ; the spirit 
of piety and virtue ; the spirit of benevolence 
and charity. Replenish them with an enlight- 
ened and active zeal for the happiness of their 
brethren. Help them, to shine as lights in the 
world ; to be exemplary in their families ; ex-^ 
emplary in their public walk, and exemplary 
in the performance of every christian office. 
While they study to approve themselves to 
thee, may they be honoured and * esteemed by 
those for whom they labour, and rejoice in the 
^issurance that their work is not in vain in the 
Xiord. And, finally grant, that they and we 
l)eing built upon the foundation of the apostles 
md prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone, may become an holy temple 
unto thee. 

Hear us, O God, of tWne infinite mercy, in 
these our petitions, which we ofier up in the 
name of thy Son ; and thine be aU the glory 
and praise now and evermore. Atneri. 
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TBVB8DA7 BVBVZVO. 

O THOU whose name alone is Jehovah ! who 
art the Most High over all the earth t King of 
kings and Lord of lords — to whom the world 
owes its being and support ! In compliance 
with thy gracious invitation, we would come 
to thee with our wants, and express to thee our 
gratitude. We would raise our affections 
thee, in humble trust and supreme veneratii 
The heavens are thy throne ; the earth is thy^ 
footstool. Honour and majesty are before thee. 
Powerful is thine arm ; unsearchable are thy 
judgments ; righteous is thy reign, and with 
thee there is no respect of persons. Thy dis- 
pleasure is revealed against all ungodliness and 
wickedness ; thy mercy is sure to the humble 
and penitent ; thy counsels are counsels of 
peace, and thy chastisements are chastisements 
of love. We address ourselves to thee, as 
creatures who cannot exist without thy sup-* 
port, who cannot be happy without thy bless- 
ing. We thank thee for all those satisfactions 
and comforts, which have sustained, cheered, 
and gladdened us in every stage of our pil- 
grimage. O God ! we would most devoutly 
thank thee, that we were made with capacities 
to know and love thee forever. In an especial 
manner, we bless thee for the divine mission of 



45 

tby Son ; for redemption through him, even the 
remission of sins ; for the possession of his glo- 
rious Gospel ; for the privilege of freely inquir- 
ing into its meaning, and for the liberty of 
openly professing our faith. 

What continual gratitude is due to thee, that 
his doctrines clearly enlighten the human mind ; 
I that his precepts plainly point out the path of 
LStaty ; that his example incites and encourages 
Pmir works of love ; Uiat his death speaks peace 
r and joy to the upright believer ; that his resur- 
rection from the grave establishes our confi- 
' dence in him, as our Saviour and Redeemer ; 
and that his ascension to glory enlivens our 
best and dearest hopes. — But, O Father, we 
lament our lukewarmness, our disobedience, 
aind our ingratitude. We are sinful and weak 
and erring. Cast us not ofi^ we beseech thee^ 
but give us grace hereafter to use faithfully the 
talents we possess, and to act worthily of our 
holy vocation. We ask for christian faith and 
christian piety. Help us to shun all presump* 
tion, and to maintain a humble mind. Pre- 
serve us from those prejudices, which pervert 
the judgment ; from those passions, which de- 
base the understanding ; from those mistakes, 
which weaken the principles of christian vir- 
tue ; and from those superstitious fears, which 
betray men into unworthy conceptions of thee. 
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Holy Father ! assist us to know thee more 
and more continually ; to understand thy will 
in our exalted destination ; to make thee the 
object of our highest confidence and joy ; to 
love thee with all our souls, and to walk ac- 
cording to all thy holy commandments. 

Assist us to learn more of that Saviour, who 
was meek and lowly in heart ; help us to take 
his yoke upon us, and find his promised rest 
and peace. Let our faith in him grow stronger 
and more efficacious, and the same mind be in 
us, which was in him. May his Gospel be com- 
pletely successful in correcting our errours; in 
forming within us the divine graces of the chris- 
tian character ; in supporting us under the af- 
flictions of this transitory life, and in preparing 
us for the glory which is about to be revealed. 
Having lived as his true followers, may the re- 
membrance of his crucifixion and triumph ban- 
ish every fear from our bosoms in the hour of 
death. And in the day of judgment, may thy 
grace give us the portion of those to whom the 
Saviour will say — Come, ye blessed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. 

O thou, our Great Preserver ! We would, 
at the close of another day, call on thee with 
sentiments of religious gratitude for the many 
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tokens of thy past care, humbly imploring thee 
to keep us this night under thy watchful eye, 
«id, if consistent with thy will and our best 
good, permit us to see the light of another day; 
and to thee, the author of all our mercies, shall 
be glory, honour and dominion forever, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



O THOU who saidst — Let there be light; and 
there was light ! Infinite Jehovah ! thy hand 
laid the foundations of the earth, and stretched 
forth the expanse of- heaven. How wonderful 
and majestic are the exhibitions of thy power ! 
But how infinitely superior art thou, the great 
Creator of all things. Thou rulest with an 
uncontroulable sway ; and all things are open 
to thine inspection and subject to thy will. 
Thou increasest the nations, and thou destroy- 
est them. Thou killest and thou makest alive. 
Thou woundest and thou healest. Thou bring- 
est low and raisest up. Thou art God alone. 
Thou makest spirits thine angels, and flames 
of fire thy ministers. By thine appointment, 
seed-time and harvest, summer and winter, day 
and night, do not cease. The laws of nature 
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are thy continued agency, and all their effects 
are the dispensations of thy providence. 

With the opening day we would come to 
[N-esent to our heavenly protector the tribute of 
thanksgiving. During the defenceless hours of 
sleep, thine eye hath watched over us, as though 
we were the only objects of thy care. Thy 
presence hath been the presence of a Father. 

While we rejoice in the light which renews 
the face of nature, what thanks do we not owe 
thee, the God of nature and grace, that th^ 
dayspring from on high hath visited us ! that 
the sun of righteousness hath risen upon us, 
with healing under his wings, to give light to 
them that sat in darkness and the shadow of 
death, and to guide our feet into the way of 
peace. 

Heavenly Father ! we lament the many un- 
worthy returns we have made for thy great and 
undeserved goodness. When we review our 
past lives, and compare our conduct with the 
requisitions of thy holy laws, we find abun- 
dant reason for humiliation. We lament the 
wanderings of our minds, the coldness of our 
affections, and the languor of our prayers. We 
deeply lament that we know so little of reli- 
gion, andjfeel so little of its power. O God ! 
give us the comfort of thy pardoning love, that 
we may have hope. Make thyself known to us 
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in our moral restoration : and grant, that here- - 
after we may have the supreme love of thee in 
our souls, a lively faith in thy Son, a pure chris- 
tian benevolence to our fellow men, and in all 
our actions, the spirit of that law, which re- 
quires doing to others, as we wish others should 
do to us. 

In our daily intercourse with each other, 
may we obey the laws of equity and kindness. 
May we be honest and just in our dealings ; 
courteous and gentle in our conversation ; ten- 
der of the reputation of our neighbour ; candid 
to each other's frailties and infirmities ; kind 
and compassionate to the needy and the afflict- 
ed ; grateful to our friends and benefactors ; 
generous and forgiving to our enemies ; and 
eharitable to all men. 

Grant, O God, that we may be discreet in 
ordering our affairs ; industrious in performing 
the business of our stations ; moderate in our 
desires, and temperate in our pleasures ; and, 
at all times, heartily disposed to every good 
word and work ; that by patient continuance 
in well-doing, we may seek for glory, honour, 
and immortality. 

Bless each one of us now before thee ; and 
let the voice of joy, health, and safety, ever be 
heard in our dwelling : make our walls salva- 
tion^ and our gates praise. M^^ 'we V^^^fexsv-. 
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ily to serve thee. Enable us to distinguish 
things that differ, and to approve such as are 
excellent. Let neither poverty nor riches es- 
trange our hearts from true religion. What 
we need wilt thou grant us, and what we pos- 
sess wilt thou aid us to use aright. Let not 
praise fill us with pride, or censure with discon- 
tent. Impious would it be for us to prescribe 
to thee, the manner in which thou shouldst reg- 
ulate our lot. But, O God, however thou shalt 
deal with us, give us we beseech thee, that 
holiness without which no man can see the 
Lord. 

Aid us. Holy Father, in the duties of this 
day. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the pow- 
er, and the glory forever. Amen. 



razDAT BVBirzirG. 

Supremely great and glorious Lord our 
God! Thou makest darkness thy pavilion 
round about thee. Thou art a Being whom 
no mortal eye can see, and live. O let it please 
thee to give us right views of thine existenciB, 
agency, and perfections ; knowmg, that no dis- 
tance of place can remove us from thy presence. 
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no length of time erase us from thy memory, 
no clouds of darkness veil us from thy view. 
May the solemn thought, that thou art with us 
wherever we are, sink deep into our minds, and 
have a practical influence on our lives. 

Having this day united to partake of thy 
bounty, we would now unite to render thee 
our thanks. Blessed be God who daily load- 
eth us with his benefits, and giveth us all things 
richly to enjoy. We thank thee that the lines 
have fallen to us in pleasant places, and we 
enjoy a goodly heritage. Thou hast admitted 
us to the privileges of children ; and while we 
live, we would celebrate thy praise. We would 
do thy will with increase fidelity, and bear 
thine appointments with entire resignation. 

O God of wisdom ! teach us the knowledge 
of ourselves. May we keep our hearts with 
all diligence, and amidst the trials of this world, 
maintain a constant habit of self-government. 
In prosperity, may we be humble^ temperate, 
and charitable, remembering we are men ; in 
adversity may we be patient, and wholly re- 
signed to thine unerring providence. Save us, 
O gracious God, from anger and malice; from 
pride and presumption ; and from the fatal influ- 
ence of seductive examples. Give us prudence 
to direct our affairs ; resolution to preserve our 
innocence ; and wisdom to retain out vwl^^xVoj . 
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But especially we pray thee to revive in us the^ 
spirit of true religion. O revive an ardent zeal 
for thy glory, for the spread of truth, and for 
the practice of righteousness. May the entire 
and cheerful obedience of our lives praise thee. 
Prepare us for the scenes we are to meet in 
life ; and when we shall have answered the pur- 
poses of thy wisdom and goodness here, grant 
us admission to that state, where we may see 
the sublimity of thy designs, and the wisdom of 
the means by which they are accomplished. 

O God of the spirits of all flesh ! hear our 
petitions for our brethren of thy family. As 
they are beloved and cherished by thee, may 
they be so by us. May we be enabled to light- 
en their burdens ; to remove from their path the 
stone of stumbling ; to befriend their good un- 
dertakings, and to unite them more closely to 
each other. 

Reform the sad errours of the christian world. 
Grant that the worship of thee, O Father, in 
spirit and in truth, established by Jesus Christ, 
may every where prevail, that thy moral laws 
may not be rendered ineffectual by false notions 
of religion, nor the progress of the Gospel be 
obstructed by the wicked lives of those who 
profess it. Put an end to all usurpation over 
the judgments and consciences of mankind ; 
and give us the gospel charity toward all, who, 
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in sincerity, differ from us in opinion. Bless, 
O Godj the means of education ; and strengthen 
the hand that is extended to support learning. 
Send forth thy light and truth through the whole 
earth ; so that christian temples may be raised 
to thee in every land, and the incense of pure 
worship ascend from pious hearts, in every re- 
gion. Smile upon our land and direct our 
rulers. — Bless the ministers of religion, and 
the people committed to their charge. — We 
would sympathize with those in sorrow and 
pain ; and may the interruption of their tempo- 
ral enjoyments be abundantly compensated by 
their spiritual improvement. — Comfort those 
who mourn, and plead the cause of the orphan, 
the widow, and the friendless. Be thou the 
guide of the young, the support of the aged, 
and all that to thy creatures, which their sev- 
eral wants require. 

Gracious Giver of every good ! we thank thee 
for the salvation of the day past. Another step 
is taken in the journey of life ; and as our days 
speed their flight, grant that we may number 
them so as to apply our hearts to religious wis- 
dom. Be thou our guide and defence through 
all the changes of time and nature ; and at last 
receive us to thyself in glory, through Jesus 
Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

5* 
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SATVADA7 SSOBmirG. 

O THOU9 whose name alone is Jehovah ! who 
art the Most High over all the earth ! Who is 
a God like unto thee, glorious in holiness, do- 
ing wonders ? Who, by searching, can find 
out God ? Who can find out the Almighty 
unto perfection ? O Lord ! there is none great 
but thee ! Who shall number the ages of thine 
eternity; or describe the brightness of thy glory; 
or define the limits of thy power ; or enumerate 
the treasures of thy goodness ; or fathom the 
depths of thy wisdom ; or estimate the riches 
of thy grace ? Such knowledge is too won- 
derful for us ! With profound veneration we 
would adore the Being we cannot comprehend. 
From thee, who livest forever and ever, we, 
who are but of yesterday, would ask protection 
and guidance. We would rejoice that thy pow- 
er is constantly directed by unerring wisdom 
and exerted in effecting the purposes of thy 
boundless love. We, this moment, stand the 
monuments of thy sustaining care ; for we have 
again been raised from the insensibility of sleep, 
to a conscious existence. We are before thee 
now, to render our thanksgivings as the disci- 
ples of Jesus Christ. To thee our spirits would 
ascend in the prayer of faith. Heavenly Fa-* 
iher ! we acknowledge with gratitude the daily 
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bounties of thy providence ; our temporal fa- 
voifrs; our spiritual privileges; our private 
mercies, and the share we have had in public 
blessings. O may we show our thankfulness 
in our strict compliance with all thy laws. We 
pray for steadfastness in our religious purposes, 
and deprecate that transient goodness, which 
is compared to the morning cloud and the early 
dew. Cleaving to thee and holding fast that 
which is good, may we endure unto the end. 
Increase, O God, our delight in thy law, and 
direct our examination of the sacred Scriptures. 
With just solicitude may we ask for the right 
paths. Excite our diligence in reading, medi- 
tation, and prayer. Preserve us from following 
a multitude to do evil; arm us against the in- 
fluence of corrupt society ; may our choice of 
companions fall upon such as fear thee and 
keep thy commandments ; fortify us against 
the enticements of sinners ; and prevent our 
entering the path of the wicked. May we be 
content with that portion of good things allot- 
ted us, trusting thy fatherly care to fulfil our 
reasonable hopes, and supply our necessary 

WSJltS. 

We invoke thine influence to beget within 
us a strong and practical faith in Jesus Christ. 
May we meditate upon thy purposes in giving 
a Saviour to the world, till oux bfi»xV.% ^st^ 
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warmed with true devotion. O God ! we pray 
for more religious zeal, for more active piety, 
more christian charity, and more divine light. 
Grant to each of us greater fidelity in our sev- 
eral stations ; and while on earth may we work 
the works of thee, our God, who placed us here. 
May our expectations, relative to futurity, in- 
fluence every thought, wish, and pursuit. May 
we consider ourselves as stewards, and remem- 
ber the account we are to render of our talents. 
And O may it be our happy lot in the day of 
inquiry and sentence, to hear the approving 
words. Well done, good and faithful servants. 

May the ministers of the Gospel experience 
in themselves those renovating influences of re- 
ligion which they preach to others. By them, 
may the hungry receive the bread that came 
down from heaven, and the thirsty receive the 
pure waters of life ; by them may the stranger 
be taken into our great Shepherd's fold ; and 
the prisoner be visited by the liberty wherewith 
Christ makes his people free. 

Everlasting Father, most holy and merciful ! 
thy children look to thee for the protection of 
life in this world, and for its happy continuance 
in the next. It is our first and earnest desire, 
to perform all our duties, under a deep sense 
of the importance of religion, leaving our inter- 
estjs to thy disposal. 
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And now will the God of peace sanctify us 
Avholly, and preserve us blameless unto the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christy and present 
us faultless before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy. To the only wise God, 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power^. 
both now and ever. Amen. 



SATVADAT HVUVlva. 

O THOU, who art the King eternal, immortal, 
and invisible, the only wise God, wilt thou, 
hear us with favour when we pray, and grant us 
thine assistance and blessing. O Lord, open 
thou our lips, and our mouths shall show forth 
thy praise. Thou art the first, and thou the 
last, — the ever living and true God. 

At the close of another day and another 
week, we are assembled in the scene of our 
domestic blessings to give thanks to thee and 
to glorify thy name. We are thy creatures, 
and we would come to acknowledge our entire 
and absolute dependence on thee ; we are thy 
children, and we would look to our Father in 
heaven with reverence and love ; we are cher- 
ished and supported by thy bounty, and we de- 
sire that our hearts may rise in the offering of 
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gratitude to thee ; we are frail, and ignor 
and weak, and we would pray for thy guida 
and instruction, and support ; we are sinr 
and would implore the mercy of the Gc 
grace. Enable us, O God, to come be 
thee with a deep and impressive faith in 
being and providence, with joy in thy wise 
righteous government, with gratitude for t 
unnumbered mercies, with the spirit of ac 
escence in thine appomtments and of sub 
sion to thine authority. By all around us 
all within us, we are taught that thou art g 
and that thy tender mercies are over thy w< 
If sometimes the portion of life is bitter 
and sorrow, we bless thee for the assure 
we have, that afflictions are messengers 
for wise and good purposes ; and that lil 
a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
eth them that fear him ; for he knoweth 
frame, he remembereth that we are dust. I 
thy bounteous hand, O God, all our blese 
descend, and every day we experience 
goodness in our social enjoyments, in the h< 
of our bodies, in the peace of our minds. 
in our means of improvement and happi: 
Through Jesus Christ thy grace has been 
tinually proffered to us, and the light of d 
truth has been shining upon us. We w 
particularly remember with gratitude the 
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cies which we have received during the past 
day and the past week. In the midst of our 
various cares and pursuits, thou hast been 

of) pleased to protect and bless the members of 
this family ; and, notwithstanding our follies 

djI and sins, our day of grace is yet prolonged, 
and we are spared, while so many have gone 
down to darkness and dust. 

O God, may each heart among us be an al- 
tar to thy praise. Suffer us not to go on from 
day to day, and from week to week, support- 
ed by thy power and blessed by thy bounty, 
and yet unmindful of the hand which upholds 
us and makes us happy. Give us grace to be 
grateful, as we ought, for that best gift of thy 
goodness, the gift of thy Son, our blessed Sa- 
viour. Glory be to God in the highest for him, 
who came to seek and to save that which was 
lost, to proclaim peace and mercy to man, to 
bring back thine erring children to thee, their 
Father, and to introduce us to an inheritance 
of hope incorruptable, undefiled, and that fad- 
eth not away. O thou, whose mercy is not 
wearied by our ingratitude, we pray that our 
hearts may be touched and softened by a sense 
of our own unworthiness. What are we, O 
our Father, that thy blessings, temporal and 
spiritual, should be thus lavished upon us ? 
We confess that we have wandered fi^om thee^ 
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and wilt thou restore us ; that we are polluted, 
and wilt thou purify us ; that we are guilty, 
and wilt thou pardon us. Especially we pray, 
that thou wouldst forgive us for the errours, and 
follies, and the sins, of which we may have 
been guilty during the past day ; and enable 
us, for the future, to have better motives and 
better purposes, more purity and earnestness 
in good things, more love and devotion to thee. 
O thou, to whom the darkness and the light 
are both alike, and who art the Protector of 
all that put their trust in thee; before we retire 
to repose this night, we would raise our hearts 
to thee, and seek thy blessing. We beseech 
thee to have each member of this family in thine 
holy keeping, and shelter us under the wing of 
thy providence. May we rise in the morning 
with hearts prepared for the duties and instruc- 
tions of the sabbath ; may our minds be filled 
with tranquil, devout, and solemn thoughts and 
remembrances ; and may the things which be- 
long to our everlasting peace, possess our souls. 

We ofier our prayer in the name of him, whi 
hath loved us and given himself for us, througl 

whom be rendered unto thee, the most big] 

God, unceasing praises. Amen. 
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SV2rDA7 2M[OR2rZ2rO. 

OUR Father who art in heaven ! hallowed 
be thy name. As the children of thy family, 
and the objects of thy care, we would now 
come to dedicate to thee the lives thou hast 
spared through another night. Thine ever 
watchful providence hath been over us for our 
safety. We have laid ourselves down and slept, 
and have awaked ; because thou hast sustained 
us. With grateful and humble joy would we 
hail the return of this day, consecrated to the 
special exercises of piety, the instructions of 
religion, and the outward worship of thee our 
God. We bless thee for the institution of a 
day of sacred rest ; a day set apart from worldly 
cares and employments ; a day, which we are 
to keep holy by worshipping thee, who art a 
spirit, in spirit and in truth. In the name, and 
as the disciples of Jesus Christ, we would pre- 
sent our united tribute of prayer and praise to 
3ur Creator, Preserver, and Benefactor. We 
ivould acknowledge thee, as the only living and 
:rue God ; the high and lofty One, who iobub- 
itest eternity. Thou, O God, dwellest not in 
temples made with hands ; the universe is thy 
:emple. Thy mind pervades creation. Wecan- 

6 
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not retire from thy presence. Our thoughts and 
purposes are exposed to thy view, and thou 
knowest more of us than we know of ourselves. 

Thine eye is at this moment upon us. O God, 
most holy ! we come to ask for mercy, because 
we have sinned; and to implore the influences 
of thy spirit, because in thee is our hope. We 
rejoice that there is one above us, who is infi- 
nitely wise, powerful, and good ; who loveth 
us more than any other being loves us ; who 
careth for us more than any other being can 
care for us ; who careth for us more than we 
care for ourselves. 

Heavenly Father, we desire to sanctify this 
day, as we ought, to thee ; and as we now re- 
member with gratitude the salvation of the night 
past, may we this day meditate upon the salva- 
tion, which is offered us in the Gospel. Ena- 
ble us, with lively faith, to remember him who 
died that we might live ; and so to attend to 
the things that concern our everlasting peace, 
that this day may be as one of the days of heav- 
en to our souls. Gladly may we embrace the 
opportunities, with which as a family we are 
favoured, to go up together to the place, where 
tiiy name is adored, and where pardon and ac- 
ceptance are proclaimed in Jesus Christ. I>is- 
pose us, we entreat thee, to engage in the sol- 
emn duties of thy house, with sincerity and 
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fervour. May we have the spirit of Jesus ; so 
that our devotions shall be pure and exalted. 
May we receive with attention and candour, 
the instructions and admonitions of the Chris- 
tian preacher. With submission of heart, may 
we bow to the authority of thy precepts ; and 
with gladness may we receive the declarations 
and promises of thy mercy. With ardent de- 
sires may we ask spiritual blessings for our- 
selves; and with true charity intercede for 
others. 

O Lord, we are thy servants, bound to give 
thee that which cometh from thy hands. We 
would this morning consecrate ourselves to 
thee with the deepest solemnity ; resigning to 
thee those hearts which thou hast formed for 
thyself; surrendering all we possess to thy 
gracious disposal ; humbly praying that noth- 
ing may ever separate us from thy love. Thus 
beginning the life of heaven here, may we at- 
tain its full enjoyment hereafter. 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ! 
while with gratitude we remember our distin- 
guished privileges, we anxiously pray that they 
may be extended to all the children of thy great 
family ; so that all may know thee, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. 

Be merciful, O Lord, to the whole human 
race. Known unto thee are all their wants, 



64 

and thou art able to do exceeding abundantly 
above what we can ask or think. From thee^ 
who art plenteous in goodness, may they sev- 
erally receive those blessings which are expe- 
dient for them. May our relations and friends 
obtain that favour in thy sight, which thou bedr- 
est to them that love thee: and in every thing 
that concerns them, may they be under the di- 
rection of that wisdom, which can alone deter- 
mine what will be most conducive to their 
present and eternal welfare. 

O Father, we again ask thy presence and 
blessing with us this day ; and may we sf)end 
it, knowing it may be the last Sabbath we shall 
see on earth. Hear us, through hitn who is 
the way, the truth, and the life, while we as* 
cribe to thee, God over all, praises everlastings 
Amen. 



swDA? Evsarzaro. 

O THOU, who hearest prayer ! We acknowl- 
edge thee, the only proper object of religiouB 
worship. Thou art God in heaven above; and 
upon the earth beneath there is none else. Thou 
art the first, and thou the last'. Thou art God 
alone. We would think of thine attributes. 



65 

with profound veneration and with cheerful 
trust. Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and 
the pqwer, ^uid the glory. In every place we 
are. surrounded, supported, inspected by thee. 
If we ascend into heaven thou art there; — if 
we make our bed in the grave, lo ! thou art 
there ; — if we take the wings of the morning 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
even there thy hand shall lead us, and thy right 
hdpd shall hold us. Thou knowest our down- 
sitting and our uprising, and art Acquainted 
with all our ways. 

Power also belongeth unto thee, O God. In 
thee is everlasting strength ; and none can stay 
thine hand, or say unto thee — What doest thou? 
Thy wisdom is equal to thy power. Thine un- 
derstanding is infinite. Thou art light, and in 
thee is no darkness. O the depth of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God ! 

Holy art thou, O Lord, in all thy works. Just 
and true are thy ways, thou King of saints ! 
We would give thanks at the remembrance of 
thy holiness. Though clouds and darkness are 
round about thee, justice and judgment are the 
habitation of thy throhe. 

Good art thou, O Lord, and thy tender mer- 
cies are over all thy works. Thou art love ; 
and as a father pitieth his children, so thou hast 
compassion on those who fear thee. We will 

6* 
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give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, and 
his mercy endureth forever. Although the fig- 
tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in 
the vine; the labour of the olive shall fail, and 
the fields shall yield no meat ; the flocks shall 
be cut ofi* from the fold, and there shall be no 
herd in the stall ; yet will we rejoice in the Lord; 
we will joy in the God of our salvation. 

O God, most high and lioly ! we come, sen- 
sible of the presence in which we stand ; and 
though it IB weakness which addresses omnipo- 
tence ; and though it is ignorance which sup- 
]>licates perfect wisdom ; and though it is the 
voice of imperfection, to a being of spotless 
purity; yet we come with childlike confidence, 
in that new and living way, which thou hast 
appointed to the sinful children of men ; believ- 
ing thou wilt hear our prayers and pardon our 
transgressions. 

We beseech thee to accept our most grateful 
acknowledgments for the unspeakable bless- 
ings of the Gospel. Never can we sufiicicntly 
thank thee for that exalted Redeemer, whom 
thou didst raise up to save mankind, by turning 
them away from their iniquities. We bless 
thee, that for this end he was born, and for this 
cause he came into the world, that he might 
bear witness to the truth ; and we believe be is 
the Christ the Son of the living God. We thank 
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thee for the disclosures he made of thy paternal 
character, and of our duties and destination. 
We bless thee for his doctrines and his example; 
and when he was delivered up for our offences, 
we would most devoutly thank God, that he 
was raised again for our justification, and be- 
came the first fruits of them that slept. Praised 
be God, who hath begotten us to a lively hope, 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Through 
him we look to thy mercy for the forgiveness of 
of our sins ; and for grace to help in future times 
of need. Through faith in the Redeemer, may 
we have that godly sorrow, which worketh re- 
pentance unto salvation : and by prayer and 
watchfulness may the renewing influences of 
Christianity become effectual in our souls ; so 
that forgetting the things that are behind, we 
may press forward to the mark for the prize of 
our high calling of God in Christ Jesus. In 
future may we suffer no iniquity to have domin- 
ion over us ; but may we be filled with the fruits 
of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, 
to the glory and praise of God. 

Holy Father ! with true gratitude for thy sus- 
taining care, would we ever welcome the return 
of a day devoted to the sacred interests of reli- 
gion. We thank thee for the many advantages 
and pleasures of public worship, which we have 
this day enjoyed. May it be among the sab- 
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baths in which we have so meditated upon thy 
character, as to have elevated our piety and 
purified our hearts. O may we not abuse the 
means of grace, by resting in them, but care^ 
fully keep in view the end they are designed to 
promote. If we have presented our prayers to 
thee this day with a lively faith in thy Son, grant 
that they may produce in us a firmer trust in 
thy love, and perfect charity for all mankind. 
May the same mind be in us which was in 
Christ Jesus ; and so may religion prepare us 
for the changing scenes of life, for the closing 
hour of death, and for the solemn day of judg- 
ment. 

* 

■ 

Grant thy presence and blessing, O God, 
to thy faithful ministers of all denominations. 
While they dispense the word of truth with sin- 
cerity, may they be successful in reforming the 
wicked, instructing the ignorant, and in having 
Christianity acknowledged in all its worth, and 
felt in all its pow^. Help the good in every 
land to difiuse light and true religion. Bless all 
our churches ; and hasten, we pray thee, the 
time when thy name shall be honoured and 
adored throughout the earth ; when all nations 
shall acknowledge thee alone, their common 
Father, and Jesus Christ their common Sav- 
iour. In his name we offer our prayers ; and 
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at the close of this day, consecrated to the 
memory of his resurrection, we would humbly 
ask thy favour, protection, and blessing ; while 
we ascribe to thee, the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 



O God, the Creator of the world and of all 
things therein ! Our souls would bow with rev- 
erence before thee in prayer, feeling our imper- 
fections as we ought in the presence of our 
Maker. Because thou, O Lord, art good, and 
gracious, and powerful, we come to thee ; and 
we would have thee on every side to strengthen, 
animate, guide, and console. May we be in 
thee, and wilt thou be in us. We would see 
the displays of thyself in nature. The heavens 
declare thy glory, and the jfirmament showeth 
forth thy handy work ; day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night showeth knowl- 
edge of thee. 

Thou art the God of our lives ; and we lift 
up our souls unto thee, with the voice of thanks- 
giving, (or thy merciful care of us the past night; 
and would now humbly implore the continu- 
ance of thy protection and blessing through the 
following day. With renewed vigour we would 
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praise thee^ who hast caused us to sleep in 
peace, and awake in safety. To thy service, 
O our heavenly Preserver and Benefactor, we 
devote our invigorated powers, both of body 
and mind. May we go forth to the various 
labours and employments of our stations, under 
a deep sense of our obligations to thee ; and 
may we be in thy fear all the day long. O may 
a sense of thy presence, a regard to thine au- 
thority, and the hope of thy gracious accept- 
ance, direct all our views, and govern all our 
actions. If we should, this day, be tempted 
by the prospect of unrighteous gain, or the al- 
lurements of sinful pleasure ; grant us the un- 
derstanding and resolution to turn from them; 
and let integrity and uprightness preserve us. 
While our thoughts are amidst the concerns of 
earth, may we be careful to reserve our affec- 
tions for what is pure, and holy, and eternal. 
May we be temperate, industrious and charita- 
ble ; so that a review of life may afford us com- 
fort, when nothing but our chiaracters shall 
remain to us. 

As sojourners on earth, we would humbly 
entreat of thee, O Father of mercies, those sup- 
plies of temporal good, which will most, con- 
duce to our future welfare. If it be thy heav- 
enly will, defend us from the many dangers to 
which we are exposed. Prosper us in all our 
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just undertakings ; and may we advance thy 
glory, by being eminently serviceable to our 
fellow men. Fit us, O Lord, for what is be- 
fore us in life ; and whatever shall be our con- 
dition, may the purposes of thy providence be 
answered in us. 

As our day is, so may our strength be. En« 
able us to meet the adversities of this probation-* 
ary state, with prepared minds ; with patience, 
fortitude, and resignation. May we take sober 
views of life and its duties ; estimate well the 
great objects of probation, and see ourselves 
as thou seest us. Knowing that our stay on 
earth must be short, may we often think of the 
world to which we are hastening. O ! may a 
firm trust in thee and a lively faith in Jesus 
Christ, carry us through every trial, and pre- 
pare us for thy presence. 

Father of lights ! what we ask for ourselves, 
we ask for our brethren ; beseeching thee, the 
universal Parent, to do for them and for us, as 
thine unerring wisdom sees best. 

In the spirit of faith and charity, we desire 
to present these our requests; humbly relying 
on that everlasting, unchangeable mercy, which 
thou dost manifest and declare by Jesus Christ; 
in whose name we offer to thy sacred majesty, 
glory and praise forever. Amen. 
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MOXTDA? EVfiirZVO. 

Ever living and ever blessed Lord our God! 
At the close of another day, in which we have 
experienced thy care and goodness, we are as- 
sembled together to adore and praise thee, as 
our heavenly Father ; in whom we live, and 
move, and have our being. Thou art the Source 
of good, the Author of our mercies. Accept, 
we beseech thee, our unfeigned thanks for our 
being, our reason, and all other endowments 
of soul and body ; for our health, food, and rai- 
ment, and all the various comforts of life; above 
all, for that rich mercy which gave us a Saviour 
to redeem us from sin and death, and to lead 
us to a knowledge of thee and a sense of our 
duty. We bless thee for thy patience with us, 
notwithstanding our many and great provoca- 
tions ; for all the directions, assistances, and 
comforts of thy holy spirit ; for thy continual 
care and watchful providence over us, through 
the whole course of our lives ; and particularly 
for the mercies and benefits of the past day. 
We beseech thee to continue these thy blessings 
to us, and give us grace to show our thankful- 
ness, in a sincere obedience. Reform whatev- 
er is amiss in the temper and dispositions of our 
souls; that no impure thoughts, unlawful de^ 
signs, or inordinate desires, may rest there. 
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Free our hearts from envy, hatred, malice, and 
all uncharitableness ; that we may never suffer 
the sun to go down upon our wrath ; but may 
always go to our rest in peace, charity, and 
good will, with a conscience void of offence 
towards thee and towards men. Imprint up- 
on our hearts such a dread of thy judgments, 
and such a grateful sense of thy goodness to 
us, as may make us both afraid and ashamed 
to offend thee. 

But, O God, we lament that we have not 
had that fear which keepeth from evil. We 
would come in our unworthiness, acknowledg- 
ing our manifold violations of duty. But re- 
membering thou hast promised forgiveness^ 
to the truly penitent, we earnestly implore, 
through Jesus Christ, the exercise of that mer- 
cy thou keepest for thousands. May we pos- 
sess that deep contrition, which shall make us 
effectually return to thee, from whom we have 
"wandered. Help us to imbibe the spirit, adopt 
the principles, and copy the example of our 
Saviour. Help us to cherish a lively remem- 
brance of that great day, in which every one 
must give an account to God of all his thoughts, 
words and actions ; and be rewarded according 
to the deeds done in the body. 

Father of lights and God of all grace ! we 
pray for the spread of the Gospel through all 
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nations ; and may as many as have received 
this heavenly gift, live as becomes it. Be gra- 
cious unto thy church; and grant that each 
member may walk worthy his holy vocation. 
Bless all in authority over us ; and so rule their 
hearts and strengthen their hands, that they 
may punish wickedness and vice, and maintain 
pure religion and social order. Send down 
blessings upon our relations, friends and neigh- 
bours. Reward all who have done us good ; 
pardon all who have done us evil. Be merci- 
ful to those in trouble and anxiety, and grant 

them more and better than we can ask or think. 

# 

We again, O Father, give thee thanks, that 
in mercy another day is added to our lives. 

We now, in the solemn act of prayer, dedi- 
cate ourselves to thee, in a sober, righteous^ 
and godly life ; in which resolution do thou, O 
God, confirm and strengthen us; that as we 
grow in age, we may grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Through the dangers of this night, 
wilt thou be our shield. Grant to us that re- 
freshing sleep which shall fit us for the duties 
of the coming day. We commit ourselves to 
thy care, having a firm trust in thy providence; 
ascribing to thee all might, majesty, and do- 
minion forever. Amen. 



75 



Our Father toho art in heaven^ the Source 
of life, the Parent of all intelligent beings, by 
whose inspiration we have received understand- 
ing! We beseech thee to look in mercy from 
heaven, the habitation of thy holiness, upon us, 
thy dependent children. Fill us with the spirit 
of prayer and supplication, that we may serve 
thee with reverence and godly fear. Grant that 
we may receive the adoption of sons, and fash- 
ion ourselves according to the example of him, 
who hath called us with a holy calling. May 
We be conformed to the image of the Son of 
God, who laboured and suffered and died for 
our redemption. 

Inspire us with a due veneration of thy sacred 
majesty ; and in thought, word and action, may 
we hallow thy name. O that thy name might 
be hallowed among the heathens ; may all the 
Gentiles glorify thee for thy mercy, and rejoice 
together with thy chosen people. 

Almighty King of kings, may thy kingdom 
come. May we demean ourselves as obedient 
subjects of thy moral government, by a cheer- 
fiil and universal compliance with thy laws. 
May thy word have free-course and be glori- 
fied, till every thought shall be brought into 
obedience to thee, and the kingdoms of this 
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world become the kingdom of the Lord and of 
his Christ, and all people, nations, and lan- 
guages, serve him, to whom thou hast given 
dominion and glory. 

Heavenly Father, behold we are here thy 
creatures and subjects. In every occurrence 
of life, we would say. It is the Lord, let him 
do what seemeth him good. May thy will he 
done concerning us and by us. May the sub- 
mission of thy creatures on earth be as sincere 
and constant as it is in heaven. 

Knowing that the blessings of this world, 
as well as of that which is to come, are at thy 
disposal, we offer up our requests unto thee 
for such supplies of the good things of this lif^^ 
and such a disposition to enjoy them, as thou, 
in thy wisdom, knowest to be best for us. Crive 
us this day our daily bread. Bless our sub- 
stance, and prosper the labour of our hands. 
Give us neither poverty nor riches to our hurt. 
Feed us with food convenient for us. Having 
food and raiment, as thy goodness orders, may 
we therewith be content. 

Above all, we beseech thee to pardon the 
great and numerous sins and follies of our past 
lives. Forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. From thy forbearance shown to us, 
may we learn to govern every emotion of an- 
ger^ and to abstain from every degree and kind 
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of revenge. We would forgive one anothefj 
«ven as thou, through Jesus Christ, hast for- 
given us. 

Lead us not into tefnptaiion. In all our 
conflicts with the enemies of our purity and 
salvation, may we have the assistances need- 
ful to prevent our falling into sin. We beseech 
thee to fortify our minds, to carry us safely 
through every trial, and guide us in the paths 
of innoc^ice and integrity. May thy grace be 
sufficient for us, a«id thy word abide in us, that 
we may come off conquerors through him who 
hath loved us. 

Deliver us from evil ; save us from our sins ; 
and redeem us from all iniquity. O God of our 
salvation, defend us from all our spiritual ene- 
mies. Remove from us the way of lying ; in- 
cline our hearts to thy testimonies. Cleanse 
us from secret faults, and keep us back from 
presumptuous sins. 

O thou, who art great and greatly to be 
praised ; good and greatly to be loved ; we ad- 
dress these petitions to thee, believing thou art 
able to do exceeding abundantly for us, even 
above what we can ask or think ; for thine is 
ihe kingdom^ the power^ and the glory^ for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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TUSSDA? SVSM'Ill'a. 

God of the morning and of the evening, who 
inakest the outgoings of the one and the other 
to rejoice ! It is good to give thanks unto thee, 
O Most High; to show forth thy loving-kind- 
ness in the morning and thy faithfulness every 
night. Let our prayer be set forth before thee 
as incense, and the lifting up of our hands as 
the evening sacrifice. We adore thee as the 
highest, holiest, and best of Beings, — ^the true 
and living God, — God in heaven abpve and in 
the earth beneath. Thou art the first and thou 
the last, and beside thee there is no God. Thou 
art ever with us, upholding, sanctifying, and 
blessing us. The structure of our minds and 
bodies is curiously wrought by thee. Thyself 
invisible, all things are done by thee, — ^yet, who 
by searching can find out God ? With labo- 
rious efforts we strive to imagine thy Joeing. 
Our thoughts range through the wonders of 
creation in attempting to conceive of thy great- 
ness. Thou hast given to the stars their light, 
to the deep its waters, to the earth its plants, 
to nature its richness, and to thy creature man^ 
health, reason, and virtue. We ascend to the 
heavens above, and fathom the depths below ^ 
but we cannot find out the Almighty unto per- 
fection. 
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Great Source of life, light, and happiness ! 
to such a Being we would have the morning 
and evening witness our devout consecration. 
As a worshipping family we have now entered 
our closet, and we would regard this as the 
place of our prayer and the altar of our obla- 
tions. Here let thy mercy receive us, thy Gos- 
pel invite us, thine inspirations move us, and 
thy discipline reform us ; — here let us bewail 
our guilt, pour out our souls, receive thy bless- 
ing, participate in thy love, and look forward 
to thy rest. May every avenue through which 
worldly cares and pleasures enter the mind be 
now closed, and our offering be the sacrifice 
of contrite hearts. 

We thank thee for our spiritual privileges. 
With admiration and grateful joy we reflect, 
that from the counsels of thy mercy for man- 
kind, we are, in Jesus Christ, enlightened by 
the wisdom he taught, made partakers of the 
righteousness and forgiveness of which he is 
the minister, sanctified by his truth, and become 
heirs of eternal redemption. Penetrate our 
minds with such a lively sense of thy distin- 
guished goodness, as shall engage all within 
us to love and reverence thy holy name. — May 
the Saviour be precious to each one of our 
souls. From his lips may we learn thy holy 
will ; and from his life learn how to conform to 



it. And while we view him as the lamb of God, 
t\'ho taketh away the sins of the world ; whose 
mission, doctrines, example, and death have 
brought in everlasting redemption for sinners,- 
we fervently implore that he may be revealed 
in us, that Christ Jesus may be formed in us, 
that we may partake of his spirit, and be created 
in his likeness. If we have this day wandered 
from thy paths, and followed the devices and 
desires of our own hearts, offending against thy 
holy laws ; through hiui wilt thou look upon 
us in mercy, and record not against us our fol- 
lies and presumption, but lead us to that re-' 
pentance which is unto life. 

Eternal Father ! we pray not for ourselves 
alone. Let our brethren of thy family severally 
receive of thee those supports without which 
they cannot exist, and that blessing without 
which they cannot be happy. As no man liveth 
to himself, may it be our aim to communicate, 
and, by communicating, to enjoy happiness; 
and thus influenced by the spirit of humanity, 
let us never cause an unnecessary pang to any 
human being. Fashion us, thou pure and per- 
fect Spirit, to such a resemblance of thyself, 
that all our views, purposes, and actions may 
centre in what thou requirest. 

Holy Watchman of thy chosen people, who 
dost never slumber nor sleep ! while we review, 
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.he day past, thankful for thy sustaining care 
md unfailing bounty, — thankful for the bless- 
ings and enjoyments it hath afforded, — thank- 
ful if we have been equal to its trials and faith- 
ful in its duties, we would now resign ourselves 
to thy guardian providence for the coming 
night, remembering that time, which is hasten- 
ing upon us, when we shall make our bed in 
the grave. Pardon what thy pure eyes have seen 
amiss in us, and accept us through him wiio 
is passed into heaven for us, — and in his name, 
which is above every name, shall be ascribed 
to thee all honour and glory forever. Amen. 



Infinitely great and glorious Lord our 
Crod ; whose name alone is Jehovah ! Thou 
coverest thyself with light as with a garment, 
^d art the original Source of life, order, and 
happiness ! Though thou art far above our 
most exalted conceptions, and incapable of re- 
ceiving any accession to thy felicity by the 
^rvice of men or angels ; yet, blessed be thy 
lame, thou hast revealed thyself to us, as a 
Gfod hearing prayer, and hast encouraged us, 
)y our morning and evening devotions, to main- 
ain with thee a sacred intercourse. And since 
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thou hast given us, in Jesus Christ, a boldness 
of access to the throne of grace, and made 
prayer a condition of acceptance, and promised, 
if wo ask aright, to fit us for the blessings thou 
wilt bestow ; we desire, at this time, with true 
piety and christian faith, to unite in this our 
duty and privilege. 

Holy father, we come to ask strength from 
thee, who alone canst impart it ; and protec- 
tion from thee, who alone canst save ; and as- 
sistance from thee, who alone canst help ; and 
mercy from thee, who alone canst forgive. 

We have sinned. Father, against Heaven 
and in thy sight, and have lightly esteemed the 
rock of our salvation. We have permitted the 
trilles of the world to interrupt our religious 
duties ; and engross our time and affections. 
O God ! we justly deserve thy frowns. But 
knowing we cannot endure thine indignation, 
we fly to that rich mercy tendered in Jesus our 
Mediator; and as thy perfections ans the ground 
of our hope and render thee the only proper 
object of our prayers ; we would now devoutly 
pray thee to exercise towards us that mercy, 
which is the crowning attribute of thy nature. 

Not weighing our unworthiness, pardon our 
iniquity, and justify us freely by thy grace 
tlirough the redemption there is in Christ Jesus. 
O may wo hereafler set the Lord always be- 
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fore us ; and live as passengers going through 
a world of danger, to meet their Judge. O 
God^ for aid and guidance we would fly to 
thee, whose name is the refuge of thy people ; 
and may we feel ourselves supported, beyond 
the mere power of nature, by a higher power 
than nature knows. 

If trouble, and sorrow, and disappointment 
are to be our portion ; and we are to be trav- 
ellers through the wilderness of human life, O 
God ! wilt thou be with us. From the flinty 
rock, wilt thou give us water ; in the dew of 
evening wilt thou give us bread, and may thy 
cloud of mercy overshadow us by day, and thy 
pillar of fire lead us by night, till thou shalt 
conduct us safely to our promised heaven. O 
grant our prayer, that we become wiser and 
better by all we siiffer, as well as all we enjoy. 
With Christian devoti&dness, may we take up 
our^cross and follow our Master ; and when 
our spirits would faint, may we look to Jesus, 
who went up to his Father's throne, by the 
steps of suffering. Thou hast placed us here, 
O God, to learn the great lesson of prepara- 
tion for life eternal. Suffer us not to waste 
the hours of probation ; but make us faithful 
to thee, ourselves, and each other, and fit us 
for what we are capable of enjoying. 
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In thee, who hast preserved and helped «8 
hitherto, we put our trust for the whole of ouf 
future life. Into thy hands we comnut our- 
selves, our friends, and brethren of mankinds 
To thee, in an especial manner, we commit the 
cause^ of Christianity, which is the <;auBe of 
human happiness. 

Graciously accept our thanks, thou Giver 
of all good, for having preserved us another 
night, and bestowed on us another day. O 
grant, that we may meditate on thy law this 
day with joyful veneration, and keep it in all 
our actions, with firm obedience. Hear us- 
through him who is our Intercessor at thy right 
hand ; while we ascribe to thee, the Author of 
our condition, all glory, dominion, and praise 
foMver. Amen. s . 'JT^T 

^^^^^ ^/ TiraoirfiSDA? svinrxvo. 

Ever blessed and glorious Lord our God! 
the Father of all the families on earth ! We^ 
come now to worship thee as thy rational off- 
spring. We would begin and end every thin^ 
with thee. Having finished the business and: 
enjoyed the blessings of the day, withdrawn 
from the converse of the world. We unite, as a 
family, to acknowledge thy fatherly goodness 
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towards us, exercised with a constancy and 
kindness, as if we were the only objects of tliy 
parental care and bounty. What shall we ren- 
der unto the Lord for all his benefits ? We 
adore and thank that friendly providence, which 
has sustained us to this hour ; and we sincere- 
ly rejoice, that we are disposed to appear be- 
fore thee this evening, as a worshipping family. 
Above all, everlasting thanks be to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom 
the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 
that we, belonging to the household of faith, 
are called to the inheritance of the children of 
God. 

For thy rich mercy's sake in Jesus Christ, 
forgive the sins with which we are chargeable ; 
forgive us wherein we have trespassed against 
each other in the course of the day that is now 
closed; and let not our past transgressions 
provoke thee to visit our dwelling with thy dis- 
pleasure. 

To thee, our Protector in heaven, who crown- 
Qst our days with favour and mercy, we desire 
sincerely to renew the surrender of ourselves. 
Bf ay the love and fear of thee dwell in our 
hearts and rule in our house. As we mutually 
riiare thy bounties, may we mutually love 
each other. 
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And now, O God, our prayer to thee is, that 
wo may hereafter be followers of thee, as dear 
children. May our tempers, as the children of 
the God of love, be more mild, compassionate, 
and benevolent. May we be as Jesus was, 
holy, harmless, and undefiled. Let our pas- 
sions, subdued by a reverence of thy authority 
and presence, be more composed and better 
governed. May our graces and virtues be 
strengthened and improved; our love to thee 
our Father increased ; our love to Jesus mada 
cflectual, and our love to each other aboun 
more and more, in all that is amiable, and pure,^ 
and affectionate. O may our lives be filled 
with the fruits of righteousness, to the honourn 
of our relation to thee our Parent, as thy sons,^ 
and the heirs of eternal life. With these holjr^ 
and devout sentiments and wishes, we wouldE: 
compose ourselves to sleep; and during the hoursS 
when no earthly eye watches for our safety,^ 
when we are insensible of danger, and unable ef—- 
fectually to provide for our defence, O almighty 
and gracious Preserver, keep each of us fronC 
evil ; and restore us in the morning with renew-^ 
od vigour of body and mind, to the duties ancS 
pursuits of a useful and virtuous life. 

We commend to thee our friends and rela- 
tives, our native land, and the whole family of 
man ; beseeching thee, to do abundantly for their 
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good, above what we can ask or even think ; 
and when we shall have answered here the great 
porposes of thy goodness in our creation, we 
urgently pray thee to accept us to the rewards 
of faithful children in thy kingdom above, 
through thine inJSnite mercy declared unto us 
in Jesus Christ, through whom we would ever 
ascribe to thee all honour and glory. Amen. 



TBUBSDA? XmOBiriVG. 

Almighty and most merciful Father ! Thou 
seest our inmost purposes, and searchest our 
hearts. Enable us, at this time, to withdraw 
our thoughts from the concerns of the world, 
and hold undivided communion with thee, the 
Father of our spirits. Thy name is excellent 
in all the earth, and we would worship thee in 
the beauty of holiness. We come with our 
intercessions and prayers in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Advocate and Redeemer ; and, in 
that all prevailing name, we would most de- 
Toutly pray thee to remember not our offences. 
For the glory of thy name, turn from us all 
those evils we have most justly deserved. Spare 
us, good Lord, spare thy people who are peni- 
tent ; and according to the multitude of thy 
mercies, have compassion on the work of thy 
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hands. Deliver us, we entreat thee, from all 
evil ; from the dangerous assaults of tempta- 
tions ; from lusts which war against the soul; 
from all the deceitful allurements of this world; 
from thy just displeasure, and from future con- 
demnation. O deliver us, we beseech thee^ 
from all blindness of mind, hardness of heart, 
and contempt of thy word and commandment; 
from pride, vainglory and hypocrisy ; from envy 
and hatred; from malice and cruelty, and all 
uncharitableness. In the time of our prosper- 
ity, in the time of our adversity, in the hour of 
death, and in the day of judgment, gracious 
God, deliver us. 

Give us now, we beseech thee, to grow in 
grace ; to hear thy law with meekness ; to r^ 
ceive it with pure affection, and to bring forth 
the fruits of the spirit. Preserve us, if it be 
thy will, from dangers ; from hurtful lightnings 
and tempests; from plague^ pestilence^, and 
famine; from*war and wasting calamities. Give 
and preserve to our use the kindly fruits of the 
earth, so that in due time we may enjoy th^n. 
And now, O Father, our hearts' desire and 
prayer to thee is, that it may please thee to 
have mercy upon all men, and to bring into the 
way of truth all such as have erred and are de- 
ceived. Guide and bless all thy sincere wor- 
shippers in the right way, that embracing and 
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iolding fast the doctrine of eternal life, they 
baay know thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent. May it please 
thee to rule and govern the Christian church, 
aiceording to the simplicity of the Gospel ; and 
to lead all professing Christians to the right 
knowledge and practice of their holy religion. 
Restrain, O God, every kind and degree of 
persecution, spiritual tyranny, and oppression; 
and may all show themselves disciples of Christ 
by loving one another. May unity, peace, and 
concord, reign through the world, and mankind 
enjoy the rich blessings of order and good 
government. 

Bless our rulers, and enable them to execute 
justice and maintain peace. Illuminate all 
ministers of the Gospel with clear knowledge 
nnd understanding of the truth as it is in Jesus ; 
and may all seminaries of learning extend use- 
ful arts and virtuous principles. O God, with 
Christian sympathy we pray thee to succour, 
help, and comfort all who are in danger, neces- 
sity, or tribulation. Defend all who travel by 
land or by water. Provide for the fatherless 
and the widow. Support the aged, and show 
pity upon all prisoners and captives. Strength- 
en such as do stand ; raise up those who fall ; 
and comfort the feeble-minded. 
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Heavenly Parent, we ask a blessing on our 
friends ; reward our benefactors ; forgive our 
enemies ; and let it please thee to have com-* 
passion upon all men. 

We would not forget, O God, that tender 
care which has watched over us another night. 
AVhilo we are grateful in having thee for our 
support, we would cheerfully resign all to thy 
guidance and disposal this day. Let thy bless- 
ing be with our several employments, and never 
let us undertake what we cannot ask thee to 
prosper. Be with us on the right hand and on 
the Icfl; and to thee, most Holy, shall be praise 
forever, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



Eternal God, the Creator, Preserver, and 
Governor of the Universe, whom all the hosts 
of heaven venerate and adore ! We desire to 
bow before thee this evening, with composed 
minds, devout affections, and fervent piety. In 
lengthening out our days, it is thy gracious de- 
sign, to spare us for repentance and future im- 
provement. In thine hand, O Lord, our breath 
is ; and because thou hast not withdrawn thy 
parental support, we are still upheld in life. If 
we have this day overcome temptation to evil, 
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if we have in any respect obeyed thy holy willj 
and done good in the world ; unto thee be the 
praise. But we take shame to ourselves, that 
we have hitherto profited so little by thy con- 
tinuance of us in life. How many hours, as they 
have passed, have accused us of negligence ! — 
Holy God, we are weak and erring ; but as thou 
rememberest we are dust, we would penitently 
supplicate that mercy, which thou hast prom- 
ised through thy beloved Son. In him, we be- 
seech thee, be gracious toward our past failings, 
and awaken us to future diligence, so that we 
may make our calling and election sure. Let 
our faith in the Saviour be something more than 
a cold assent of the understanding. Let it, we 
anxiously pray thee, penetrate our inmost souls, 
warm and invigorate our best afiections, elevate 
us above the world, and make us live for the 
future. Especially let it make the aged sedate 
and exemplary; the middle-aged industrious 
and pure; let it protect the young in their inno- 
cmce ; and make all, of every age, pious and 
• holy. 

Suffer, O God, no inordinate desires ever to 
prevail upon us, to break through the sacred 
boundaries of wisdom, virtue, and true religion. 
May we be like Jesus, our great Exemplar. 

With regard to our temporal condition and 
the continuance of life itself, wo would readily 
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refer these^ O Father, entirely to thy wise dis- 
posal. - We earnestly pray, that thou wilt give 
us wisdom to conduct ourselves well and wise- 
ly, under whatever events thou shalt appoint to 
us. May all conduce to our security and im- 
provement in the holy and divine life. Lead us^ 
in whatever way thou pleasest, to the perfection 
and happiness of our natures. By christian 
dispositions, by an upright conduct, and by n 
steady perseverance in duty to the end, may we 
be prepared to meet death with serenity of mind^ 
to stand before thy bar with christian hope, 
and to become blessed in the inheritance of 
eternal life. 

Preserve, we beseech thee, among Christians, 
the sacred bond of unity. Among less impor- 
tant differences, may all discern the supreme 
value of piety, charity and holiness ; and may 
we show our love to Christ, by practising his 
commands. 

O thou common Parent of all ! continue thy 
care over the nations that unhappily know not 
thee. Raise up chosen instruments to carry 
amongst them the right knowledge of thee, the 
only true God, and of Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent as the messenger of thy truth to men. 

God of grace and consolation ! be thou the 
kind deliverer of all under affliction, whether 
of mind, body, or estate. Pity those who la- 
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bour under the pressure of poverty. Dispose 
to kindness those who are able to afford theni 
relief. Succour the tempted. Defend the op- 
pressed.. Support the persecuted for righteous* 
ness' sake. Comfort the sorrowful. Speak 
peace to the troubled mind. Spare desirable 
and ujseful lives. Prepare such as are near 
death for an exchange of worlds. Be thou the 
tender Guardian of the destitute ; the Fathtf 
of the fatherless; and the widow's God. Re* 
ward thou our benefactors ; and if we have ene- 
mies, Father, forgive them. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for thy goodness and 
care to us, through the day that is now closing. 
Praised and adored be thy great name for all 
\9e enjoy or yet hope for. May we lie down 
this night in peace with God, with our own con- 
sciences, and with all mankind. May our sleep 
be refreshing and tranquil ; and through thine 
all-protecting providence, may the morning 
light find us in health for the duties of the day« 
Hear us, Holy Father, as thy children, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen^ 
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FBZDA7 acoHirxira. 

• Holt, holy, holy Lord God Almighty! 
Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy 
glory. The glorious company of the Apostles 
praise thee. The goodly fellowship of the 
Prophets praise thee. The noble army of Mar- 
tyrs praise thee. The holy church throughout 
all the world doth acknowledge thee, the Fa- 
ther of infinite majesty. We thy servants, 
though a small part of thy great family, would 
come in humble trust and with pure hearts, to 
join our praises and prayers with those of the 
spirits in thy presence, ascribing glory and hon- 
our, dominion and power, to him who sitteth 
upon the throne, forever and ever. We would 
acknowledge thee, the great and good Source 
of existence. Wherever we turn, we behold 
convincing proofs of thy being, agency, and 
care. We will extol thee, O Lord our King ; 
we will bless thy name forever and ever. Thou 
didst breathe into us the breath of life, and thine 
inspiration hath given us understanding. In 
thee we live, and move, and have our being. O 
God, our heavenly Father, who hast safely 
brought us to the beginning of this day, defend 
us in the same by thy mighty power, and grant 
that this day we fall into no sin, neither run 
into any kind of danger ; but that all our doings, 
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being ordered by thy governance, may be right* 
eous in thy sight. May we live as seeing thee 
who art invisible ; and wilt thou, who art the 
author of peace, and lover of concord, in knowl- 
edge of whom standeth our eternal life, and 
whose service is perfect freedom, defend us, 
thy humble servants, in all assaults of our ene- 
mies ; that we, surely trusting in thy defence, 
may not fear the power of any adversaries. 
May we have the piety and fortitude which 
were in Jesus Christ. 

Hear our intercessions, O Lord, for the land 
in which we live ; and wilt thou, who art the 
high and mighty Ruler of the universe, who 
dost from thy throne behold all the dwellers 
upon earth, behold and bless with thine abun- 
dant favour all those who rule over us in our 
national and state governments. Replenish 
them with the grace of thy holy spirit, so that 
they may always incline to thy will and walk 
in thy way ; endue them plenteously with heav- 
enly gifts, so as to enable them most effectually 
to advance learning, peace, and holiness. 

O God, the Creator and Preserver of all 
mankind, we unitedly beseech thee for all sorts 
and conditions of men, that thou wouldst be 
pleased to make thy ways known unto them, 
thy saving health unto all nations. More es- 
pecially we pray for thy holy church universal, 
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that it may be so guided and governed by thee, 
that all who profess and call themselves Christ- 
ians, may be led into the way of truth, and hold 
the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, 
and in righteousness of life. Finally, we com- 
mend to thy fatherly goodness all those who 
are any ways afflicted or distressed, in mind, 
body, or estate, that it may please thee to com- 
fort and relieve them according to their several 
necessities ; giving them patience under their 
sujSerings, and a happy issue out of all their 
afflictions. 

But while we acknowledge thee, O Father, 
as the suprmne Disposer of our condition, we 
would not overlook the mercies which surround 
us. We, thine unworthy servants, would give 
thee most humble and hearty thanks for thy 
goodness and lovingkindness to us and to all 
men. We bless thee for our creation, preser- 
vation, and all the comforts of this life ; but, 
above all, for thine inestimable love in the re- 
demption of the world through our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; for the means of grace ; and for the 
hope of glory. And, we beseech thee, give us 
such a due sense of all thy mercies, that our 
hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that 
we may show forth thy praise, not only with 
our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves 
to thjr service, and by walking before thee, in 
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holiness and. righteousness, all our remaining 
days. 

Merciful God, wilt thou go with us through 
this day. Aid us in all our duties, shield us 
from every harm, and bring us at last to thy- 
self 5 which we ask, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 



FHZDA7 EVEUZira. 

O THOU, on whom all eyes wait, all crea- 
tures depend ! Our God and Father ! We 
come now in the solemnities of prayer, to spread 
out our wants before thee, who alone canst re- 
lieve them ; and to dedicate to thee the lives 
thou art sparing. A ware of the sacred pres- 
ence in which we stand, may our devotions be 
the ascent of our souls to thee. 

O thou, whose ear is this moment open to 
our cry ! we desire to bow before, thee with 
profound veneration and holy fear, remember- 
ing the distance there is between thee and us. 
Infinite, eternal God ! we come to submit our 
ways to thy guidance^ our interests to thy dis- 
posal. On thee we depend for our continuance 
in life, both in this world and the next. To thee 

we would piously look for safety amidst un- 

9 



98 

foreseen exposures ; for the means of subsist- 
ence ; for our daily bread ; for our necessary 
raiment ; for the vigour of health ; for fruitful 
seasons ; and for all the supports and com- 
forts of life. 

On thee must we depend for our social bless- 
ings ; for our religious privileges ; for the ben- 
efit of divine instruction ; and for all our oppor- 
tunities of improving in virtue and piety. To 
thee virould we render thanks that a Saviour 
was sent to bless us, by throwing light upon 
the path of duty ; by setting before us a spot- 
less example ; by imparting the renewing influ- 
ences of Christianity ; and by yielding himself 
up to death, that he might become the author 
of eternal salvation to all who obey him. 

O God ! who can declare thy mighty acts ? 
who can show forth all thy praise 1 If we speak 
of thy mercies, they are more than can be num- 
bered. We will give thee thanks so long as 
we live ; every day will we bless thee, and we 
will praise thy name forever. 

But whilst we acknowledge thy kindness with 
gratitude, it becometh us to confess with heart- 
felt penitence, that we have sinned against thee. 
We have disregarded thine all-searching eye, 
and have offended against thy continual good- 
ness. Merciful Father, we sincerely lament 
our past unfaithfulness and disobedience ; and 
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earnestly entreat that thou wouldst not be strict 
to mark iniquity against us. According to ihf 
rich grace in Jesus Christ, grant us mercy and 
pardon, so that we may return to thee, humble 
and penitent : and do thou, O God, never suf- 
fer us again to wander. 

Learn us, in whatever state we are, there- 
with to be content. In prosperity make us 
humble and thankful, willing to show kindness 
to our brethren. In adversity and affliction, 
may we not. despise thy chastening, nor faint 
when we are rebuked of thee. O may we cast 
our cares upon thee, who carest for us, know- 
ing that whatever thou doest, thou doest for our 
future welfare. 

We would now commit ourselves into thine 
hands and may all our devotions produce in us 
the fruits of good living, to the honour of thy 
name ; so that continually advancing in our 
likeness to thee, the great object of our wor-t 
ship, we may, at length, be trained up to dwell 
with thee, under a more perfect discipline, and 
in higher services, in thy heavenly kingdom. 

But, O God of goodness ! while we suppli- 
cate for ourselves, we would not forget to ask 
thy choicest favour upon our friends. May those 
who are united to us by the ties of nature or af- 
fection, be united to thee in the ties of piety 
and holiness. Preserve thou their lives, and 
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make them iastrumontal of good in their 
and generation. 

iSless thou the hoary head ; and may the aj 
as they see the time at hand when they r 
meet thee and give an account of their si 
ardsbip, have the testimony of conscience^ 
in simplicj^ty and in godly sincerity, not 
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, i 
have had their conversation in the world. ] 
those in the vigour of life remember that 
their powers are from thee, and that they 
therefore to dedicate to thee what thou '. 
given them. And may the young remem 
that now is the time to lay the foundatioi 
useful and happy Uves ; and wilt thou, O 
ther, guide their inexperienced feet. 

Hear us^ in heaven, thy holy habitation, 
when thou hearest, return an answer of pef 
4ill which we ask, through Jesus Christ. Ar 



SATVHDA7 KOHUZirG. 

Infinite and Eternal God ! We adore 
as possessed of every attribute which can c^ 
the affection and reverence of rational bei 
Thy jower acts by thy wisdom. Thy good 
has affixed a healing and restoring efficac 
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moral punishment. Thy justice is not severity. 
Thy mercy is always in exercise, and endureth 
forever. Thy benevolence, wishing to exert 
itself^ gave existence to the universe ; and thou 
hast no object before the happiness of thy crea- 
tures. All thou doest now, or ever will do, 
will be according to that infinite mercy which 
loves to forgive, and that unceasing goodness 
which loves to bless. Glory be to thy name 
for the assurance, that thou art our Father, 
aind that our Father is Love. 
• Thanks be to thy name, for the various in- 
terviews the world has had with thee its Maker. 
We rejoice in thy rich promises to Abraham, 
that in him, all the families of the earth. should 
be blessed. We thank thee for the long suc- 
cession of prophets, through whom thou didst 
pour increasing light upon a benighted world. 
But glory be to God in the highest, that in the 
fulness of time thou didst send forth thy Son, 
who, in the counsels of thy wisdom, was he, 
who was to come, the Messiah, the last Pro- 
phet, through whom thou wast to have direct 
intercourse with man. Never, O Father, can 
we suflSiciently praise, and bless, and magnify 
thy holy name, for the gift of a Saviour, a Re- 
deemer^ an Intercessor, and an Advocate. Our 
souls would kindle into the highest praise, when 
we read that his advent was announced by an- 

9* 
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gels^ and that his character at his baptism was 
attested by thy voice from heaven declaring. 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am v^ell 
pleased ! Glory be to thy name, that thou didst 
give thy spirit to him v^ithout measure ; and 
didst fill him with thy wisdom ; and clothe him 
with thy power ; and so communicate to him 
thy vifill, that he appeared on earth, the perfect, 
visible representative of thee, who art invisible. 
Blessed be God ! that, by astonishing and be- 
nevolent miracles, he confirmed his* title to the 
messiahship ; that he disclosed thy whole char- 
acter in all its benignity ; that he unfolded the 
moral nature of man, and marked out the du- 
ties which spring from it ; that he announced 
the terms of pardon and acceptance with thee ; 
and established, by his resurrection, the doc- 
trine of eternal life. 

O God, let us ever devoutly thank thee for 
the high and sacred character he sustained; and-- 
may we always view him in the divinity of bia 
mission, the divinity of his office, the divinity* 
of his doctrines. Give us to see the connexions 
that his laws, his example, his sufferings anci 
death, have with our salvation. Grant that th^ 
animating motives and the awful sanctions o i 
Christianity, may take such deep hold of out 
minds, that we shall break off our sins by re- 
pentance, and our iniquities by turning unto 



i 
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thee; and shall. hereafter live the lives we live 
in the fleshy by faith in the Son of God. O may 
we grow in grace ; press on toward perfection ; 
abound in the work of the Lord ; have our con- 
versation in heaven, and our hearts there ; live 
piously and godly in the world, looking for that 
blessed hope, the appearance of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who shall recompense 
to every man according to his deeds and char* 
acter, whether they be good or evil. 

In his name, who died that we might live, we 
bring these requests to the throne of grace, and 
in his own prayer would further call upon thee* 

Our Father who art in heaven ! Hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth, as it is heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread ; and forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into trial, but deliver us 
from evil ; for thine is the kingdom, the power^ 
and the glory forever. Amen. 



SATXTHDA7 EVfiSTXirO. 

O.TH0U, who remainest the same through 
the succession of days and weeks, of months 
and years ! Through all the revolutions of 
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time^ thou, O God, art the same unwearied 
goodness. All things proceed from thee, and 
tfiy presence is the life of the world. In thy 
hand is our breath, and it is of thy mercy that 
we are not consumed. 

Parent of good ! at the close of another day 
and another week, we would come to return 
our humble thanks for the mercies which have 
crowned this period ; and to implore their con- 
tinuance. Whilst many have been cut off, and 
have passed into eternity, we are yet left, the 
spared monuments of thy sparing favour. — 
Whilst many have fallen on our right hand and 
on our left, we have escaped, to witness that 
thou art good to the evil and unthankful. 

Unfailing Source of life and mercy ! Thou 
in wisdom didst place us on this stage of action. 
Thou didst uphold us in the helpless day& of 
infancy ; and thou didst preserve us amidst our 
exposures. Thine unseen hand led us safely 
through childhood, and the slippery paths of 
youth. We tasted of thy bounty before we 
were capable of acknowledging the source from 
whence it came. With each returning day, and 
week, and year, thy blessings have been mul- 
tiplied upon us 5 and when we review the many 
instances of thy paternal goodness, we are con- 
strained to say. Hitherto hath the Lord helped 
us. Yea, through riches of divine love and for- 
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bearance, thou art continuing us in a state of 
trial, giving us space for repentance, and favour- 
ing us with the means of grace and reformation. 
To thy providence we owe the establishment 
of civil society ; the institution of wise and sal- 
utary laws ; the progress of useful knowledge ; 
the advantages of commercial intercourse ; and 
all the improvements and blessings of social 
life. From thee, we derive all our opportuni- 
ties of becoming acquainted with ourselves, 
and with thee, our Maker ; and of acquiring 
the habits, and enjoying the pleasures of virtue 
and piety. To thee we are indebted for the 
instructions and examples of the wise and good; 
for the benefits of a virtuous education ; for 
the opportunity of social worship ; for every 
advantage which we derive from the sacred in- 
stitutions of religion ; for the excellent rules of 
virtue which Christianity prescribes, and for 
the powerful motives it suggests, to persuade 
us to a steadfast perseverance in welldoing. It 
is through thine unchangeable and everlasting 
mercy, that we are made capable of extending 
our views and desires beyond this present life, 
and that we are inspired with the joyful and 
animating hope of immortality. 

All happiness proceeds from thee ; unto thee 
all praise and gratitude are due ! 
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Almighty God ! in view of all thy goodness^ 
we now, with deeply impressed minds, ask 
thine assistance to enable us hereafter to live, 
as becomes those, who are so highly blessed. 
Relying on God, we would in the presence of 
each other, and before thee, form the most se- 
rious and deliberate purpose, to correct what- 
ever hath been wrong in our past temper and 
conduct ; and to live in future as the true and 
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. Trusting 
that thou, who art our Guardian and Friend, 
wilt give us all needful aid, we commit our- 
selves into thine hands. May we be wholly 
and forever thine ; and do thou, O God, ac- 
cept us. — 

* 

Lord of life ; keep us in safety, through the 
night that is coming. May the refreshment of 
sleep prepare us to enter on the day sacred to 
devotion ; and when our days and weeks on 
earth shall be closing, and the night of death 
shall come, may we then fall asleep in Jesus, 
looking for that morning of the resurrection, 
when we may be admitted to nobler services 
in thy heavenly temple. Amen. 



OCCASIOITAIi PRAYERS Alf D 
THASTKSGIVISTGS. 



FZIAYBIIS. 



FOR A SICK PERSON. 

Be merciful, O Lord ! in a particular man- 
ner to this family, into which thou hast permit- 
ted sickness to enter. Graciously support thy 
sei^vant under thine afflicting hand. If it seem 
good in thy sight, bless the means which are 
using for his^ restoration and usefulness. May 
the fruit of affliction be the taking away of sin. 
Endue him with patience to possess his soul, 
and to resign himself to thine all-wise disposal. 
And may every disorder we feel in ourselves 
or observe in others, make us more sensible of 
the frailty of our nature, and engage us to ap- 
ply our hearts, with greater diligence, to that 

* The words, hi$, him, he, &c. printed in Italics, may be changed 
into her, $he, &c. as the occasion may require. 
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wisdom which shall prepare us for death and 
eternity. 



FOR A AIGK CHILD. 

O Thou, who art a present help in every 
time of need ! Our trust and hope are in thee ! 
O God. we come with our intercessions for 
thy young strt^mxt^ who is labouring under pain 
and sickness. We beseech thee, if it be thy 
will, to remove the disorder under which hit 
labours, and to restore him to strength and 
health. Suffer not the wishes and hopes of /ii« 
parents to be disappointed ; but in thy great 
mercy, spare him to be the comfort and sup- 
port of their advancing years, and to be useful 
in the world. But whatever thou hast deter- 
mined concerning Aim, thy will, O God, be 
done. Into thy hands we commit ourselves 
and all our enjoyments ; we desire, at all times, 
patiently to submit to thine appointments ; and 
we humbly pray, that, whatever shall be the 
issue of this visitation, thou wouldst endue the 
minds of those whom it more nearly concerns, 
with resignation to thy holy providence ; and 
may we all, by what we suffer as well as what 
we enjoy, be trained up for that worldj where 
there shall be no more sorrow nor pain, nor 
death. 
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IX TIME OF SICKNESS. 

O Thou, who knowest what is best for us ! 
in this time of sympathy and distress, we call 
upon thee who art a great Physician of soul 
and body, for compassion and deliverance. 
With humble submission to thy wisdom and 
goodness, may we regard the lives dear to us, 
as at thy disposal, and in every instance bow 
to thy holy will. Thou, O Lord ' healest all 
our diseases, thou redeemest our lives from 
destruction, and crownest us with lovingkind-* 
nees and tender mercy. Our help is in thee 
alone. Look upon us, we beseech thee, in pity 
£uid in love. Rebuke the malady which pre- 
Tails among us, and may the lives and health 
of thy {people be precious in thy sight. 



IK UMB OF "WAB, 

Wilt thou, who stillest the noise of the seas, 
and the tumult of the people^ eause the wrath 
of man to praise thee, and the Temaimder of 
livrath do thou restrain. Suflfer niot our ene- 
mies to be thy scourge unto us ; but remove 
ih>m us the cdamity if wai", and may t))e«)(irm 
thereof no mdre be hseard in our fftteeHs. Pre- 
▼tot, ^e besreech thee the effusion of -Jiufman 
blood, and xmise otir ^em^ethieB tt> ^be at peace 

10 
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with us on just and honourable terms ; and may 
we long enjoy the blessings of tranquillity, hav- 
ing none to molest or to make us afraid. O 
God ! wilt thou hasten the time, when the reign 
of peace shall commence under the Prince 
of Peace, and when wars shall cease to the 
ends of the earth. 



AFT£R THE DEATH OF ANY PERSOlf Ilf A FAMILY. 

Eternal God ! without whose direction 
and providence, nothing happeneth to us in life 
or death ; out of the depths of affliction and 
sorrow, unto thee do we lift up our souls ; for 
our help and our hopes are in thee. Our lives 
are in thy hands ; and all our enjoyments are 
at thy disposal. Thou didst at first call us into 
life, by thy mighty power; and, when thou tak- 
est away our breath, we die, and return to 
the dust. 

In the midst of life we are in death ; to whom 
shall we go for succour, but unto thee, O Lord, 
who changest not, and who hast been the ref- 
uge of the children of men, in all generations ? 
The Lord liveth ; let our hearts rejoice ; and 
let the God of our salvation be forever exalted. 
Under all the troubles of this mortal life, thy 
mercy which landureth forever, is our confid^iee 
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and jpy • Behold thy servants, O Lord ; do 
with Ufs whatsoever seemeth good in thy sight, 
not our wills, but thine be done. The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed 
be the name of the Lord. Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, ac- 
cording to his abundant mercy, hath begotten 
US again, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, to the lively hope of an inherit- 
ance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fad- 
eth not away. 

Sanctify unto us, O God, the dispensation 
of thy providence which hath taken from the 
bosom of this family one of its members. May 
we, when we see one after another called away, 
be induced to consider what manner of persons 
we ought to be. May we submit to thy will, 
and be able to make a wise improvement of thy 
dealings. O may we live as those who have 
here no continuing city, and prepare to follow 
those who have gone before us. 



AFTER THE DEATH OF A NEIGHBOUU. 

Ever living God ! in whosesight athousand 
ages are but as yesterday when it is past, and 
as a watch in the night ! be thou the support 
of thy servants who are now mourning the loss 
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of a relative and friend. Sanctify, we beseech 
thee, this visitajion of thy providence. May 
they experience the consolations which religion 
affords. By the frequent instances of mortality 
around us, may we learn to know our end^. and 
the measure of our days, what it is, that we may 
know how frail we are. Neighbour after aeigh- 
hour art thou calling away, and house after 
house hath witnessed the footsteps of death. 
Merciful God ! O teach us to live in such a 
manner as we shall wish we had done, when 
W3 come to. die. Whatsoever our hands find 
to do, may we do it with all our might, since 
there is no work or device in the grav^ whjther 
we are going. Give us grace to follow the good 
examples of those who have departed thi^ life 
in thy faith and fear, that at length we may, 
with them, be partakers of thy heavenly king- 
dom. May we glorify thee on earth, und finish 
the work thou hast given us to do, that when 
we shall leave this world we may rest in peac^.; 
and being found acceptable in thy sight, may 
we be received to the reward of faithful ser- 
vants, through the riches of divine grace in 
Jesus Christ. 
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FOR A PERSON BOWG ON A JOURNEY. 

Almighty God ! the Preserver of all thy 
creatures, and the Confidenee of the ends of the 
earth ! We wquld humbly recommend to thy 
gracious protection, thy servant^ who is going 
from us. While far distant from us, may thy 
providence defend him. Preserve him from 
the peculiar dangers to which he may be ex- 
posed, and, above all, from moral evil. Succeed 
him in all his lawful and honourable designs, 
and restore him to his friends in innocence and 
safety, that he may have fresh occasions to cel- 
ebrate the praises of thy goodness with a thank- 
ful heart. And may we long live together, to 
enjoy the pleasures of domestic life, and to man- 
ifest our thankfulness for thy various mercies. 



FOR A PERSON GOING ON A VOYAGE. 

Eternal and merciful Jehovah! thou art 
our Protector, and thou art our Hope. Thou 
sjpreadest out the heavens, and rulest the raging 
of the ocean. At thy command the winds and 
storms arise ; and at thy word they are still. 
Receive thy servant^ we beseech thee, under 
thine almighty protection. Presei*ve him from 
the dangers of the sea, and the attempts of 
wicked men. Be with him in other lands for 
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his security and his health ; and may his life 
be very precious in thy sight. In the appointed 
time, wilt thou restore him to his native coun- 
try in safety, to enjoy the fruits of his industry 
and labour, the benefits of society, and the &i* 
dearments of domestic life, with a thankful re- 
membrance of thy mercies, who art the Giver 
of all good. 



FOR RAIN. 

O Thou, who art the Author of nature! 
thou didst promise to give rain unto thy flEUth* 
ful people, in due season ; and hast promised, 
by thy Son, that all who seek thy kingdom and 
the righteousness thereof, shall receive all 
things necessary to their bodily sustenance ; 
send us, we beseech thee, in this our necessity^ 
such moderate showers of rain, that we may 
receive the fruits of the earth to our comfort 
and relief No longer, we pray thee, make the 
heavens over our heads as brass, nor the rain 
of our land, powder and dust. But wilt thou, 
who art the Father of the rain, visit and water 
thy weary heritage, that there may be grass for 
the cattle, and com for the service of man. The 
year, O God, is thine ; and wilt thou crown it 
with thy blessing. 
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FOR FATOVRAQLE WEATHER. 

Fa THEE of mercies ! while we acknowledge 
thee in all thy dealings with us and bow with 
submission to thy chastisements, we would im- 
plore thy smiles upon this season, in which our 
plenty may be turned into scarceness. We 
would see thee in what we suffer. May thy 
blessing yet be upon the year ; and the fruits 
of the earth in due time be brought to perfec- 
tion. O may we learn by thy dispensations, to 
amend our lives ; and while we rejoice in thy 
clraaency, may we keep from abusing thy vari- 
ous bounties by intemperance. Grant that we 
may use them with sobriety and thankfulness, 
being bountiful and charitable to those who are 
in want. Forgive us, O Lord, our many trans- 
gressions, and deal with us according to thine 
abundant mercy in Jesus Christ. 
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THAlfKSGlTIUrG^ 



FOB RECOYBRY FROM SIGKNEflS. 

To the praises' which we always owe to thee, 
the Author of oTery good, for all thy kindness 
we would, at this time, call upon our soots to 
thank thee, with peculiar emotions of gratitude) 
for the restoration of thy servant to health. 
Thou hast preserved him from death ; thou hast 
spoken the word of healing, and tie liveth. We 
will unite to praise thee, for thou hast heard 
our supplications, and art become our salvation. 
Thou hast chastened us ; but hast delivered us 
from the evil we feared. Perfect the recovery 
of thy servant. Give us a deep sense of tlqr 
mercy in this instance ; assist thy servant to 
devote himself to thy glory ; and enable us all 
so to improve the blessing of health, that we 
may look forward with joy to that world, where 
there will be no sickness nor pain. 



FOR PEACE. 

O THOU God of peace, and lover of concord ! 
accept our heartfelt thanks for the return and 
continuance of our national peace and tranquil- 
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lity . May we be duly sensible Of this instance 
of thy goodness to us, and by making a proper 
improTement of it, secure tliy future favour, and 
thus be that happy people, whose God is the 
Lord. Unite the hearts of all mankind in the 
bonds of brotherly love; and may the happy 
time soon come, when the calamities of war 
shall cease forever, and peace and righteousness 
universally prevail. 



AJPTER A/ JOURKKY. 

O Fat^heb, our Refuge and our Straigth ! 
protection, comfort and success are aU fir^^i 
thee. We join with thy servant ia returning 
thee thanks, for preserving him from all- the 
dangers to which he has been exposed^ and for 
restoring him to his family and friends, in health 
and safety. While we rejoice in every instance 
of thy goodness to ourselves or friends, may we 
be careful to express the sense we have of our 
obligations to thee, by a suitable life and con- 
versation. 



AFTER A VOYAGB. 

We thank thee. Lord of heaven and earth ! 
that thou hast graciously watched over thy ser- 
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vant during his exposure to the dangers of the 
sea. Thine arm hath been under him for hia 
safety. Write upon his heart the characters of 
gratitude. May he be duly saisible of thy con- 
tinual providence, and determine to dedicate to 
thee the life thou hast preserved. 



FOR ItAlS 

O God, our heavenly Father ! who by thy 
gracious providence dost cause the rain to de- 
scend upon the earth, that it may bring forth 
fruit for the use of man ; we give thee humble 
thanks that it hath pleased thee, in our neces- 
sity, to send us a joyful rain, and to refresh and 
fertilize the earth, to the great comfort of us 
thy servants, who desire to be grateful to thee 
for thy seasonable kindness, and to acknowledge 
ourselves indebted unto thee, not only for this 
but for all the blessings we enjoy. 



FOR FAIR WEATHER. 

O God, who hast mercifully relieved us in this 
seasonable and happy change of weather ! we 
praise thee for this mercy 5 and far from over- 
looking the common bounties of thy pro vidence, 
we desire to receive them with true gratitude, 
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and to show our thankfulness by using them as 
we ought. : While we live by tby goodness^ may 
we live to thy praisa 



FOR A FROTTFinL SEASOK. 

Bountiful Benefactor! all that we possess 
proceeds from thy munificence. To thy sove- 
reign goodness we are indebted for all the ad- 
vantages of our condition. We rejoice at this 
time with humble thankfulness in the gifts of 
thine undeserved bounty ; that thou hast caused 
the earth to yield its increase, and crowned the 
year with thy goodness. Year after year hast 
thou furnished out the treasures of nature for 
our support, and we have had all things richly 
to enjoy. Whilst thou art thus sending down 
thy blessings upon us, dispose us to live in a 
sober, temperate, and charitable enjoyment of 
them, and to bring forth the fruits of holiness 
all the days of our life. 



FOR HEAI^TH, OR ANY PARTICULAR BLESSIlfG. 

O THOU first and best of Beings ! We thank 
thee that the voice. of health and peace is heard 
id our habitation. Imploring thy favour for the 
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future, and acknowledging thy goodness in all 
the rarious blessings bestowed cto ns ; we would 
particularly offer thee our fervMt thanks fop the 
recent and important blessing, which fills our 
hearts with joy. For the pleasure it yields, for 
the relief it affords, and for the circumstances 
of comfort it brings, accept, O Father, our 
heartfelt praise. While thy smiles are upon us^ 
may we remember that our strength is from 
thee, and that when thou withdrawest thy face, 
we are troubled. O may thy goodness lead ns 
to thee ; and may we rejoice as though we re- 
joiced not, considering that the fashion of this 
world passeth away. 



121 

fajhiliY pbayjbrs 

ADAPTED TO PARTICULAR TIMES 



AT THE CI^OSE OF THE TEAR. 

Eternal Jehovah ! in thee we live, and 
move, and have our being. In thy hand is oar 
breath ; it is because thou hast sustained us, 
that we have continued to this day. With 
{Mtaise to thee, the God of our lives, we come 
into thy presence, and worship at thy footstool. 
Thou art the unfailing Source of mercy. Thou 
didst bring us into this world, and place us in 
this probationary state. Thou didst shield us 
from every danger, during the exposures of 
infancy; and every day have we tasted that 
the Lord is gracious. We fed upon thy boun- 
ties, before we knew thee to be the Giver of 
every good and perfect gifl. Thou hast helped 
us in all our troubles. Often hast thou healed 
our diseases, removed our sorrows, and renew- 
ed our strength. Thy candle has shone upon 
our dwelling, thy love has nourished us, and 
thy smiles have gladdened our hearts. In the 
past what fresh instances of parental love do 
we remember. Whilst many, during this pe- 
riod have been cut down, and have passed into 
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an unseen eternity, we are yet numbered with 
the living. Through the riches of thy long-^ 
suffering and forbearance, thou art continuing 
us in a state of trial, giving us space for re* 
pentance, and favouring us with thy holy Gos- 
pel, and with all necessary means of grace 
and reformation. 

God of compassion ! take not thy holy^ spirit 
from us. Continue to us thy heavenly bless- 
ings. Prepare us for future changes in our 
condition, and let them be sanctified to our 
truest interest and happiness. We commit 
ourselves to thy care ; we devote ourselves to 
thy service ; we refer all events concerning us, 
to thine infinite wisdom and fatherly goodness. 
Lead us seasonably to consider the things that 
belong to our peace. Give us realizing views 
of death, and a judgment to come. Enable 
us to depart from the world, when thou shall 
call us away, with tranquillity and comfort of 
mind, exempt from the terrors of guilt; and 
bring us to the enjoyment of thy favour in the 
realms of light and glory, through the media- 
tion of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
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▲T THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR. 

O THOU who art the same from everlasting 
to everlasting ! God of the spirits of all flesh ! 
Preserver of the children of men ! hear in mer- 
cy thy servants, who raise their hearts unto 
thee. We acknowledge, that, in seasons past, 
we have often been too earnest about things 
of sense and time, too regardless of the objects 
of faith mid futurity. We confess we have too 
often walked in a vain show, and disquieted 
ourselves in vain. O ur years have been spent 
like a tale that is told. We cannot deny that we 
have been oftentimes undutiful and unthank- 
ful. Shouldst thou judge without mercy, we 
must be utterly destitute of hope. Shouldst 
thou deal with us according to our sins, we 
must be miserable indeed. But we rejoice that 
diou desirest not the ruin of thy creatures, but 
rather that they should repent and live. It is 
our desire, O God, to cast off all the unfruit- 
ful works of darkness, and to walk as children 
of the light and of the day. It is our purpose, 
that this year shall witness our greater refor- 
mation from every thing that is amiss in us, 
and our increasing improvement in the graces 
of the christian character. 

If it be consistent with the purposes of thy 
inscrutable wisdom, we pray, O Lord I tUat<^wx 
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lives may be spared ; not merely that we i 
enjoy an animal existence, but that we maj 
furnished with an opportunity of doing \ 
becoming better. We commit all our c 
corns to thee ; and would submit to those 
cumstances, which thou, who alone knov 
what is best for us, shalt ordain. If thou n 
we desire the continuance of health and o< 
fort. If thou shouldst send sickness or ad^ 
sity to us, may we be prepared for these 
all other changes in our condition. If it 
thy decree, that this year we should die, i 
we be ready for our departure. We c 
not say we will do this or ths^t ; but we wc 
bherish one resolution, to become and alw 
to be such as thou shalt be pleased to 
prove. 

Heavenly Father ! do thou preserve us £ 
every injurious delay. Let not the nigh 
darkness, in which no man can work, overt 
us unawares. Forbid that we should ever ] 
sume on life, or boast of tomorrow, or be 
moderately attached to earthly things. ]S 
we always do with diligence what thou s 
appoint us to perform. If death shall appro 
us by slow advances, may it find us well 
ployed ; and if we are suddenly called to 
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change worlds^ may it not be our lot, to have 
treasured up fear and remorse. 

O thou, who art the God of our lives and 
the length of our days ! We would begin this 
year with thee ; and in thy service we would 
spend it. Aid us in all our doings by thy most 
gracious favour, and preserve us from every 
evil. And when our years shall cease to re- 
, volve on earth, O receive us to thy presence, 
whiBre there is neither beginning of years nor 
end of days. Hear us, O God ! through our 
great Mediator ; and unto thee, the King eter- 
nal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be 
honour and glory forever and ever. Amen. 



SPRING. 

O God ! the Creator and Preserver of all 
things ! With unerring wisdom thou maintain- 
est the beauty and order of nature. We look 
up with joy and confidence to thy gracious 
power which causeth the returning seasons to 
know their place. Thou hast sent forth thy 
spirit ; thou renewest the face of the earth. 
The laws of nature are thy government, and 
the effects of them are the dispensations of 
thy providence. Summer and winter, seed- 
time and harvest, cold and heat, are directed 
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by thee. At one time thou givest siiow liko 
wool, and scattercst the hoar frost like ashes y 
at another time thou bringest food out of the 
earth, and causest grass to grow for cattle^ and 
herb for the service of man. 

Because thine eye is upon the year, from 
the beginning even unto the end, we are now 
called to rejoice that the winter is past, the 
rain is over and gone, the flowers appear upon 
earth, the singing of birds is come ; the tree 
puts forth its leaves, and the fields give forth 
their fragrance ; the mountains and hills break 
forth into singing, and the trees of the forest 
clap their hands. O Lord, how manifold are 
thy works ! " v.. 

We bless thee for the beneficial influenc#if<H 
the heavenly bodies ; for the light of tho\J|ip^, 
and the constant revolution of the seasons; ^id 
all the rich provision thou hast made*for 6 
present support and delight. We bless thee 
all our comforts during the inclemencies of the' 
winter which is now past ; for all the pleasant 
intercourse of domestic life, and the kind offices 
of mutual friendship and good neighborhood ; 
and, above all, we rejoice in our capacities for 
contemplating thy mighty works with emotions 
of religious praise and pleasure. 
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We now behold the effects of thy powerful 
energy. All nature bespeaks a present Deity. 
We would look up to thee, from whom cometh 
oar help. May devotion invigorate and sanc- 
tify the labours of the approaching season. 
May he who plougheth, plough with religious 
hope. May he who soweth, duly rejoice in 
the expectation of his reaping. As our great 
Exemplar hath taught us, we pray for our daily 
f bread ; and wilt thou feed us with food con- 
venient for us. Bless thou the springing of 
the year, and enrich the earth with the rain of 
heaven ; let our pastures be clothed with flocks, 
our vallies covered with corn, and the year 
crovvned with thy goodness. 
I Above all, we beseech thee to multiply the 
i spiritual seed of divine truth. Crown with an 
abundfuit blessing our spiritual labours ; and 
jnrhile we reap the harvest of bread, O may we 
ip the richer fruits of righteousness. By our 
spiritual improvements, may we be like unto 
that earth, which, drinking in the rain that 
cometh oft upon it, bringeth forth herbs meet 
for them by whom it is dressed, and receiveth 
blessing from God ; and not like unto th^t, 
which, bearing thorns and briars, is rejected, 
. and nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be 
burned. 
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Establish us in every good word and work^ 
and unite us more closely to him who is the 
true vine. As branches in him, wilt thou mer- 
cifully spare and purge us, and may we glorify 
thee, our heavenly Father, by bearing much 
fruit. Unto thee, O God, who art the Author 
of our condition, and the Foundation of our 
hope, be praises everlasting. Amen, 



SVMHER. 

Eternal God, the Creator of the world, 
whose almighty power and continual agency 
are seen by the things which are made ! we be- 
seech thee to enable us to derive instruction 
from the prospects of the present season. We 
would raise our thoughts to thee, by whom the 
gun rises in his strength, and in his daily course 
diffuses light and heat over the world; by, 
whom the earth is overspread with trees, and'^ 
herbs, and flowers ; who art the Father of the 
former and latter rain, and nightly begettest 
the drops of the dew. We adore thee in all 
the various productions of the earth, which 
thou art now causing to advance to maturity 
for the support, comfort, and delight of thy 
creatures. We desire never to forget thine 
hand in the glorious scenes by which we are 
surrounded^ or cease to receive all the moral 
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lessons thy works convey. While we -grate- 
fully adore thy goodness in the present circum*- 
^tences of this life, teach us to trust in thy 
mercy and deliverance when adversity shali 
overtake us. May we preserve on our mindf 
an affecting sense of this truth, that all flesh is 
grssSj and the glory of nian as the flower of 
grass. Having been planted in thy vineyard, 
L may we bring forth much good fruitir jso that 
^ we may finally be numbered among tholie who 
are not cumberers of the ground. Af ay our 
faith increase continually. O grant, thqit by 
the milk of thy word we may grow up unto 
jbim in all things who is the head, even Chri^t^ 
Make our souls as a well watered garden ; fl|i4 
laay the soil, by diviQe cultivation, yield all 
Ibd peaceable fruits of righteousness. 

We bless thee, whose works as well as wordd 
lipeak thy will, for the confirmation which the 
■ season aSbrds to our religious faith. The com 
of wheat, that was cast into the ground, has 
resumed the body that pleased thee. We will 
Inquire no mor^— r-How are the dead raised 
Hip, and with what bodies do they come ? We 
rejoice in the prospect of the peaceful bow in 
the clouds, the early pledge of thine inviolable 
fidelity, and repose ourselves under the shadow 
of the Almighty. 
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O that man would prailie the Lord for his 
goodness and for his wonderful works to the 
children of men ! Blessed be the Lord God, 
from everlasting to everlasting, and let all the 
people say. Amen. j 



AUTUBEN. 

O THOTT, who art giving us all things richi| I 
to enjoy! Bountiful Father ! we bless thee for] 
the rich provision which thou hast made for 
our bodily sustenance. Although we have not 
walked in thy statutes, and kept thy command? 
ments as we ought, yet, by thy mercy, the land 
has yielded her increase and the trees their 
fruit. We praise thee for the blessings of the 
harvest, which have been so abundant, and be- 
seech thee to direct us in the temperate and 
^frugal use of thy various bounties. O may we 
not expose ourselves to the accusation of wast* 
ing thy goods, nor abuse them in riotous living. 
With humble thanks we would receive and en- 
joy thy gills, acknowledging at the same time 
that we are not worthy of the rich fruits of 
thy providence. 

Grant, O Father, that our souls may be im- 
pressed with divine lessons from the prospects 
of the season. We have been planted in thy 
vinejard 5 we have been united to a choice vine; 
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but, alas ! we confess with shame, that we have 
not brought forth grapes that are good, but 
wild grapes ; and thou mightest in just judg« 
ment have taken away the hedge, broken down 
the wall, trodden under foot thy vineyard, and 
commanded the clouds no more to rain upon it. 
But we are witnesses of thy divine patience 
and forbearimce. Spare us of thy grace, and 
y. grant us a. further season to bring forth fruit. 
I When thy love does not constrain obedience, 
I may thy terrors persuade ; and by the expect- 
ation of the harvest in the end of the world, 
may we be awakened to sobriety, diligence, 
and watchfulness. O may we all, at this sea- 
son, receive the joyful assurance, that the wise 
and worthy shall reap in due time, if they faint 
not. Assist us, O God, while we are amidst 
the rich favours of thy providence, to live to thy 
praise. We offer our prayers through him 
in whom we have a hope full of immortality ; 
and in his name be glory to thee forever. Amen. 



WINTER. 

SuPREMSLT great and glorious Lord our 
God! before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever thou hadst formed the earth or the world, 
from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 
The things which our eyes behold shall perish, 
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batthou flhalt endure ; — ^they sball be changed, 
but tbou art the same, and thy years shall have 
no end. Thou art calling us, at this time, to 
witness the periodical decay of nature ; j€t 
not without a hope, from the immutability of 
thy character and laws, that there will be a 
renovation. 

In the ord» of thy works, thou art now giv- 
ing snuw like wool, scattering the hoar-firost 
like ashes, and sending thy cold, before which 
none can stand. With devout gratitude we re- 
tire to our warm habitations, and solace our- 
selves with the' unity and love of our domestic 
retreats. We would be particularly mindful 
of our brethren, who may inhabit the cheerless 
house of want. O may not our hearts be cold, 
when we see the naked ; nor our hands be dmt 
against the hungry. May the poor every -where 
have occasion to bless the rich, and may 
prayers, thanksgivings, and alms, unitedly as- 
cend to thee. Appear, O Fathw, for the pro- 
tection of those who are coming on our sea- 
coast at this dangerous season ; whea they are 
tossed and afflicted, do thou deliver them, and 
bring them to their destined haven. 

O thou who rulest the year ! may our reflec- 
tions on the season carry religious lessons to 
our hearts. We adore thy incomprehensible 
power^ which ordains, in their proper order, 
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the effects we now behold. Thou sendest forth 
thj commandment upon the earth, and the 
windy storm and tempest fulfil thy pleasure. 
By thee, the waters are hid as with a stone, 
and the face of the deep is frozen. All is the 
work of thy almighty strength and boundless 
wisdom. We desire to be filled with a sense 
of thy care and love, when we considier thy 
- multiplied provisions for the support and com- 
fort of man and beast, during this barren, in- 
clement season. We rejoice before thee in 
the assurance that the elements are under thy 
controul, subject to thy invariable laws ; and 
that in the appointed time, thou, who bindest 
the sweet influences of Pleiades, wilt loose 
the bands of Orion, renew the face of the 
earth, and spread life and beauty through all 
nature. 

O thou who hast given senses and speech 
and reason to man ! preserve us from misem- 
ploying the leisure now afforded us in exces- 
sive or hurtful diversions ; but may we use it for 
cultivating our minds, examining our hearts, 
and laying up stores of knowledge arid good- 
ness. O may the changes of the year lead us 
to consider how the fashion of this world pass- 
eth away, and to place omr affections on thee, 
the unchangeable and eternal good. 

By the death of the powers of nature^ thou 
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wamest us to remember that we ace aortal { 
and that if, by reason of strength^ we tiFe jnaiif 
years, we may expect old age to benmnb joar 
faculties, and destroy our Activity. By o«r 
diligence and fidelity in youth «nd maiAood, 
may we provide comfortable reflections ^DA 
pleasing hopes, to cheer us in the days qi ior 
firmity and the winter of life. 

Blessed be thy name, that as we know dim. 
wilt make the fields, now desolate, to rejoice^ 
so thou wilt raise firom the dead those wliQ 
sleep in Jesus ; that this mortal shall pot qv 
immortality, and this corruptible shall put op 
incorruption. O make us thy upright 1^4 
faithful servants while welive, that we. may idie 
in peace, and rest in hope, and rise in gloqTy 
through Jesus Christ, the Prince of life. . Amevu 



AKIIUAI. FAST. 

Almighty and most merciful God t die 
righteous Lord who Joveth holiness.; wiw art 
a consuming fire to the disobedient and impen* 
itent, but a compassionate iFather to such as 
repent and turn to thee. We would come be- 
fore thee this dfty with a huvpble .confession of 
sin, and the devest selfr^tbasement, beseeoht- 
ing thee to imprqsa cm our minds every argu- 
ment to repeQtwce .And .^QMadmoPt^ and to 
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pour out upon the people of our land the spirit 
ef prayer and humiliation. 

O thou Supreme Director in human affairs! 
We thank thee for the advantage of our con- 
dition ; that we enjoy liberty, safety and plen- 
ty ; that we do not groan under the miseries 
of tyranny, and bloodshed, and ruin ; tlat thou 
hast given us fruitful seasons, and preserved 
us from famine, pestilence, and war. Surely 
the lines are fallen to u6 iik pleasant places, and 
we have a goodly heritage. Yet we have made 
uiiwortfay returns for thy lovmgkindness, and 
«hown ourselves undeserving of thy mercies. 
We lament that plenty has been abused by 
luxury, and liberty by lic^itiousness ; our ease 
and safety, by strife, eavyings, and divisions. 
We lament that so little of the power of god« 
liness is manifested; that so many restrain 
pray w before thee ; and, after all the expres- 
sions of thy will, do yet trample on the author- 
ity, of thy laws. Surely it is of thy mercy that 
we are not consumed, and because thy com* 
passions fail not. 

O God ! awaken us^ we ^itreat thee, to a 
SCTise of our manifold and repeated provoca- 
tions ; pardon the crying sins of our nation ; 
forgive all who humble themselves before thee 
this day ; and spare thy people. Show us the 
things which belong to our peace, before the 
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best day of reconciliation be past. Fill us 
with that godly sorrow for sin which works 
true repentance. O may we no longer abuse 
thy mercies, but keep, this day, the fast which 
thou hast chosen ; and loosing every bond of 
wickedness, become a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works, so that thy displeasure may be 
turned away, and thou mayest delight to build 
us up, and not to destroy us. 

Grant, we earnestly beseech thee^ this day, 
healing mercy unto us who have corrupted our 
manners; who have been indifferent to thy 
worship ; neglected the interests of early edu- 
cation ; indulged a spirit of animosity ; and 
made no suitable resistance to the inunda- 
tion of profaneness and immorality. Animate 
us to rise and join with one heart and soul 
in promoting the honour of thy name^ the 
interests of religion, and the prosperity and 
happiness of our land. May it not any longer 
be a source of lamentation to the righteous, 
that no man repents of his wickedness, say- 
ing, What have I done ? May every one rend 
his heart, and keep such a fast as thou hast 
chosen. 

O thou, who rulest in the kingdoms of men! 
we intercede for all in authority. The hearts 
of rulers are in thy hands. Restrain their evil 
passions, and endue them with that wisdom 
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which is from afoove^ which is first pure and 
then peaceable. May all their consultations 
and measures contribute to the stability of our 
times, to the prosperity of all conditions of 
men, to the welfare of our children, and to the 
spreading of thy name and glory in the earth. 
These blessings we ask, not presuming on the 
ardency of our prayers, on the sorrow of our 
minds, or the humiliation of our bodies, but 
upon thy mercy to repenting and returning 
sinners, through Jesus Christ. 

Univ'ersal Parent and Governour ! be mer- 
ciful to the whole race of man ; enlighten all 
who sit in darkness and error ; send forth a 
spirit of peace and good will ; restrain the vi- 
olence of unreasonable men ! exalt the meek ; 
put an end to all deception ; smile upon the 
interests of learning; and may no weapon, 
formed against the rights and happiness of men, 
prosper. Multiply, we beseech thee, the pat- 
terns of christian virtue, and the instruments 
of benefaction to men ; extirpate idolatry; di- 
rect all flesh to the knowledge of thy Son ; 
and may thy kingdom come, and thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

God of our fathers ! We look to thee for 
thy blessing upon the year, and for thy guid- 
ance and protection of us. Vouchsafe to keep 
us by thine almighty providence at every peri- 
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od ; and at the end of our earthly course re- 
ceive us to thyself in glory^ through him who 
gave himself for us ; through whom to thee 
be ceaseless praises. Amen. 



AJCmXAL THANKSGrriNG* 

O THOTT^ who art good unto all, Who exef^* 
cisest lovingkindness in all the earth, and who 
hast come nigh to us by Jesus Christ, thy Son! 
It is thou who hoMest our souls in life ; who 
givest us our daily bread, health in our habit* 
ations, peace in our borders, and who crown- 
est the year with thy goodness ! We desire 
this day, with affectionate gratitude, to re- 
count thy mercies, and piously to ascribe hon- 
our and blessing, glory and praise to thee, our 
Rock and Fortress, our Strength and Re- 
deemer. We would rest this day before thee^ 
and make it a season of temperate feasting and 
religious gladness. 

How precious have been thy thoughts unto 
us, O God ! how great is the sum of them ! 
We bless thee for thy smiles upon the year ; 
for the warm influences of the sun ; and for 
timely and refreshing showers upon our fields. 
We bless thee for preserving our houses from 
the ravages of fire; for all the health and 
pleasures we have enjoyed in them ; for every 
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portion of bread which has given strength to 
our bodies ; for whatever has arrested the pro* 
gross of disease ; and for the tear of sympathy 
which has comforted our trouble. We thank 
thee for every cheerful sensation, when alone; 
for the pleasures of friendly intercourse ; for 
the privileges of public worship ; for the main- 
tenance of civil order; the continuance of 
peace ; the administration of justice ; for ev- 
eff encouragement to welldoing ; every man- 
ifestation of useful truth ; and for all the ad- 
vantages of our condition. 

God of goodness ! direct us graciously to a 
right improvement of all thy mercies. Pre- 
serve us from the wicked indulgence of all flesh- 
ly lusts ; and from wasting our substance in ri- 
otous living. May we enjoy our earthly pos- 
sessions with temperance, cheerfulness, and 
contentment. Protect us against the snares of 
prosperity. M^y we honour thee with our 
substance, be rich in good works, and duly 
esteem thee, the Rock of our salvation. 

Perpetuate our privileges both private and 
common; continue to us the enjoyment of our 
civil rights; disappoint the devices of the crafty; 
prolong the days and usefulness of those pub- 
lic men, under whose administration the right- 
eous flourish, who cause every man to sit with- 
out fear under his vine and fig-tree^ and >n\m^ 
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make our land a quiet habitation. O God I 
grant peace, order, and plenty in our families^ 
our villages, and towns, and throughout our 
country. May our rulers have wisdom to di- 
rect, and integrity to pursue, such plans as 
shall best promote our highest 'good. Wilt 
thou bless all fountains of useful science ; heal 
and cleanse their waters ; dispel the mists of 
ignorance ; arrest the progress of profaneness 
and vice ; make the people of our land hum- 
ble before thee ; peaceable in their civil and 
social relations ; and zealous for the establish- 
ment of liberty, order, and truth. O may we 
never, by our ingratitude, incur that censure — 
I have nourished and brought up children, but 
they have rebelled against me. 

And now unto the Governour among the 
nations, on whom their safety and prosperity 
ultimately depend ; unto the King of kings, 
and Lord of lords, be glory find majesty, do- 
minion and power, forever and ever. Amen. 



CHRISTMAS. 

Supremely blessed and glorious God! We 
bring this day our sacrifice of praise for the glad 
tidings of the gospel ; we welcome the first ris- 
ing of the Sun of righteousness, and would join 
i^ith tho angelic host in u8ct\\v1\oi\s of praise 
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to thee «vho sittest on the throne forever and 
over. We bless thee, O Lord God of Israel, 
for sending, in the fulness of time, the Messen- 
ger of thy holy covenant ; for raising up a horn 
of salvation in the house of thy servant David, 
and performing the mercy promised to the Jew- 
ish fathers, by the mouth of thy holy prophets. 
We are excited this day to direct our thoughts 
to Christ, our Saviour and our Lord ; to the 
comer stone tried and precious, which thou 
didst lay in Zion; to that great salvation, which 
thou didst prepare before the face of all people* 
Glory be to thee, O. God ! for the grace and 
truth manifested in Jesus, the Son of thy love, 
the prophet whom thou didst anoint with thy 
holy spirit without measure. 

We bring praise to thine altar. Father all 
glorious ! for divine compassion shown to a 
world lying in wickedness. Thou didst send 
forth thy Son to redeem men from the curse of 
the law, to proclaim remission of sins, to de^ 
liver us from the wrath to come, to abolish 
death, and bring life and immortality to light. 
We hear the glad tidings of the Prince of peace, 
we are instructed by the Son in the Father's 
will, and to us is made the gracious offer of 
eternal life. Cheerfully and thankfully would 
we embrace the merciful invitations and offered 
blessings of the Gospel. Our eyes see, our 
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ears hear the things with which kings and ]^n 
phets desired an acquaintance. May we bat 
valne and improre the inestimable advanta^ 
which we have received, and whilst we piou&i 
confess that the lines have taAl&i to us in pleaj 
ant places, and we have a goodly iierilage^ mi 
we practically remember, that it will be moi 
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in th« ii 
of judgment, than for us, if we refuse the gra 
salvation, which began first to be spokmi fa 
the Lord. With unfeigned thanksgivings if 
accept the unspeakable gift of the Saviouf, b 
ivfaom we aref inspired with confidence in tb 
paternal love^ and by looking unto whom n 
learn to consider thee under the glorious an 
condoling relation of our Father, and are filk 
with faU assurance of the riches of thy men; 
May the joy of truly beUeving ever reign in oi 
hearts. O may we. with our whole souls oIm 
him^ whom we receive as tlie Way and tl 
Truth and the Life. In his steps we desii 
diligently to tread ^ and we beseech thee ^ 
grant, through him, that we may finally wi 
him be exalted to heavenly glory and happines 
Almighty Father! may the peace of Jesi 
Christ rest upon the whole earth; may his kinj 
dom be established and extended, and rule ov 
all. Wherever Christianity is planted, may 
be watered ; may the Gospel be instrument 



to the remotest ends of the earth in spreading 
knowledge and comfort^ righteousness and 
peace. May the cheering rays of the Sun of 
righteousness penetrate to the north and the 
south, the east and west, and all flesh i^proach, 
with acceptance, thine holy altar. May the 
voice of him who bringeth good tidings, be 
heard in Jerusalem; and while the cities of 
Jodah behold their God, may the earth be filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord- 

Blessed be the God and Father of our' Lord 
Jesus Ohrist, who hath blessed us in him with 
aH spiritual blessings in heavenly things ; who 
[ huCh granted unto us, to enjoy the day which 
i Ae piU^riarchs foresaw, the prophets foretold, 
I iiid the righteous men of the earth desired 
I l0 4iee. 

I Mosanna to the Son of David, who comet in 
I the name of the Highest to save us ! -Glory be 
to God, that there is peace on earth, and good 
^11 from heaven to men ! Salvation and glory 
aend honour and power be unto the Lord our 
6od forever. Amen. 

■ 

I 
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FOR IXDIVIDUALS^ 



MOBNIHG PRATER FOR AN INDITIDVAI.. 

Eternal and almighty God ! WhereY 
turn, I behold proofs and manifestations of 
being, presence, and constant agency. By 
power were the heavens created, and all 
host of them by the breath of thy mouth. T 
spakest and it was done ; thou command 
and all things stood fast. The indulgent I 
efactor of all the beings which thy hands 1 
formed, thou art every where present, watcl 
over them. Thy mercies unto me are new e 
morning ; they are repeated as fast as the fl 
ing moments of my life. To all my temp 
mercies, thou hast added the privileges of i 
gion, and the animating hope of immorta 
I would be thankful, O most merciful Fat 
for all the blessings of which I am a parta 
as the creature of thy power, the care of 
providence, and the disciple of thy Son. In 
viewing the goodness which has crowned 
days, I am furnished with the strongest mot 
for praising thy name, and for placing a ch 
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ful, unbounded trust in thy faithfulness and 
love. Before I could raise my thoughts to 
thee, before my heart could feel its obligations 
or my tongue express them, thou wast my never 
failing friend, my unceasingly bounteous bene- 
factor. Thou hast brought me to riper years ; 
assigned to me my lot in life ; conferred per- 
sonal and social mercies on me; and caused 
even disappointments to be salutary. Thy fa- 
vours are more than I can number, and far be- 
yond what I have deserved. O God, strength- 
en my memory to recollect them ; awaken my 
sense of gratitude; teach me justly to value, 
thankfully to acknowledge, and wisely to im-< 
prove them. 

But, O Father, amidst thy bounties I have 
.faeon disobedient. I have sometimes disre^^ard- 
fed thy presence, inspection, and authority. I 
^ have many besetting sins ; for I have permitted 
my passions to indulge themselves. I lament, 
in thy presence, that my piety is not more ha- 
bitual and efficacious ; that my benevolence is 
not more pure and extensive. God of mercy, 
to thee I come through Jesus Christ for thy 
grace. O give me sincere repentance ; create 
ivithin me a clean heart, renew a right spirit 
within me, and enable me hereafter to walk 
with steady feet in the way of thy command^ 
inents. 

13 
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Suffer me not, O God, to be a stranger tc 
myself in my intercourse with mankind. Endue 
me with fortitude in the cause of truth and vir- 
tue ; but grant that I may always behold witb 
candour the errors and prejudices of others, 
and bear with a meek and forgiving tempei 
their reproaches and their unkindness. O form 
me to a disposition which delights in doing 
good, which seeks occasions to instruct the 
ignorant, to relieve the wretched, and to ad- 
vance the interests of peace, truth, and right' 
cousness. In the exercise of such a disposition, 
teach me to meet, with patience and submission, 
scenes of disappointment and suffering, per- 
suaded they are the dispensations of thine un- 
erring wisdom and inlSnite benevolence; am 
so conduct me through this life, that I may be 
prepared to leave it with a mind supported bi 
cheerful reflections, and by humble but ani- 
mating hopes. 

Hear my supplications, heavenly Parent, foi 
all my brethren of mankind ; for the increase 
of christian knowledge and virtue ; for the hap- 
piness of my native land ; for the relief of the 
poor ; for the support of the afflicted ; and foi 
the best interests of my relations and friends 

God of my life ! I gratefully ackiiowledg< 
thy watchful care of me through the past night 
Thou hasft been my protector whilst I wais un. 
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conscious of my being, and incapable of guard- 
ing against danger. My renewed powers of 
body and mind I desire to dedicate to thy ser- 
vice. I invoke thine aid in the business, and 
thy direction amidst the events of the day ; and 
unreservedly confiding in thy fatherly kindness, 
I ascribe unto thee, through Jesus Christ my 
Saviour, everlasting praises. Amen. 



EVENING ]^RAYER FOR AN INDIVIDUAIi. 

O THOU, who hast borne so long with me, 
and done so much for me ! Merciful God ! 
whom to know is my highest wisdom, and whom 
to worship is my noblest service ! Retiring 
from every mortal eye, with a mind raised above 
^all n^ortal cares, I would contemplate thy per- 
Efections and providence, and hold sacred inter- 
course with thee, the Father of all spirits. 

Thou reignest, and all is well. Thy govern- 
ment is the government of perfect love, directed 
by unerring wisdom, and carrying its measures 
into effect by resistless power. By methods 
which my limited faculties are uil^ble to com- 
prehend, thou causest good to arise out of ap- 
parent evil, and order to spring from apparent 
confusion. Although no finite mind can fully 
comprehend the glories of thy nature, yet every 
I finite being can repose in the tVvovx^VA.^ vVc^nXv^ 
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consist in infinite, eternal, and unchangeable 
perfection. Though clouds and darkness may 
be round about thee, yet righteousness and 
judgment are the habitation of thy throne ; and 
thou wilt, in the end, make all things work to- 
gether for good to those that love thee and keep 
thy commandments. 

It is my earnest desire, O Father, that my 
mind may be open to the full influence of these 
consolatory and animating truths. Deeply 
impressed by them, may I dismiss every anx- 
ious, selfisli, and repining thought ; may I wel- 
come with a thankful and contented temper the 
allotments of thy providence, and indulge no 
wish but to resolve my will into thine; and by 
a strict conformity to the eternal laws of truth 
and righteousness, to become the voluntary 
instrument of accomplishing thy designs. Grant 
me to be duly thankful for that light which came 
from heaven by Jesus my Saviour. May I take 
his yoke upon me, and learn of him who was 
meek and lowly of heart, that I may find rest 
to my soul. O may I understand the connexion 
which the R^edeemer has with my salvation. 
Help me in all respects to walk worthily of the 
high and holy vocation wherewith he has called 
me; worthily of the great and important privi- 
leges that are conferred upon me ; and worthily 
of the ^qlorious hopes that are set before mc. 
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For every instance in which my past temper 
and behaviour have been contrary to the rules 
and spirit of the Gospel, I earnestly supplicate 
thy pardon and forgiveness. Teach me, I pray 
thee, in what my true dignity and happiness 
consist ; and let not earthly hopes and fears 
ha,Ve dominion over me, in opposition to the 
suggestions of conscience and the principles 
of religion. 

Anxiously I pray, that I may cherish and 
exercise proper dispositions towards thee, my 
Maker. Since thou art my Parent and Friend, 
may I reverence and love thee above all the 
objects of my regard. Since thou art my Ben- 
efactor, may I be thankful for thy mercies and 
joyfully confide in thy providence. Since thou 
art the final Judge of all men, may I study to 
approve myself in thy sight ; and may every 
thought of my mind, every feeling of my heart, 
every word of my tongue, and every action of 
my life, be such as will bear thy inspection and 
the impartial scrutiny of thy tribunal. O God! 
I would commit my personal and social inter- 
ests to thee, my faithful Creator ; and when 
thy ^visdom shall call me hence, may I be able, 
knowing in whom I have believed, to depart 
with the composure and the hopes of a real 
Christian. 

13* 
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Father of all ! let it please thee that 
knowledge and spirit of the Gospel be diffu 
through thy whole family. Bless our land 
all who rule over us. May thy choice favour 
on the ministers of religion, and upon all s 
cties of Christians. May the afflicted, in 
beneficial effects of their afflictions, be abl 
see the hand of a kind Parent. May my frii 
be thy friends ; united one to another by ma 
kindness, and to thee by holiness and piet 

O thou, who hast brought me to the clof 
this day in safety, — confidently do I con 
myself to thy care and protection during 
slumbers of this night. Watch over m( 
Father ! in my defenceless moments, and i 
quiet and refreshing sleep, raise me up fi 
for the duties and events of another day. 
when this succession of days and nights i 
be no more, receive me into that state, w 
I shall serve thee without intermission, anc 
without weariness, through a cloudless, a 
py, and an eternal day. These my thanks 
requests I would offer, in his name, thrc 
whom I liave hope in thee, and, to God i 
holy, be praise everlasting. Amen. 
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SABBATH MORNING PRAYJ3R FOR AN INDIYIDUAIiw 

Supremely great and infinitely glorious 
Lord our God ! whom archangels adore^ and 
before whom seraphs veil their faces ! With 
the hosts of heaven, who celebrate thy praise, 
I would join my feeble offering on earth. With 
a heart deeply penetrated by a sense of thine 
infinite and unspeakable greatness, I would 
humble myself before thee, rejoicing that there 
is a name in which I can approach thee with 
hope and trust. This day commemorates the 
resurrection of ray Lord and Saviour, and con- 
firms to me thy gracious promises. In the pre- 
vailing name of the Redeemer, I come into 
. thy sacred presence ; and as the lover of the 
souls thou hast made, I come to resign all I 
ai% and all I have, into thy hands, imploring 
thee, to be henceforth my God, my Benefactor, 
and my Portion. 

Thy laws, O God ! I hail as my unaltera- 
ble guide ; thy goodness, as the theme of my 
constant praise ; thy mercy, the object of my 
"■^dy trust ; thy universal providence, the sub- 
ject of my highest joy ; the securing of thy 
^^vour, my utmost ambition ; and the imitation 
^f thy holiness, the end and aim of all my ac- 
tions. Without thee, O Lord ! I am weak 
^d needy. I have nothing, but what I re- 
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ccive from thee; I can do nothing withou 
Ihy strength, and see nothing without thy light 
In thee is my being, my happiness, and mj 
hope. 

Father of mercies ! I lift my soul to th« 
in gratitude, for the rich supplies I have re 
ceived at thy hands. A returning Sabbath 
with all its hallowed associations, speaks t< 
me of thy goodness. Every day, and hour, an< 
moment, has laid me under fresh obligations t< 
love, and fear, and serve thee. Thou baa 
made the outgoings of the morning and even 
ing to rejoice over my head. — But to all thes 
proofs of thy care, thou hast added the lai^ 
demonstration of thy love in giving thine onlj 
begotten Son to live and die, that he might pv 
me in the way of being happy. Adored b 
thy name, blessed God ! for this inestimabl 
gift : most humble and hearty thanks woul 
I render thee, for the redemption of the worl 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. I glorify thei 
for his birth, life, death, resurrection, and as 
cension ; for his gracious intercession at tli 
right hand, and for all the blessings of tl 
christian covenant. O grant that such distil 
guished goodness may have its full effect c 
my heart. 

But what can I say to thee, O my Benefai 
tor ! whose kindness I have abused ; whoi 
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nercies I have slighted; whose promises I 
lave rejected, and whose judgments I have 
contemned ? I have offended against knowl- 
Mlge and conviction ; against thy most invit- 
ng promises, and thy most dreadful threaten- 
ings ; and thou seest all my sin. But O my 
Father ! I have hope through Jesus Christ, in 
whom thou hast promised to receive true pen- 
itence instead of purity. In his name I come 
for mercy, and through him supplicate for that 
deep and unfeigned sorrow, which shall pro- 
duce in me every needful change and amend- 
ment of life. 

And now, O Lord ! with many sins to* be 
repented of and forgiven, I come to ask for thy 
guidance and blessing in future. As I have 
nuch to be forgiven, may I love much, and 
jver be ready to forgive the penitent. From 
liis Sabbath, may I begin to live for God and 
leaven. May doing thy will, become hence- 
ibrth my purpose and joy. Let not sin leave 
ts destructive effects on my mind or heart, 
whereby the image in which I was created, 
shall be defaced ; but let me effectually shun 
that precipice, to which sin would lead me, 
and tread that path of the just, which leads to 
everlasting life. From the shame and burden 
3f sin, I would turn to thee, who art my glory 
md comfort. I need thy gracious spirit \ bQ 



154 

thou the giver and the gift. Enstamp thy di- 
vine image on my soul, that I may hereafter 
be altogether thine. As my hope is in thy 
mercy, through a Redeemer, O keep me, 
through him, unto thy heavenly kingdom. — 
Bless my meditations this day, and prepare me 
for thy house. Enable me so to acquaint my- 
self with thee, that I may be at peace. Make 
me mindful of the uncertainty of this short life, 
and the certainty of that which is eternal ; and 
never let me purchase the happiness of this 
world, at the expense of thy favour. Give me 
contentment and a quiet spirit ; give me devout 
affections and heavenly hope ; give me patience 
and humility ; a firm faith and a prudent zeal. 
May I always act conformably to the light of 
my own mind, and the precepts of Chris- 
tianity. 

But, my Father, I pray not for myself alon^ 
I pray for all my brethren of thy family. Pity 
those who know not thee, and have not heard 
of thy name. O may thy name be known over 
the whole earth, and thy saving health to all 
nations. May the truth as it is in Jesus, en- 
lighten every mind, and his promises gladden 
every heart. May the ministers of religion be 
zealous and successful heralds of the Gospel; 
and may the hallowed fire of the altar touch 
and purify their lips. Bless the pastor of this 
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flock, and may his labours, this day, be effect- 
ual for the subversion of vice, and the estab- 
lishment of pure religion. I pray for my friends, 
and wilt thou bless them : I pray for my ene- 
mim, and wilt thou fbrgiye them. Let the 
sorrowful sighing of the afflicted come up be- 
fore thee, for thy compassion ; and suffering 
of every kind be visited by thy mercy. 

God of the morning ! thou art the Author 
of the light. Thou hast caused the dayspring 
to know his place, and with gratitude I see 
the light of the sun : — I pray, that, like that 
orb, I may without weariness pursue my 
heavenly course ; and having gone through the 
duties and trials of earth, may I, at last, ex- 
change them for the joys and glories of heaven. 
•I ask and offer all, in that name which is above 
every name, through which be ever rendered to 
thee, immortal praises. Amen. 



SAJBBATH EVENING PRAYER FOR AN INPIVIDUAI*. 

O THOU who hearest prayer ! with childlike 
confidence I approach thee as the Being, who 
delightest in the happiness of thy creatures, 
and who art nigh to them when they call upon 
thee. In the name of my Redeemer, I come 
to ask thine audience and blessing. 



.i 
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How happy have I been this day, in the prit- 
ilege of meeting my brethren in the house of 
worship, and of offering, with them, our united 
tribute of prayer and praise to thee, onr com- 
mon Benefactor. A day in thy courts is bet- 
ter than a thousand. I bless thy name, that 
another Sabbath has been afforded me, for in- 
creasing my knowledge of thee, and my faith 
in thy Son. At the close of this holy day I 
would renew my acknowledgments, and med- 
itate on thy character. 

Thou, O God ! art infinite in wisdom, to 
teach ; infinite in power, to defend ; infinite in 
holiness, to sanctify ; infinite in goodness, to 
supply the needy ; and infinite in mercy, to 
forgive the penitent. In the calmness of this 
hour I would feel thy presence, and remember 
that the darkness hideth not from thee. Thy 
constant love has continued to me the being 
thou gavest me at first, and while I live I would 
magnify thy name. 

But, O holy Father ! it is with shame I ac- 
knowledge my transgressions. Thou needest 
not my confession to inform thee of my guik ; 
for thine eye hath been ever upon my path. 
Wherewithal shall I come before a holy God ? 
Sighs and tears and promises will not answer 
the demands of thy law. I have abused the 
precepts of my christian education, and have 
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indulged many unhallowed passions. Gom- 
pariBg myself with the spotless purity of thy 
law, as I have heard it this day declared, I am 
wretehed and miserable. 
- But I remember ray Saviour, and I fly to 
that covenant of grace, which he has sealed 
with his blood. Through him, God of com- 
passion ! be merciful to me, a sinner ; and 
may true contrition wash out all my stains. 

And now my urgent prayer is, that as thou 
hast allowed me to call thee Father, I may 
henceforth render thee the love and obedience 
of a child. I came from thee, I would there- 
fore live in thee, so that I may return to thee, 
at last, in glory. Gird me with strength for 
thy holy service ; and may my knowledge of 
thee be exhibited to others, by my adding to 
my ifoith a noble christian courage in defence 
of thy truth ; by a constant victory over my 
corrupt propensities ; by a moderate use of all 
lawful comforts ; by a meek and quiet spirit 
under all my trials, and by entire resignation 
to thy holy will. — May I show my faith in the 
Saviour, by having my gratitude kindled at 
the view of his labours and sufferings for me. 
May I read his holy Gospel with the spirit in 
which it was written; may I be ini^ant in 
prayer, faithful in the use of all christian or- 
dinances^, and exemplary in my whol^ t!WvH«- 

14 
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sation. Especially may I keep holy the ap- 
pointed sabbath, and treasure up what I have 
heard this day, to my everlasting profit. I 
pray for purity of heart. Strengthen me to 
preserve blameless my soul and body, and 
never let me gratify any propensity, but for 
the noble purposes for which thou didst im- 
plant it. Knowing how difficult it is to es- 
cape from evil tempers and indulgencies, O 
give me courage to vanquish them, by resist- 
ance at first. Let thy spirit be my perpetual 
monitor, that I may be secure against every 
assault. 

O my Father ! I ask to be useful to those 
around me. Give me industry, temperance, 
and gentleness. If I cannot assist the needy 
by my alms, or deliver the oppressed by my 
power, O let me diligently exercise love in ab- 
staining from all uncharitableness of speech, 
and from all frowardness of temper. May I 
look upon the failings of others with pity ; and 
be as ready to forgive my brethren, as thou art 
ready, through Jesus Christ, to forgive me. 

God of the nations ! bless the whole family 
of man ; and may rulers and ruled be instru- 
mental in thy hand, of enlarging the Redeem- 
er's kingdom, and promoting the final reign 
of truth and righteousness. Strengthen the 
hand that is extended to present the Gospel to 
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the heathens ; and may the happy time soon 
come, when the fulness of the Gentiles shall 
be brought in, and all Israel shall be saved ; 
when the knowledge of the Lord shall fill the 
earth, as the waters fill the channels of the 
deep. 

Wilt thou smile upon the family in which I 
live ; upon the religious society with which I 
worship, and upon thy servant our beloved 
Pastor. May he be eminently useful in his 
pious labours ; and receive, at last, the joyous 
approval — Well done good and faithful ser- 
Tant. I pray thee to reward my benefactors, 
and to forgive my enemies ; be thou a present 
help to all who are in trouble; heal any who 
are sick ; . comfort those who mourn ; supply 
the wants of the needy ; be the God and hus- 
band of the widow, and the Father of the fa- 
therless. 

My heavenly Protector ! I again depend on 
thy watchful care, for another night. Keep 
me in safety during this season ; and when the 
first rays of morning shall visit my waking 
eyes, then wilt thou lift upon me the light of 
thy countenance. I offer my prayer to thy 
sacred majesty, in the name of my Saviour 
and Redeemer, through whom, to thee, be all 
honour and glory forever. Amen. 
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MOlClflKG PRAYER FOR A COMMUNICAXT. 

(Before the celebratioo of the Lord's Supper.) 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
I adore thine unspeakable goodness in raising 
up this Deliverer from sin and death, for a be- 
niihted and guilty world. I praise thee for 
the spiritual and heavenly blessings which thou 
hust bestowed on me through his mediation, 
sufferings, and resurrection. What gra- 
cious instruction flowed from his tongue I 
What spotless purity marked his life ! What 
love and zeal filled his heart ! With what paf- 
ticnce and kindness did he seek those that werd 
lost ! What astonishing miracles attested bis 
mission ! What benevolence was exhibited in 
his painful death on the cross ! How trium- 
phant ly did he conquer the grave and ascend 
to thy throne in heaven ! Indulgent God, how 
complete is his redemption, how attracting 
and transporting the thought of his compas- 
sion and victory ! What light, what comfort, 
what encouragement, what hope can I need, 
which the Gospel of Christ does not abund- 
antly supply ? 

O thou who seest in secret, I confess I am 
unworthy of my christian privileges, and that 
I have not adorned my profession, as I might. 
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by a holy walk and conversation. In con- 
demning myself, I feel I must be condemned 
by thee. Spare me, O Father, through him 
that died for me. Through thine infinite good- 
ness, in Jesus Christ, remember not my sins ; 
but give me that true repentance which is unto 
life. 

Today thou invitest me to the memorial of 
my Saviour's dying love- May I keep this 
christian passover with the unleavened bread 
of sincerity and truth. May I regard the 
Supper as a means, not as an end. May I 
hear the invitation of Jesus, and go to his ta- 
ble with lively faith and pure gratitude. May 
I appear there in the wedding garments that 
are required. Eating the bread and drinking 
the cup, as emblems of his body and blood, 
may I embrace the covenant of mercy and find 
redemption through him. O let the remem- 
brance of his love, his sufferings, his death, 
and his glory, comfort, support, and strength- 
en me, in life and in death. Heavenly Father, 
be thou with thy servant who ministers in the 
sanctuary ; with my fellow communicants, 
and with all my christian brethren. Dispose 
^11 who encircle thine altar, to feel and act as 
friends, partakers of the same grace, and heirs 
of the same blissful inheritance, through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. Amen, 

14* 
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EVENING PRATER FOR A COMMUNICANT* 

(Afler the celebration of the Lord's Supper.) 

Father of mercies, and God of love! 
Thou hast caused thy goodness to pass before 
me this day. Follow with thy blessing what 
I have been permitted and enabled to perform 
in obedience to the injunction of thy Son. If 
my affections have gorte forth toward thee ia 
warm devotion ; and if the death and sufferings 
of my Redeemer have produced proper reflec- 
tions and awakened proper purposes, to thee 
be praise. I thank thee that I have this day 
sat down with my brethren at the table of the 
Lord, and remembered my absent Saviour in 
the sacred and impressive rite in which he de- 
sired to be remembered. I have received the 
cup of blessing, given me by thy hand of mer- 
cy. I have renewed my vows, acknowledg- 
ing thee to be my God, and Jesus to be my 
Saviour. And now with heartfelt earnestness, 
I pray thee to preserve me from being unfaith- 
ful by not holding fast a good conscience. 
Help me to follow my Saviour wheresoever 
he would lead me ; to abide in him as the true 
vine ; and to stand fast in the liberty, where- 
with he makes his disciples free. May his 
love for me, which was stronger than death. 
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onstrain me to love him in return. Enable 
le at all times to remember his new command, 
lat we should love one another, even as he 
)ved us. O raise my aiifections from earth 
3 heaven, and assist me to be steadfast and 
nmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
he Lord. May I regard the world, as an ob- 
^t that I am soon to give up forever ; and 
lay I therefore set my affections on things 
sternal. 

I thank thee for the privilege I have this day 
injoyed. May I come with boldness to thy 
hrone of grace in my Saviour's name, and 
nay Jiis peace keep my heart in every changing 
scene. Grant me to be his true disciple; tri- 
imphing in this, that my Lord, who was once 
lead, lives and reigns forever, and has gone to 
Prepare mansions for those who love him. 

Once more, O thou Parent of all, I implore 
hy blessing upon thy church universal, and 
ipon the whole human family. Comfort every 
lorrowful soul. Bring into the way of truth 
ill such as have erred and are deceived. Bring 
he wickedness of the wicked to an end. May 
ruth, and righteousness, and peace, gladden 
he whole earth. Let thy grace be multiplied 
ipon the religious society of which I am a 
aember, and upon the pastor of the flock. Let 
11 with whom I am connected, and who ar^ 
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dear to me, be enrolled in the book ot life. Heat 
me,^0 Father, through him, whose doctririd 
was that bread which came down from heaven ; 
guide me safely through my earthly pilgrimage, 
and at last receive me to thyself in glory. Amen. 



PRATER AFTER ENTERING A CHURCH. 

O THOU, whom we have assembled to wor- 
ship ! Infinite God ! may I remember that 
this is none other than the house of God, and 
that this is the gate of heaven. Assist me, 
Lord, and accept my services. May I worship 
thee in spirit and in truth. Wilt thou aid him 
who is to lead in our devotions ; and dispose 
my heart to seriousness, attention, and rever- 
ence. Grant that I may improve this oppor- 
tunity to the honour of thy holy name, and the 
benefit of my *soul, through Jesus Christ mj 
Saviour. Amen. 



PRATER AT CHURCH AFTER THE SERVICES ARE 

ENDED. 

Blessbd be thy name, O Lord, for this op- 
portunity of attending thee, in thy house and 
service. Grant that I, and all who profess thy 
name, may be doers of thy word and not bear- 
ers only. Pardon our wanderings and imper- 
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ectiODs ; and accept us in our services, through 
»ur only Mediator and Advocate, Jesus Christ, 
^nien. 



PRAYEll FOB AN AGED PERSON* 

O THOU great Author and Supporter of life ! 
thou art the same from everlasting to everlast- 
ing ; in thy duration there is no succession, one 
day being with the Lord as a thousand years^ 
afid a thousand years as one day ! Thou hast 
been the Refuge of thy children in every age ! 
To thee I would raise my soul with thanks- 
giving and supplication. Thou hast maintain^ 
ed my frail existence, through many years, and 
dwrned its successive periods with thy mercy. 
Where should I begin, or where should I cease, 
if I would enumerate the favours which thy 
faand has bestowed on me ! With what inces- 
sant kindness hast thou supplied the wants both 
of my soul and body, opened to me many^ourc- 
es of satisfaction, shielded me from dangers and 
calamities, consoled and sustained me under 
trials and distresses, and conducted my feet 
in the path of peace ! What gratitude do I 
owe to thee, especially for the light and assist- 
aice of thy holy Gospel ; for its precious prom- 
ses and animating hopes, and for the many 
opportunities and means of improvemeul viVvlq.Vx 
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I have enjoyed ! Hitherto thon hast led and 
supported me; and my only trust is in thy sure 
and never failing mercy. 

Heavenly Father ! I confess to thee my many 
errors and transgressions, with sorrow and re- 
pentance. Of thine infinite goodness forgive 
whatever I have thought or said or done amiss 
in the long course of my pilgrimage. Let mj 
faoary head be found in the way of righteoitt- 
Bess. Whatever I may have neglected, what- 
ever remains to be done, assist me to perform 
immediately with conscientious fidelity. If I 
have injured any, enable me to discover it, that 
I may make due reparation, and^be at peace 
with all men, before I go hence. O Lord ! 
sanctify my mind, correct my passions, and pre^ 
serve me from every sin to which I am exposed. 
Save me from a selfish, censorious, severe, im; 
patient, and dissatisfied temper. Teach me to 
be thankful to those who contribute to my ease 
and comfort, to rejoice in the happiness of all 
around me, and with a friendly spirit to instruet 
and admonish the rising generation. Help miB 
especially to render the religion of thy Son at- 
tractive and venerable in their estimation, by 
setting them an example of cheerful piety, and 
by entertaining a holy confidence in thy provi- 
dence and grace. 
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God of compassion ; my strength is now of- 
on labour and sorrow, and I shall soon go 
[own to the grave. Forsake me not, I beseech 
hee ; cast me not off in the time of my old age. 
Let my affections be fixed upon the things 
^hich are above ; let the prospect of heaven 
mpport me in every hour of suffering ; and when 
iny heart and flesh fail, be thou the strength of 
my heart, and my portion forever, through Je- 
sus Christ, my Saviour. Amen. 



PRA.TI:R for a person in MIDDIiE UFE. 

Father of lights, and Source of being ! I 
bless thee for conscious existence ; for the rank 
plotted me among the works of thine hands ; 
for my intellectual and moral powers, for all 
my capacities of enjoyment, and for all that 
variety of objects around me adapted to their 
ifiature and improvement. I bless thee, the 
Father of knowledge, for all the assistance in 
the pursuit of science and virtue, which thou 
hast afforded me, through the channel of friends, 
teachers, books, or conversation. Most of all, 
I bless thee, for the light, consolation, and 
hope^ which thou hast put it into my power to 
obtain, by the careful study of the holy Scrip- 
tures ; by serious meditation on thek iyu^xV^sdX. 
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doctrines and discoveries, and by an impartial 
and diligent use of them in the regulation of 
my faith, temper, and practice. O may I show 
forth my gratitude for these many favours, by 
devoting my powers to thy service. 

Gracious God ! thou hast brought me to this 
period of life, when my strength is upon me^ 
and when I am able to make the greatest exer- 
tions. Wilt thou teach me the duties which 
this season requires. Forbid, great God, that 
I should misapply or trifle with any portion of 
that precious time, for the use of which I am 
acj[^ountabIe at thy bar. May I regard my^ 
time and all my opportunities, as talents whiclm. 
thou hast lent me. May I remember that the 
obligation and the ability to do good arc of* 
equal extent ; and wilt thou graciously dispose 
me to fulfil the measure of my duty! j 

God of wisdom, enlighten my understanding / 
to discern the great objects of existence. O let J 
me never weakly imagine, that thou hast placed 
me so high in the scale of being, only to etljoj 
the fleeting gratifications of the body. May I 
seek a happiness more exalted and durable, 
more pure and refined ; a happiness, flowing 
from obedient appetites, well regulated affec- 
tions, increasing knowledge, the exercise of 
piety and benevolence, and the well grounded 
hope of thine approbation and favour. While 
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my thoughts are engaged in the.things of earlh, 
may I reserve my afTections for what is pure, 
ennobling, and heavenly. 

Pardon, O Father, the many sins I have 
committed. I have indulged passions which 
are offensive in thy sight. I have wasted many 
hours, and have not always placed thee before 
me. Pardon, through the Saviour, these vio- 
lations of thy law ; and O ! enable me hereafter 
to live wisely. May I be more industrious, 
thoughtful, and decided ; have a more tender 
regard to those who depend upon me for aid, 
support, or counsel ; have more philanthropy, 
more piety, more true holiness, and more reli- 
gious zeal. Keep me from idle amusements, 
and vicious company. Arm my soul against 
the thousand temptations which beset me, and 
whenever I act, may I do good. 

I now give up myself, O God, to thee. I 
ask thy power to strengthen my weakness ; thy 
wisdom to direct my ignorance ; thy bounty to 
supply my wants, and thy mercy to pardon 
my numerous sins. Go with me through this 
world of danger. May I perform my part well, 
and at the close of life have the testimony of 
my conscience, that in simplicity and in godly 
sincerity, not by fleshly wisdom, but by the 
grace of God, I have had my conversation in 

15 
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the world. Hear me, holy Father, through 
my Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 



PRAYER FOR A PERSON IN ACTIVE BUSINESS. 

Righteous and merciful art thou, O Lord, 
in the ordination, that by the sweat of our brow 
we should eat broad. Thou hast created all 
beings, that they might enjoy their existence ; 
and thy wisdom is manifest in every provision 
for their welfare. Thou lookest upon the earth, 
and fillest it with blessings for them. 

Thou art calling all to activity and labour, 
that they may be useful to each other, and be 
preserved from the evils of idleness and vice. 
It was the Saviour's meat and drink to do thv 
will, and to finish his appointed work. Mer- 
ciful God ! let me not esteem it a burden, that 
I am called to activity and solicitude. I ask 
thy divine grace to give me faithfulness and 
alacrity in the duties of my employment. ' As 
I am fixed in business, not for my own private 
interest alone, but for the good of society, O! 
implant and increase within me a principle of 
truth and good will towards all men, that I 
may always abhor the thought of enriching 
myself, by the gains of secret fraud or base 
ambition. Keep in me a conscientious regard 
to that great principle of doing to others, as I 
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would that they should do to me. May I never 
forget that the wages of unrighteousness, bring 
down thy quick displeasure, and that the pros- 
perity of the wicked shall destroy them. 
Amidst undue eagerness for wealth, wilt thou 
sound in my ears that momentous question, — 
What is a man profited, if he shall gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul ? Save me 
from the snares of covetousness, and may I 
remember that the day is approaching in which 
earthly riches cannot profit me. O grant, that 
amidst all my pursuits, I may preserve a su- 
preme regard to the one thing, which is most 
needful ; and secure those heavenly treasures 
which can never be taken away. To this end, 
O God ! I ask the guidance of thy gracious 
spirit; and while my thoughts are steadily 
fixed on earthly objects, may I be careful to 
reservQ my afiections for what is pure and 
heavenly. Knowing the tendency of the world 
to extinguish all sense of spiritual blessings, 
may I maintain such constant suspicion of 
these earth-born passions, as shall keep mo 
from every inordinate pursuit of temporal 
good. May the law of truth be written on 
my heart, so that iniquity shall never be found 
in my mouth. 

If my means increase, grant me a liberal 
band to the poor and needy ; and may I use 
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what thou iinpartcst, with temperance, grati- 
tude, and charity. May I do much to promote 
good learning and pure religion ; and by ben- 
efiting society may I prove that thou hast not 
blessed me in vain. 

Giver of every good ! I ask thy smiles upon 
my labours and pursuits. May I be prospered 
in all my lawful undertakings ; and by fidelity 
and prudence, by industry and benevolence, 
may I do honour to the religion I profess, and 
at last receive those higher rewards, which 
earth cannot bestow. In the name of him 
who died to redeem us from the power of this 
evil world, I offer this my prayer, ascribing to 
thee, the Disposer of my condition, praise 
everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYER POR A PARENT, 

Almighty God, Creator of men ! from 
thee come our choicest gifts. Thou hast be- 
stowed on me children, and inspired my heart 
with the most ardent affection for them. Thou 
hast committed them to my care, and com- 
manded me to educate them as Christians, as 
intelligent and immortal beings. O make me 
fully sensible, I entreat thee, of the solemnity 
and importance of this charge ; and give me 
thy gracious assistance, that I may train up 
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my offspring in the way in which they should 
go. Enable me to entertain abiding convic- 
tions of the value of good instructions, and 
the necessity of early religious impressions. 
Enlighten and direct me in the choice of pro- 
per means for cultivating pious and virtuous 
principles in their tender minds. Make rae 
constant and faithful in sowing in their hearts 
the incorruptible seed of divine truth, that they 
may love religion early, and early walk with 
God. Increase my solicitude to set before 
them the pattern of a holy and good life ; and 
never suffer me to forget, that what I say and 
do cannot fail to influence the formation of 
their temper and character. • I pray to be pre- 
served from the extremes of angry impatience 
and undue severity, and of excessive indul- 
gence and misguided fondness. Direct me to 
the most rational and salutary expressions of 
my love to them ; and help me to adapt my 
conduct to their several dispositions. And 
while I study to bring them forward on the 
stage of action, with those advantages which 
are suitable to their situation, let me always 
remember, that the care of the soul is the one 
thing needful, and let it be my highest con- 
cern to prepare them for eternity and heaven. 
Gracious God ! save me, I pray thee, from 
tho most grievous calamity which parents can 
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feel ; that of beholding their children vicioas 
and miserable. O protect and bless those for 
whom my heart beats with the tendercst anxi- 
ety ; and let them never be led astray by wick- 
ed principle, or seductive examples. What- 
ever thou mayest deny me, grant that I may 
see them walking in the truth, adorned witli 
innocence, piety, and virtue. Vouchsafe to 
forgive any errors in my conduct towards 
them, and to supply all my deficiencies. When 
I shall be removed hence, let me die with the 
consciousness that I have not wilfully neg- 
lected my duty to them. And in the great day 
of resurrection and judgment, grant that we 
may bo found together before thy throne, and 
that I may be enabled to say — Here am I, 
Lord, and the children which thou hast given 
me. 

I offer my requests in the name of Jesus 
Christ, my Lord and Saviour. Amen. 



MORNING PRAYEU FOR A CHILD. 

Almighty God, Maker of heaven and 
earth ! my Creator, Preserver, and Benefac- 
tor. Early will I seek and praise and love 
thee. In the hours of sleep, when I could not 
defend myself, thou hast defended me. Thou 
liast brought me to this morning in health, and 
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I will now show forth thy praise. I thank 
thee for all the powers of my body^ and for all 
the faculties of my mind. My present bless- 
ings are more than I can number^ and more 
than I have deserved. I have sinned against 
thee ; for I have left undone many things which 
I ought to have done, and have done many 
things that I ought not to have done. As 
thou hast promised to forgive me through Jesus 
Christ, if I am heartily sorry, I anxiously pray 
thee to look in mercy on my sins, and enable 
me to do better in future. O make me sensi- 
ble of the importance of forming right habits 
on my entrance into life ; and enable me to 
keep a constant guard over my thoughts, my 
feelings, my words, and my actions. May I 
remember that thine eye is always directly 
upon me. Help me to gain good learning ; 
so that when the aged, the wise, and the virtu- 
ous leave the world, I may be prepared to fill 
their places, and be useful in society. May I 
remember how much the happiness of my 
friends depends on my good conduct, and may 
I be all that my parents and instructers wish 
me. Assist me to live as thy obedient child, 
and to be a christian in spirit and in deed. O 
God ! I look to thee for guidance and assist- 
ance this day and every day of my future life, 
and when I die, may I be received into thy 
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heavenly kingdom, through Jesas Christ, my 
Saviour. Amen. 



EVENING PRAYER FOR A CHILD. 

O Lord, my heavenly Father ! I thank thee 
that thou hast added another day to my life \ 
and hast not suffered any evil to befal me. I 
praise thy name for the food which thou hast 
given me ; for the raiment with which I am 
clothed, and for all the kindness of my parrats 
and friends to me. Thy mercies, O God, are 
as many as the moments of my life. Especiallj 
I thank thee, that thou hast taught me, through 
Jesus Christ, what I ought to know and do, 
in order to be useful here and happy hereafter. 

my Father ! guide my inexperienced leet. 
As I grow in years may I, like the holy child 
Jesus, increase in wisdom and in favour with 
thee and man. May I be industrious, so that 

1 may be useful ; and virtuous, so that I may 
be happy. I pray that I may avoid bad com- 
pany ; and seek continually to please thee. May 

I remember that thou art with me wherever I ^ 
am, and that thou seest me in all I do. I would 
now recollect what I have done this day ; and 
if I have said or done any thing, contrary to 
thy holy will, I pray thee to forgive me. Bless 
my dear parents, my relations, my teachers and 



177 

riends, and all my fellow men. I desire to 
;ive up myself to thee for this night, and wilt 
thou defend me from every harm, and may I 
awake in the morning, prepared to serve thee 
better than I have ever served thee before. 
Hear me, O God, in these my prayers, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



THE SEAMANm PRAYER. 

O THOU, who stillest the raging of the sea, 
and the noise of its waves ! All powerful God ! 
I lift up mine eyes to thee, from whom cometh 
tny help ! Thou holdest the winds, and at thy 
command they go forth. Thou art God of the 
Sea. Preserve and support me, I beseech thee, 
during my exposure on the deep. While I am 
thus dependant on thee, do thou be with me 
Tor my safety. Let me not utter thy name, 
i>ut with the greatest reverence ; nor forget, 
hat to thee I owe my security, and that thou 
loldest my soul in life. Fortify me in the sea* 
tons of peril ; not by blind courage, but by an 
inbounded confidence in thy care and good-* 
less. Let it please thee to give success to my 
mdertakings ; to conduct me safely to my de- 
ired haven, and return me to my family and 
riends with gratitude for thy sustaining provi- 
lence. Impress deeply upon my mind thq 
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value of those domestic ties which bind mc to 
my relatives and family. S^ay their constant 
solicitude and anxious prayers for me, produce 
serious effects on my mind. May I be induced 
to improve wisely the many leisure hours I en- 
joy ; and gain some useful knowledge for my 
future life. Especially, O God, let me 
thoughtful of the Sabbath day to keep it 
and as I am here deprived of public woi 
may I read thy sacred word with seriousn^ 
and meditate upon it with devout prayer. Ena- 
ble me, Father, to have a strong faith in him^ 
who rebuked the winds and the sea, and tb^0 
was a great calm. May I ever say to my t( 
pestuous passions — Peace, be still — and lig 
forward toward the haven of eternal rest, 
when the sea shall give up its dead, a&i 
one be called to judgment, then may i fioii 
name written in the book of life, through J( 
Christ, my Redeemer. Amen. 





FOR A SICK PERSON. 

Almighty and most merciful God ! who 
hatest nothing that thou hast made, and who 
hast not thought even a crown of everlasting 
life too much to promise to thy children ! I de- 
sire humbly to own and reverence thy hand in 
my present sickness, All the causes which 
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operate upon me, are in thy hand, as the 
sters of thy pleasure. I repose entire con- 
ce in thy wisdom. May my bodily suffer- 
>ring good to my soul, and lead me more 
Y to value health and strength, and to era- 
thera to nobler purposes than I have done, 
is sickness shall not be unto death. Let 
ake that view of life from my sick bed, 
h can be taken from no other place. With 
lission to thy will, I pray for the removal 
y disorder, and for the perfect restoration 
y health. Thy will, O God, and not mine, 
>ne. Endue me with resignation, patience, 
meekness, under the pains of disease and 
irksomeness of confinement. Above all, 
are me for death. Blot out my numerous 
agressions through thine infinite mercy in 
IS Christ, and dispose me to do what is 
ssary for the great exchange of worlds, 
u dost not willingly afHict or grieve thy 
Iren, and I believe thou intendest good to 
►y this fatherly correction. May I yet live 
erform my duties more acceptably. May 
ncrease of pain produce repining, or draw 
1 me an inconsiderate prayer. Into thy 
is I commend myself, desiring to be num- 
id with those who love thee, and to find by 
^rience all things, and this sickness cspc- 
y, working my spiritual good. Hel^ mc 
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to finish, while I live, the work thou hast given 
mc to do. If I have injured any, I would be 
truly penitent, and when I die, may I be at 
peace with all men. O may I at this time, 
whatever the issue of this sickness may be, fix 
my heart steadfastly upon thee, and Fiavea 
lively faith in that blessed Saviour, who led the 
way through the grave to the immortality be- 
yond it. Through the wilderness of t his world, 
let me ever bless thee for the manna and the 
rock. On the brink of Jordan let thy promises 
be precious. In the last hour let my faith in 
a Redeemer be strong, and grant me to ascend 
into thy blissful presence in the chariot of love 
and praise. O Lord, hear ! O Lord, forgive ! 
Be my God in life, my hope in death, and mj 
everlasting portion, through Jesus my Sav- 
iour. Amen. 



AFTER RECOVERY FROM SEVERE SICKNEfS. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and forget not all his benefits ; who 
forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all 
thy diseases, who redeemeth thy life from de- 
struction, and who crowneth thee with loving 
kindness and tender mercy. I praise thee, 
great God, that, although thou hast chastened 



\ 



181 

me, thou hast not given me over unto death. I 
nraise thee that thy powerful arm has arrested 
Uie progress of the destroyer, and helped me 
out of all my troubles. I thank thee for every 
comfort and alleviation of pain, wilh which thou 
hast been pleased to furnish me, and especially 
for the love of my friends, and the promises of 
thy Gospel. I acknow ledge thine inexpressible 
goodness in restoring me from the brink of the 
grave and from the anguish' of suffering, to en-* 
deared connections, to enlivened hopes, to new 
opportunities, and to increased motives for 
cultivating christian affections, for abounding 
in good works, and for laying up treasures in 
heaven, 

Father! let not these opportunities be 
neglected by me, but be wisely improved to 
thy glory. 

1 have experienced thy power and compas^ 
sion. May I ever live in the exercise of a grate^ 
fill confidence in both, and be duly sensible of 
jny total dependance on thy providence and 
government. I have been brought near to the 
realities of the world to come ; brought to feel 
the worth of thy favour, and the value of a con- 
science void of offence. Almighty God ! let 
the convictions I have had of them never be 
extinguished in ray heart. Enable me at all 
tunes to entertain that humble contrition for 

16 



182 

my sins, and that penitential sense of my need 
of thy mercy, which the^ nearness of death waf^ 
instrumental in producing. Help me to appre-* 
ciate, as I ought, eternal things, and to do all 
that thou requirest, in order that I may secure 
thine approbation and friendship. May the 
resolutions I formed, when sick, now be ef- 
fectual. 

Thou hast enabled me to realize the vanity 
and uncertainty of the world. Preserve me 
from attaching too much importance to its 
pleasures, honours, or possessions ; and assist 
me constantly to remember how rapidly it is 
passing away. 

Thou hast taught me by sickness the worth 
of friendship ; and theoffices of kindness, which 
have been performed for me, have, with thy - 
blessing, cheered, consoled, and supported me. 
My God ! never let me be insensible of the 
love of those, whose hearts thou hast warmed 
with good will towards me. Make me ready 
to return their benevolence on every occasion. 
Let me be softened with humanity towards all 
that suffer ; and let me never behold the bed of 
sickness, without sympathy and charity. 

It was thy Gospel, O thou God of all con- 
solation in Jesus Christ, from which my hope 
was derived, when the diadow^ of death ap- 
peared to encompass me. The assurances 



183 

which it contains of thy forbearance and mercy, 
and of eternal redemption through thy Son, 
were the only support of my spirit. O give 
me grace to cling, with faster hold than ever, 
to this Rock of salvation, to abide in the love 
of Jesus, to follow him undismayed, and con- 
stantly to hope through him for justification 
and celestial happiness. 

Preserver of my being ! thou hast now shown 
me how frail I am ; hast given me a striking 
proof of the precariousness of life; and I know, 
that ere long I shall bid farewell to all whom 
I now behold. O may I be prepared for that 
sickness, from which I shall not recover. May 
I walk by faith and not by sight. May I be 
concerned to be always ready, and to be found 
in that frame of mind, which will enable me to 
welcome death as the messenger of peace. 
N Holy Father t hear my prayers, I beseech 
thee ; forgive my sins, and make me thine for 
evermore, through him who was made perfect 
by sulSering. Amen. 



AFTER THE DEATH OF A PARENT. 

O THOU, in whose sight we all are children ! 
thou livest for ever and ever ! But unto us 
thou hast said. Dust ye are, and unto dust ye 
shall return. Eternal God, I would adoi:«l\v^^ 



in all thy doings. Even when thou causest 
trouble and heaviness to fall upon me, it is that 
I may learn righteousness from thy judgments, 
and receive profit from thy correction. Thou 
art now calling me to dHnk very deeply of the 
cup of sorrow. The fond parent thou gavest 
me for my guidance, my instruction, my sup- 
port and comfort, thou hast now taken away, 
and lefl me without the protection I have al* 
ways felt. The places which once knew, are 
to know my parent no longer. The voice which 
spoke wisdom to my early days, and guided 
my inexperienced feet, I am to hear no more. 

God most holy ! believing thou knowest 
when it is best to call thy creatures to thyself^ 

1 would exercise an entire submission. Give 
me the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness. In the 
midst of my grief may the spirit of Christ pes* 
sess my soul. Sanctify to me this severe afflic- 
tion ! and enable me to treasure up the sacred 
words of counsel which my parent gave me. 
Grant me strength to follow every good exam- 
ple which was placed before me ; and often to 
call to mind the unwearied exertions which 
were made to promote my welfare. O God^ 
when I have completed my days on earth, I 
urgently pray to be united with this parent in 
thy ibearenly family. Hear me in my affliction^ 
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and comfort me through Jesus Christ, my re* 
deemer. Amen. 



AFTER THE DEATH OP A HUSBAND OR WIFE, 

O TH0U5 whose ways are to us inscrutable ! 
great, eternal God ! Thou givest and thou 
takest away. Thou liflest up and thou castest 
down. Thou art God alone — infinitely wise 
and infinitely good. Thou seest the end from 
the beginning, and in thy purposes of love thou 
canst not err. Thou ha^t taken from me the 
chosen partner of my life ; the object of my 
most affectionate regards ; my support and 
comfort under the labours and anxieties of th{6 
mortal state. O God, by what painful expe- 
rience art thou teaching me the instability of 
all earthly enjoyments ! But I would not 
murmur at thy dealings, believing that thy 
chastisements are chastisements of love ; and 
that by all these things, thou art intending to 
do me good. God forbid, that my present grief 
should render me unmindful of thy past good- 
ness. I desire to repose myself under the care 
of thy providence, assured that I cannot be des- 
titute, while thou art my helper; or miserable, 
having thee for my portion. Whatever out- 
ward blessings thou shalt see fit to deny me, 
O deny me not the comfort of thy \o^^. ^t<^ 

16* 
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vide me with friends to assist me in my deserted 
condition ; and give me grace to behave with 
propriety in all my relations. O God, wilt 
thou be my friend, my father, my life, my health, 
my rest, and my joy. Under thy chastisements, 
I desire to submit to thy directions ; to refer 
to thee my actions, and to resign into thine 
hands all my interests in time and eternity ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



AFTER THE DEATH OF A BROTHER OR SISTER. 

Sovereign Disposer of all events ! I come 
into thy presence with the voice of grief; I 
come to thee as my Father, and wilt thou hear 
me as thy child. Thou hast taken from me 
one, in whom I was comforted, who shared 
with me the joys of early life, and who expe- 
rienced with me the kindness of affectionate 
parents. Thou hast strikingly taught nae, that 
the tenderest friendship has no power to retain 
the departing spirit. But, O God, I desire to 
bow in humble resignation to thine appoint- 
ment, and read the solemn lesson thou wouldst 
teach me. The Lord gave and the Lord hath 
taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord. 
Give me that composure of spirit, which shall 
enable me to receive the consolations of rdli- 
gion^ for I well kuow how dark soever 
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night of affliction seems, if thou sayest, — Let 
there be light, there shall be light. Gracious 
Monitor, prepare me to follow this departed 
friend of my bosom. O may I be wiser and 
holier by thy dealings with me. Sooth my 
sorrows by the comforting words of Jesus 
Christ, who is the resurrection and the life. 
Like him may I bear what thy wisdom shall 
see fit to ordain ; and in all my afflictions, 
however severe, be able to say. Not my will, 
O God, but thine be done. Now unto thee, 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
died that we might live, and who wept that wq 
might rejoice, be glory forever. Amen. 



AFTER THE DEATH OF A CHILD. 

O THOU, who hast appointed unto all once 
to die, and who alone knowest what is really 
best for me ! I fly to thee, beseeching thee to 
sanctify to me the bereavement, which fills my 
heart with grief. Thou hast united me to the 
objects of my innocent affection, by the ten- 
derest ties ; and I bless thee that thou wast 
pleased to give me my departed child, and to 
bestow on nie the satisfactions and joys, which 
a parent feels. Thou hast by the arrow of 
dteath, taken away from me this beloved being; 
and I would bow with resignation to iVc] ^^^^^ 
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ereign appointment. I commit its body to the 
grave, and its soul to thy infinite mercy : and 
I rejoice and thank thee that our Lord Jesus 
Christ has declared, Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven. 

Compassionate Father! console my sor- 
rows, I pray thee, and prevent me from des- 
pising thy chastenings, or fainting under thy 
rebuke. Teach me more perfectly to do and 
suffer thy will, and to draw instruction from 
the adversities I experience. May I hear the 
voice of Providence, saying to me, — What I 
do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know 
hereafter. I would piously wait the great ex- 
planation. May I willingly give up my child 
from these arms below into the arms of a bet- 
ter Parent above. Affect me with just con- 
victions of the vanity of human life, and the 
uncertainty of earthly comforts. Dispose mia 
to work out my own salvation with fear and 
trembling, and to give the most serious atten- 
tion to the religious instruction and improve*^ 
ment of those whom thou hast preserved to 
me. Instead of attempting fully to explain 
the unsearchable mysteries of thy government, 
may my heart rest assured, that all things shall 
work together for good to them that love thee; 
and may I steadily look forward to the reaor* 
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rection of the just, and the reunion of those 
who die in the Lord, through our exalted Sa* 
vtour and Redeemer. Amen. 



PRAYER BY SIR W. JONES. 

Eternal, incomprehensible Mind, who, by 
thy boundless power, before time began, cre^ 
atedst innumerable worlds for thy glory and 
innumerable orders of beings for their happi- 
ness ; which thine infinite goodness prompted 
thee to desire, and thy infinite wisdom enabled 
thee to know ! We thy creatures vanish into 
nothing, before thy supreme Majesty ; we 
hourly feel our weakness; we daily bewail 
oar vices; we continually acknowledge our 
folly. Thee only we adore with awful venera- 
tion; thee we thank with the most fervent 
zeal ; thee we praise with astonishment and 
rapture; to thy power we humbly submit ; of 
thy goodness we devoutly implore protection ; 
on thy wisdom we firmly and cheerfully rely. 
We do but open our eyes, and instantly we 
perceive thy divine existence ; we do but exert 
our reason, and in a moment we discover thy 
divine attributes ; but our eyen could not be- 
hold thy splendour, nor could our minds com- 
pvehend thy divine essence ; we see thee only 
through thy stupendous and all-j^rfect work&\ 
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we know thee only by that ray of sacred light^ 
which it has pleased thee to reveal through 
Jesus Christ. Nevertheless, if creatures too 
ignorant to conceive and too depraved to pur- 
sue the means of their own happiness, ^^y? 
without presumption, express their wants to 
their Creator, let us humbly supplicate thee 
to remove from us that evil, which thou hast 
permitted for a time to exist, that the ultimate 
good of all may be complete ; and to secure 
us from that vice, which thou sufferest to 
spread snares around us, that the triumph of 
virtue may be more conspicuous. Irradiate 
our minds with all useful truth ; instil into 
our hearts a spirit of general benevolence; 
give understanding to the foolish ; meekntea 
to- the proud ; temperance to the dissolute; 
fortitude to the feeble-hearted; hope to the 
desponding; fiiith to the unbelieving;, dili- 
gence to the slothful ; patience to those who 
are in pain, and thy celestial aid to those who 
are in danger : — comfort the afflicted ; relieve 
the distressed ; supply the hungry with saluta^ 
ry food; and the thirsty with a plenteous 
stream. Impute not our doubts to indifference^ 
nor our slowness of belief to hardness of heart; 
but be indulgent to our imperfect nature ; and 
supply our imperfections by thy heavenly fa- 
vour. Suffer not, we anxiously pray^ suffer 
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not oppression to prevail over innocence, nor 
the might of the avenger over the weakness of 
the just. Whenever we address thee in our 
retirement from the vanities of the world, if 
our prayers are foolish, pity us ; if presump- 
tuous pardon us ; if acceptable to thee, grant 
them, all powerful God, grant them ; and, as 
with our living voice, and with our dying lips, 
we will express our submission to thy decrees, 
adore thy providence, and bless thy dispensa- 
tions, so in all future states, to which we rev- 
erently hope thy goodness will raise us, grimt 
that we may continue praising, admiring, ven- 
erating, worshipping thee more and more^ 
through worlds without number and ages 
without end. Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Giver us this day our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. Lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil ; for thine is 
the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 



FIIINCE EUGENB^ PRAYER. 

I RELIEVE in thee, O my God! do thou 
•tretigthen my faith: I hope in thee, confirm 
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my hopes : I love thee, inflame my love more 
and more: I repent of all my sins, but do thou 
increase my repentance ! As my first begin- 
ning, I worship thee ; as my last end, I long 
for thee : as my Eternal Bcmefactor, I praise 
thee: as my Supreme Protector, I pray unto 
thee : that it may please thee, O Lord, to guide 
and lead me by thy providence, to keep roe in 
obedience to thy justice ; to comfort me by thy 
mercy, and to protect me by thy almighty 
power. I submit unto thee all my thoughts, 
words, and actions, as well as my afflictions, 
pains, and sufferings ; and I desire to have thee 
always in my mind, to do all my works in thy 
name, and for thy sake to bear all adversity 
with patience. I will nothing but what thou 
wiliest, O God, because it is agreeable unto 
thee. O give me grace that I may be atten- 
tive in my prayer, temperate in my diet, Vigil- 
ant in my conduct, and unmoveable in all good 
purposes. Grant, most merciful Lord, that I 
may be true and faithful to those that have en- 
trusted me with their secrets ; that I may be 
courteous and kind toward all men, and that 
both in my words and actions, I may show un- 
to them a good example. Dispose my heart 
to admire and praise thy goodness, to hate all 
errors and evil works, to love my neighbour, 
and to improve the world. Assist me, good 
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God, in subduing lust by mortification, eovet- 
ousness by liberality, anger by mildness, and 
lukewarmness, by zeal and fervency. Enable 
me to conduct myself with prudence in all 
transactions, and to show courage in danger, 
patience in adversity, and in prosperity an hum- 
ble mind. Let thy grace illuminate my under- 
standing, direct my will, sanctify my body, and 
bless my soul. Make me diligent in curbing 
all irregular affections, zealous in imploring 
thy grace, careful in keeping thy conmiand- 
ments, and constant in working out my own 
salvation. Finally, O God, make me sensible 
how little is the world, how great thy heavens, 
how short time, and how long will be the bless- 
ed eternity. O that I may prepare myself 
for death ! that I may dread thy judgments, 
that I may avoid the torments of a guilty con- 
science and obtain of thee, O God ! eternal life, 
through my blessed Saviour, Jesus Christ our 
Lord Amen. 

17 
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FORMS OF SERVICE 

FOR PUBLIC l^ORSHIP. 



Ittornfns <SbrtfiCcr. 



INTRODUCTORY PRAYER. # 

Our Father who art in heaven ! thj cbildren 
and thy creatures would come to express to 
thee the language of their common wants, and 
their common weakness. May our prayers 
ascend to thee in the strong urgency of chris- 
tian faith. While we are assembled to think 
of our eternal concerns, we would remember 
that we are surrounded, supported, and in- 
spected by thee. We desire now, O Lord, 
to learn thy will; to give thee the praise 
and homage that are thy due ; to confess be- 
fore thee our manifold transgressions; to 
implore thy pardoning mercy through Jesus 
Christ, and to gain some new strength for our 
Christian course. In these our endeavours, 
we ask thy divine assistance. And as we know 
not whether we shall spend another Sabbath 
on earth, may we this day ask ourselves, if we 
are prepared to meet our God. We come as 
the disciples of Jesus Christy through whose 
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name be glory to thee in the church forever. 
Amen. 



PRAY£R BCFORE SBRHON. 

Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Zioti, 
and unto thee shall the vow be performed. Al- 
mighty and most merciful Father ! thou art our 
God, early would we seek thee ; our unwea- 
ried Benefactor, and we would bless thee; our 
fether's God, and we will exalt thee. We would 
eome to acknowledge thee, the only proper ob-' 
ject of religious worship. We would come as 
the disciples of thy Son, to ask for mercy, be- 
cause we are sinners ; to implore the influence 
of thy Spirit, because we are weak ; and to en- 
treat for thine assistance, because on thee we 
continually depend. May we be duly impressed 
with the solemn duties of prayer. May we 
remember thine eye is upon us and never tum^ 
ed away. O thou who searchest the heart, 
we desire to worship thee, who art a Spirit, in 
spirit and in truth. We thank thee for the 
light of another of thy holy Sabbaths. Thy 
mercies, gracious Lord, are new upon us every 
morning, and fresh every evening. And now 
that our gratitude may be awakened, we would 
remember the favours which have crowned our 
days. Ever since thou gavest us life^ we have 
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been pensioners on thy bounty. Thou hast 
been bountiful to us beyond our necessities, 
and merciful beyond our hopes. Each day 
has come to us, bearing thine unremitted fa- 
vours. Thy goodness, O Father, has been 
greater towards us, than we can express. Thou 
hast permitted nature, year after year, to fur- 
nish out its treasures, for our support; and thy 
hand hath been scattering liberally about us, 
the varied blessings of life. We rejoice and 
praise thee, that in these second causes, which 
we see operating around us, we are led to thee^ 
the first Great Cause of all ; that from these 
unnumbered streams we are led to the exhaust^ 
less Fountain of being and beneficence. Incite 
us to study thee in thy works, and see how^ 
much we have to thank thee for ; and may the 
multitude of blessings, which surround us,, be 
motives that shall bind us in obedience to thy 
commands. We would admire and adore that 
wisdom so evidently displayed in the structnre 
of our bodies. But glory be to thy name^ that 
in each of these bodies thou hast placed the 
bright image of thyself; a rational, immortal 
principle. How good wast thou, blessed God, 
to give us immortality ; to create us in the im- 
age of thine own eternity ! O make us duly 
grateful to thee for the gift of mind ; for that 
reason which controls our passions and regu« 
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lates our propensities; and for those moral 
powers^ which determine our duties, nourish 
our good affections, and prepare us for happi- 
ness by making us holy. Grant, holy God, 
that we may use all our powers as thou de- 
signedst they should be used, in searching after 
truth, — and in the cultivation of the affections 
of love to thee and love to our fellow men. But 
while we adore thy wisdom as displayed in 
these thy works, our souls would kindle into 
praise for the crowning gift of Christianity. 
Never can we sufficiently thank thee, for the 
gift of a Saviour. Glory be to thy name, that 
in the records of Christianity, which have come 
down to us, we also are permitted to hear the 
same glad tidings that angels announced; — 
that there is now peace on earth and good will 
towards man. In an especial manner we thank 
thee, that by him, life and immortality are 
brought to light ; that now we are assured we 
shall not rest forever in the grave, but that be- 
yond the darkness of the tomb, there shall 
break forth a bright and a glorious morning of 
the resurrection, when all who are in their 
graves shall come forth to appear before God. 
God of mercy and of grace, prepare us all for 
that day. 

But while we remember thy various good- 
ness, it becometh us to remember with dee^ 
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humility and sincere contrition^ how little we 
have deserved thy many favours. Thou hast 
been doing much for us, but we have been do- 
ing little for ourselves. We have offended 
against thy holy laws. Thou knowest how 
often we have sinned. But we have hope in 
thy grace, through Jesus Christ. Through 
him, the appointed way, we come for mercy. 
Through him we would plead, and through 
him we would throw ourselves on thine infinite 
grace. God, be merciful to us, sinners ! — And 
now. Holy Father, our desires are before thee, 
that in future we may do better. May we from 
this day determine to watch the hidden springs 
of action, and see whei*e we are not pure; and 
to break off our sins by repentance and our in- 
iquities by turning unto thee. And since we 
are invited to immortality, may we, hereafter, 
have our conversation in heaven, and every day 
be preparing to join the great assembly of the 
just made perfect, in the regions of light, pu- 
rity and joy. Enable us, therefore, we ear- 
nestly pray thee, to imitate our Saviour. May 
we, as far as we are able, in the great duties 
of religion, feel as he felt, think as he thought, 
and do as he did. May Christ be formed in 
us the hope of glory. We desire to love thee 
more, and to serve thee better ; to love our 
Saviour more, and to serve him better; to 1oy« 
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»ch other more, and to serve each other bet- 
;er ; and to be more ready to do to others, as 
we wish others should do to us. O God, may 
^e be Christians in spirit and in deed. Give 
IS, therefore, we entreat thee, more spiritual 
ight and knowledge ; more love of sacred 
iiings ; more faith and hope ; more strength 
igainst temptation and sin ; more purity and 
leavenly-mindedness; more indifference to the 
leeting objects of earth, and more genuine 
piety. O may we put on Christ Jesus, and 
i>ecome completely furnished unto every good 
vvork. 

Our Father who art in heaven, we look to 
Lhee, who givest strength to the weak, and 
power to the helpless, for aid in the solemn 
services of thy house. Wilt thou be very near 
us in mercy ; direct our thoughts, engage our 
hearts, elevate our affections, and forgive us 
our sins ; and to thee shall be the praise for- 
ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



PRAYER AFTER SERMON. 

Almightt God, the Fountain of wisdom, 
who knowest our necessities before we ask, 
and our ignorance in asking ; we beseech thee 
to have compassion upon our infituv\\\^^\^ wA^ 
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those things, which for our unworthiness, we 
dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask, 
vouchsafe to give us, as disciples of thy Son. 
Through him we pray God to grant, that the 
words we have now heard with our outward 
ears, may, through thy grace, be so grafted 
inwardly in our hearts, that they may bring 
forth in us the fruit of good living ; to the 
honour and praise of thy holy name. Forgive 
what thou hast seen amiss in us, during oar 
waiting upon thee in thy house. We would 
now commit ourselves to thy care, ascribing 
to thee, the kingdom, power, and glory for- 
ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you. Amen. 
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INTRODUCTORY PRAYER. 

Assist us, O Lord, in all our doings, by 
thy most gracious favour, and further us with 
thy continual help ; that in all our works, be- 
gun, continued, and ended in thee, we may 
glorify thy holy name, and finally^ by thy mer- 



cy, obtain, everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



PRATER BEFORE SERMOBT* 

High and holy Lord our God ! As children 
before a Parent, as subjects before a Sover- 
eign, as sinners before a Being of inlSnite pn* 
rity, we bow at thy footstool in prayer. In 
the spirit of faith, in the spirit of love, grati- 
tude, and hope, we desire to make knovm our 
requests to our Father in heaven. May we 
be deeply penetrated with the thought that 
thine eye is this moment upon us. With the 
voice of praise and thanksgiving, we would 
again enter thy courts, O thou Most High, 
and give thee glory, that we are permitted to 
see the light of another of thy holy days. 
By these successive reflirns of duty, thou art 
reminding us of how much we owe to him who 
made us, and to him who hath redeemed us. 
We are united to thee, O Father, by many 
and tender ties, for thou art our Creator, Pre- 
server, unwearied Benefactor. We would 
acknowledge thee in all thou hast enabled us 
to enjoy ; and we would acknowledge thee in 
all thou hast brought us to suffer. Thou in 
wisdom gavest us life, and in kindness dost 
sustain us, AU our springs are in thee. God 
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of mercy and of grace, thy goodness is as wide 
as providence, and thy lovingkindness is from 
age to age. May true gratitude be awakened 
in our souls. 

We rejoice, merciful God, and thank tfaee^ 
for the high rank we have in the scale of be- 
ing ; for the gift of rational and moral facul* 
ties ; — ^yet, above all, we magnify and bless 
thy holy name, for the inestimable gift of a 
Saviour ; for the means of grace^ and the 
hope of glory. Praise be to God in the high- 
est, for the gift of a Redeemer who lived, 
teaching us how to live; and died, opening 
beyond the grave the glories of immortality^ 
For these, and for many unfelt blessings, 
Father, we thank thee. 

But while we call to mind thy rich merciei 
to us, we would \;ith the deepest humiliation 
and penitence, confess we have abused thy 
multiplying favours. We have disregarded 
thine authority, and forgotten our obligations. 
We lament the coldness of our devotions ; the 
insensibility of our hearts ; the frequency of 
our sins. But, O Lord, we come through 
him, who died that we might live, and would 
devoutly pray thee to blot out our transgries- 
sions, and hereafter to receive us graciously, 
and love us freely. Lead us to that repent- 
ance which the Gospel requires. 



20S 

And now, O God, our desires are before 
thee, that in future we may understand our 
religion and our duties more thoroughly. Give 
us to be more pure and holy, more wise, and 
devout 5 more benevolent to our fellow men ; 
more grateful and obedient to thee. May we 
have the new heart and the new life that Christ 
requires. Grant us therefore to have a more 
strong, lively, and rational faith in our glorifi- 
ed Redeemer ; a faith, that shall have an e^- 
cacy and a permanence. May it act in us, as 
a practical persuasion of christian truth, and a 
strong encouragement to a holy life. Renew 
us, gracious God, in the temper of our minds, 
so that we may be able to put on Christ Jesus, 
to break down the power of our earth-born 
passions, and to walk as children of the light. 
Under a firm conviction of thine overruling 
Providence, may we live as seeing thee, who 
art invisible, and as acting in the presence of 
God ; and may we be so pure in heart, that thy 
blessing and favour shall go with us through 
life ; and thus by faith in him who came to 
enlighten and save the world, may we receive 
the pardon of our sins ; and through his res- 
urrection, be raised at last to enjoy in heaven 
an eternity of increasing blessedness and glory. 

O thou, who art the Father of all the fam- 
on earth ; hear our earnest su^^lvc^V\^w%^ 



that the religion of thy Son may be exi 
over every region, and rale in every 
May the solitary place be made glad, a 
desert rejoice and blossom, and the ea 
filled with the glory of the Lord. Be^ in 
mercy, with the ministers of the Gospe 
may they preach Jesus Christ, and him 
fied, so as to make men wise to salvatio 

And wilt thou who art the high and n 
Ruler of the universe, bless with thin 
powerful aid, our rulers ; may they be i 
ministers of good. Qive to them wisd* 
perceive, and integrity to pursue, the me; 
most conducive to our best interests ;* an* 
we be that happy people, whose God 
Lord. 

We pray for the sick, that thou woul 
their great Physician ; and for the affl 
that thou wouldst give them that consol 
which the world cannot give nor take av 

We would again commend ourselv 
thee. Bow thine heavens, O Lord, and 
down. Be in the midst of us to hea 
prayers which we offer as the disciples c 
sus Christ ; ascribing to thee, the King 
nal, immortal, invisible, the only wise 
praises everlasting. Amen. 
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PRATER AFTER SERMON. 

Ever living and ever blessed Lord our God! 
we again come to seek a parent's face and a 
parent's blessing. We would acknowledge 
our entire dependancc on thee. We thank thee 
for the privileges of public worship ; and wilt 
thou, who hast given us grace at this time, 
with one accord, to make our common sup- 
plications to thee; and hast promised, that 
where two or three are gathered together in 
thy Son's name, thou wilt grant their re- 
quests ; fulfil, now, O Lord, the desires and 
petitions of thy servants, as may be most ex- 
pedient for them ; granting us in this world 
knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to 
come life everlasting. Amen. 

BENEDICTIOX. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the fellowship of his 
Holy Spirit, be with you all forever. Amen. 



MORNUCG PRAYER FOR A SCHOOL. 

God of the morning ! we would raise our 
thoughts to thee, in adoration of thy perfec- 
tions, and in thankful remembrance of thy 
goodness to the children of men. Every 
morning and every moment affords evidence of 

18 
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thy greatness, the glorjr and the benignity ot 
thy character. Thou createdst all things, and 
for thy pleasure they were created. The heav- 
ens are thine ; the earth also is thine ; we 
ourselves are thy offspring, and we rejoice that 
we may address thee as our Father. Our 
natural and moral powers, and all our means 
of happiness and improvement, are the effects 
of thy paternal kindness. It is thou alone 
who makest us to dw^ell in safety, and to en- 
joy the blessings which thy goodness hath be- 
stowed. Thou carest for all ; thou blessest 
all. It is owing to thy protection and favour, 
that we behold this day, with the advantages 
and pleasures which accompany it. And now 
that we are assembled here, we would commit 
ourselves to the direction of thy good provi- 
dence. We pray for thy continued support 
and guidance. May we feel, as we ought, 
our dependance on thee; our constant and 
increasing obligations. May we remember 
that thine eye is never for a moment withdrawn 
from us ; that thou art intimately acquainted 
with all that we do, with all that we say, and 
with all that we think. May this impression 
habitually influence us, and dispose us to give 
a right direction to all our powers. 

Author of all good ! let thy blessing rest 
upon these youths. Make them to go in the 
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path of thy commandments. May they early 
acquaint themselves with thee, the God of their 
fathers. May they have correct sentiments of 
thy paternal character. Suffer them not to 
forget their duty to thee, who hast never for- 
gotten to be good and merciful unto them. 
Suffer them not, Source of all good influences, 
to misuse their time, or to abuse their talents, 
by indulging in negligence, or in vicious and 
irregular habits. Keep them in thy fear. Let 
them not depart from innocence and virtue. 
May Jesus Christ be their chosen model. 
May they properly estimate and improve their 
advantages for gaining knowledge. May they 
be inspired with a generous and noble ardour 
to excel in what will make them wise, and use- 
ful, and happy. May they search for knowl- 
edge as a treasure of immense value. May 
they have that fear of thee, which is the in- 
struction of wisdom. We pray that a meek, 
docile, and humble spirit may mark their prin- 
ciples and character, and that thou wouldst 
keep them from the evil of sin. By their im- 
provement in good learning, by the correctness 
of their morals, and by the habitual regularity 
of their deportment, may they be solicitous to 
gratify the desires, and hopes, and expecta- 
tions of their parents and friends; and es- 
pecially, may they secure the ap^jtoha-Uo^ ^xvl 
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acceptance of thee, their best friend and ben- 
efactor. God of truth, will it please thee to 
guide their feet in the way of truth and holi- 
ness, to make them instruments of much good 
in the world, and to prepare them all for that 
inheritance, which can never be lost nor im- ^ 
paired. Hear, us through Jesus Christ, our 
Redeemer and Advocate. Amen. 



EVENING PRAYER FOR A SCHOOL. 

Father in heaven! we thank thee for the 
pleasures and blessings of the day, which is 
now drawing near its close. By thy care and 
kindness, another day has been allowed us for 
the pursuit of useful knowledge, and may we 
not be insensible of our increased obligations 
to love and serve thee, and to be faithful in 
the use of the talents, which thou hast given 
us. If any of us have this day been careless 
and inconsiderate ; if we have misimproved or 
wasted these valuable hours, we pray thee to 
forgive us, on our sorrow for our faults. Let 
us consider our ways and be wise. May the 
young more fully appreciate their privileges, 
and by reflecting with regret on the time they 
may have thoughtlessly thrown away, may they 
be excited to unwearied attention for the fu- 
ture. Let those who are habitually industri- 
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Dus, who are frugal of their timd, never grow 
weary in this way of well doing. May these 
youths wisely consider, that time is a treasure, 
which, if lost, can never be regained ; and 
that the present time is all, of which they can 
promise themselves assured possession. May 
they be solicitous to perform what duty re- 
quires of them, and may they consider dili- 
gent application to their studies, as a duty not 
to be disregarded. 

We thank thee, Source of wisdom and vir- 
tue, for the pleasures which are intimately as- 
sociated with the improvement of the mind and 
heart. May each one present deserve, and 
deserving, share these pleasures. And now 
that they are about to depart from this place, 
may they think seriously on the flight of time, 
that every day carries them nearer to the ma- 
turity .of life, and to its closing scene ; and 
may thoughts and reflections like these have 
powerful influence in leading their thoughts to 
God, in promoting that sobermindedness and 
piety, which are peculiarly ornamental in early 
Hfe. God of mercy! have them, we beseech thee. 
In thy holy keeping. May Jesus Christ be in 
Ihem the hope of glory. May their early im- 
pressions be such, as will guard them against 
the allurements of vice, and against those evil 

18* 
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communications, which corrupt the heart, and 
vitiate the morals. 

God of our fathers ! bless the parents of 
these youths. Make them faithful in the watch- 
ing and instruction of their offspring. Mi 
they give them such wise counsel, and set b< 
fore them such virtuous examples, that thei 
children, by obedient lives and well orden 
conversation, may be prepared for whatever 
shall await them here, and finally secure tl 
favour which is life, and thy lovingkindn^ 
which is better than life. 

O thou who art always ready to pardon tht 
penitent, forgive us our sins. Forgive us that 
wc so often disregard our duty, and violate ^i 
thy commands. May we be truly sorry for 
every thing that we have said, or thought, on 
done, which is offensive to thee ; and hereaflefl 
let us deviate no more from the path of reli* } 
gious wisdom. May we remember thine eye 
is ever upon us, and that we are all accounta*^ 
ble to thee. Having done thy will on earth, 
and finished the work assigned us, may we be 
prepared to partake in the felicities of the 
heavenly state, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 
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MORNING PRAYER FOR A SABBATH SCHOOL. 

Our Father who art in heaven ! we thank 
:hee for preserving us to another holy Sab- 
lath. Thou givest all things ; thou doest all 
igs; thou governest all things; thou know- 
all we think ; thou seest all we do ; and 
tu hearest all our prayers. As the disciples 
Jesus Christ w*e would now worship thee 
spirit and in truth. Our various blessings 
le from thee; — we are in health, while oth- 
are sick; we are alive, while others are 
; we have food to eat and raiment to put 
^n, while others are suffering with want.' We 
rould feel gratitude to thee for our parents 
and friends ; for our health and strength ; for 
Ke.^means of instruction, for the holy Bible ; 
m^ the christian Sabbath ; and for public wor- 
^ip. For all these methods of preparing us 
for heaven, Holy Father ! we thank thee. 

Thou hast promised that the children of thy 
church shall be taught of God. We now anx- 
iously ask thy blessing upon this school. Give 
to the instructers the spirit of kindness, dili- 
gence, and piety, so that as fellow- workers 
With thee they may impart to these pupils the 
principles of good learning and pure religion. 
Elspecially bless these youth. Take them to 
thy peculiar care. Are any of them without 
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parents, wilt thou be the Father of the father- 
less ; are any in need, wilt thou supply their 
wants ; are any discouraged, wilt thou give 
them hope ; and are any accustomed to vice, 
wilt thou reclaim them. Engage them ea^ 
to love thee with all their hearts and to 
kindly affectioned one to another, rememberii 
the holy child Jesus, who, as he increased m 
stature, increased also in favour with God and 
man. Create in them, we entreat thee, a strdng 
thirst after religious knowledge. May they lil 
up their voice for understanding, and searc|i« 
for it as silver and seek it as the most precioo| 
treasure. May they attend to their instrut 
tions at this time with inquiring minds, anS^ 
consider religion as the best ornament of tht 
age. O God! take possession of their heal 
defend them from all the snares and temptatit 
the pollution and defilements of the world; and 
let thy good spirit root out all sinful affectiohs 
from their hearts, and sow the incorruptible^ 
seed of thy grace, that they may be partakers I 
of thy divine nature and bring forth in their ' 
lives the fruits of righteousness and true ho- 
liness. 

Almighty God ! Bless the several families 
to which these children belong ; and may every 
house be a house of prayer, and every heart 
an altar to thee. 
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Prepare us all for the sacred instructions of 
the sanctuary. While in the house of God^ 
may we possess serious minds, penitent hearts^ 
and pure devotion ; and by these services on 
may we be made fit for the higher ser- 
ies of thy heavenly temple, which we ask 
^.tJbnough Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 




. BVElOirG PRAYEa FOA A SABBAT^ SGHOOIm 

%:' Almiohtt and eternal God ! we approach 
f^y mercy-seat in the name of him whom thou 
hevest always. Thine eye that looks upon 
,^1'things, is this moment fixed upon us. We 
^tiumk thee for the instruction of another Sab* 
blUb. Let thy divine blessing follow the min- 
■Mmtions of the sanctuary. What gratitude 
flight we to feel, that thou hast made us capa- 
ble of knowing, loving, and worshipping thee! 
Q?hou hast given us more understandihg than 
p the beasts of the field, and made us wiser than 
the fowls of the air. They know thee not ; 
they love thee not; they cannot speak thy 
praises; — but we can raise our thoughts to 
heaven, we can worship the Lord our God ; 
we can ask thee to make us wiser and better 
sBvery day, to enable us to serve thee while 
WB'live, and to receive us into heaven when 
we die. 
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Etwnal Father ! Witboat thy grace all oar 
wisdom is folly, and without thy help all our 
eflforts are ?ain. Give divine efficacy to thd 
religious lessons which have now been dis- 
pensed. May the instructers be encouragi 
by the success of their labours ; and so inibi 
the minds, amend the hearts, and cherish tEl^ 
best affections of their pupils, that they shaft 
be a generation to serve thee. Send down Ihj 
heavenly grace upon the hearts of these dbil- 
dren. May they remember thee their Creator 
in the days of their youth, and give to thee 
their affections. Thou knowest how long they 
are to live ; we earnestly pray that they may 
become religious children, — and when they re- 
collect that Jesus Christ came into the world 
to labour, and suffer, and die for them, nil 
his love engage them to love him again. Miif' 
they study his blessed Gospel, imbibe his w 
vine spirit, and copy his spotless example. Mtijr 
they never think or say or do what Christ ibl^' 
bids. May they carefully shun whatever BS 
offensive in thy sight ; all wicked words and 
actions; whatever is profane or immodest tt 
language ; whatever is unkind or revengefnl in 
temper; and whatever is false or deceitftilih 
practice. Protect them, O God ! from vidous 
companions, and bad examples; — rescue them 
from every danger ^ save them from every sin. 
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and keep them from the evil there is in the 
world. May all remember the shortness of 
life, the certainty of death, and the solemnity 
of their final judgment. 

Lord of life ! as we are now about to sepa- 
rate, we ask thy protection. Before we go to 
rest this night, may \ve give up our souls to 
thee in prayer, and wilt thou refresh us for the 
duties of the coming day ; and may we all live 
as we shall wish we had done when we come 
to die. We ofier our prayers through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Redeemer, ascribing to 
thee all glory forever. Amen. 



FUNERAL PRAYER. 

J i 

.. O THOU, who livest whilst mortals die; who 
ftlone possessest independent immortality! — 
Eternal God ! we bow before thee as the Su- 
preme Disposer of all events. Believing that 
nothing can come to pass through the whole 
extent of thy works, without thy knowledge 
and influence, we desire to learn well the les- 
son thou art now teaching us. Thou doest 
thy will in the armies of heaven above, and 
ainong the inhabitants of the earth below. 
None can stay thine hand, or say unto thee, 
What doest thou ? 



Thou hast been pleased, in great wisdom 
and in awful justice, to appoint unto all mea 
once to die, and after death, the ludgment. 
Thou hast said lo the whole human race. Dust 
ye are, and to dust ye shall return. Grant that 
when we see this awful sentence put in execu- 
tion, when we are conveying our friiends, rela- 
tions, or acquaintance to the silent grave ; we 
may be seriously reminded of our own mortal- 
ity, and thereby be excited to work the work 
of thee our God, while it is day, since the 
night of death is coming, in which no man 
can work. * 

O may we remember that now is the accept- 
ed time, and now is the day of our salvation. 
May our lives be those of the righteous, and 
our last end be like his ; and when our tamj 
shall come to enter this house, appointed for 
all the living, may we have in our mouths the 
triumphant song of the Christian, O death,, 
where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy 
victory ? 

Thanks be to God, who hath given us the vic- 
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Thanks 
be to God, who hath begotten us to the lively 
hope of immortality in his Son. Thanks lie 
to God, that death could not retain the Sav- 
iour, but that a power stronger than death, a 
power higher than nature^ raised him from the 



dead, thereby establishing our hope. Now is 

^C0Ine salvation, and strength, and the kingdom 
of our God. Glory be to thee in the highest, 
b jthat life and immortality are now brought to 
l^ght ; and that we know that if our earthly 
E^]^Q^e of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
P.jhave a building of God, a house not made with 
.bands, eternal in the heavens. 

Thou hast taught us, O Lord ! by reason, 
.^perience and revelation, that our life on earth 
f^Jfi a pilgrimage, a state of trial, discipline and 
preparation. This is but the road that con- 
ducts to a higher destination. Here we can- 
not do and become what, according to our 
capacities, w^e are capable of doing and becom- 
- ing. Thou hast reserved a future state of ac- 
k^tion as the scene to .develope our immortal 
^epergies. Here we can enjoy no pure satis- 
Jj^tiqn, no unmingled glory. Here all is sub- 
ject to inconstancy and death. Here we have 
np abiding city, no secured possession, no 
lasting rest. Here all is rather means than 
ends, rather sowing than reaping, rather pre- 
paration than enjoyment, rather commence- 
ment than completion. Here, O Father ! thou 
hast placed us at school, and we are here 
schooling for eternity. To acquire a profi- 
ciency in wisdom, piety and holiness, is thy 
great requisition from us. To this tend all 
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our wants and connections, our business and 
our struggles, our miscarriages and success. 
In view of this discipline, we do now anxiousljr 
pray, that every lot and incident in our lives 
may make us wiser, holier and happier. May 
we connect every thing here with every thing 
hereafter. May we feel that we pursue life 
i-nder the governance and protection of thee, 
an Almighty Benefactor; and that thy dispen- 
sations must end in happhiess. Under this 
firm persuasion, may we pursue the duties and 
hear the sorrows of our earthly pilgrimage; 
and through the influence of Christ's example, 
fmisli the work thou hast sent each one of 
us to do. 

Unchangeable God ! in the awful presence 
of death, we feel our entire dependance on 
thee ; and while we witness that the glory of 
man passeth away as the flower of the grass ; 
we feel the value of the assurance, that thy 
word shall never pass away. Thou remainest 
to the living and the dead, the same God ; the 
Protector and Father of all ; faithfully keeping 
those whom thou takest away, and offering 
consolation to those who arc left. To whom 
but thee shall we address ourselves in this hour 
of our sorrow ? 

Sanctify, O Lord, we beseech thee, this be- 
reaving dispensation of thy providence, to those 



from whom thou hast taken a near relative by 
death. O may they be comforted in this day 
of affliction, by the consolations of religion* 
May they remember that thou knowest when 
it is best to call thy children to thyself; and 
that thy chastisements are chastisements of 
love. May they, and may we, consider this 
instance of mortality, as a friendly admonition 
to us, to be also ready. 

Lord of life ! we would now commit this 
body to the ground ; earth to earth, ashes to 
ashes, dust to dust ; looking for the general 
resurrection in the last day, and the life of the 
world to come, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Father of mercies ! while thou art contin- 
uing us here, we would cultivate an habitual 
resignation to thy holy l^^ill ; believing thou 
art all wisdom in thysd^*, all goodness toward 
thy creatures. Having our* hearts thus fixed, 
stayed upon ihee, may we be prepared to meet 
all the events of life with devout composure ; 
and prepared to follow those who have gone 
before us. 

O may we have a firm confidence in thee, 
the Rock of ages, the resting-place of all 
generations ; and be always disposed to say, 
Not our wills, but thine, be done. — The Lord 
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gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed 
be the name of the Lord. 

Holy Father ! may we pass the rest of our 
time in thy fear and love ; and when called to 
lie down in the grave, may we lie down in 
christian hope, and when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall 
have put on immortality, O may we bear the 
welcome invitation of the Saviour, — Come ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. Hear us, O God, through him who 
died that we might live; through whom to 
thee be glory and dominion forever. Amen. 
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SBIiSCTIOK OF UYMNS. 



THB FOLLOWING SELECTION OF H7MNS WAS MADE AT THE 

RSqUEST OF A FRIEND. 



1. L. M. 

A Morning Hymn. 

1 Awake, my soul ! and with the sua 
Thy daily stage of duty run ; 
Shake off dull sloth, and joyful rise 
To pay thy morning sacrifice. 

2 By influence of the light divine, 
Let thinetown light to others shine ; 
]^efle(^ all heaven*s propitious rays, 
In ardent rove and cheoHiui praise. 

3 Lord ! I my* vows t<kthe^renew. 
Scatter my sins as nwnin|| dew ; 

Guard my first spring* of iwought and will. 
And with thyself my spirit fill. 

4 Direct, control, suggest this day, 
All I design, or do, or say ; 

That all my powers, with all their might, 
la thy sole glory may unite. 

5 All praise to thee who safe has kept, 

And hast refreshed me while I slept : 

Grant, Lord ! when I from death shall wake, 

I may of endless life partake. 

Bf. Kkn. 
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2. L. M. 
T%e Example of Christ, 

1 And is the Gospel peace and love ? 
So let our conversation be : 

The serpent blended with the dove. 
Wisdom and meek simplicity. 

2 Whene'er the angry passions rise, 

And tempt our thoughts or tongues to strife^ 
On Jesus let us fix our eyes, 
Bright pattern of the Christian life ! 

3 O how benevolent and kind ! 
How mild I how ready to forgive ! 
Be his the temper of our mind, 
And his the rules by which we live. 

4 To do his heavenly Father's will 
Was his employment and delight : 
Humility and holy zeal 

Shone through his life divinely bright ! 

5 Dispensing good where'er he came^ 
The labours of his life were love ; 
Then if we bear the Saviour's name, 
By his example let us move. 

Mri. Stxble. 



3. 7s. M 
Christ risen, and Death vanquished. 

1 Anoel, roll the rock away ! 
Death, yield up thy mighty prey ! 
See, he rises from the tomb, 

Glowing in immortal bloom ! Hallelujah ! 

2 Shout, ye saints, in rapturous song, 
Let the notes be sweet and strong ; 
Hail the son of God, this morn 
From his sepulchre new-bora ! 
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3 Powers of heaven, celestial choirs, 
Sing, and sweep your sounding lyres ! 
Sons of men, in joyful strain, 

Hail your mighty Saviour's reign ! 

4 Every note with rapture swell. 
And the Saviour's triumph tell : 
Where, O death, is now thy sting ? 
Where thy terrors, vanquished king ? 

Scott. 



4. L. M. 
Candour, 

1 All-seeing God ! 'tis thine to know 

The springs whence wrong opinions flow ; 
To judge, from principles within. 
When frailty errs, and when we sin. 

2 Who among men, great Lord of all ! 
Thy servant to his bar shall call ; 
Judge him for modes of faith, thy foe, 
And doom him to the realms of wo ? 

3 Who with another's eye can read. 
Or worship by another's creed ? 
Trusting thy grace, we form our own, 
And bow to thy commands alone. 

4 If wrong, correct ; accept, if right ; 
While faithful we improve our light, — 
Condemning none, but zealous still 
To learn and follow all thy will. 

5 When shall our happy eyes behold 
All Christians fashioned in thy mould ; 
And charity our lineage prove 
Derived from thee^ O God of love I 

Scott. 
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6. C. M. 

Zeal and Vigour in the Chriatian Race* Phil, Uu 12—14. 

1 Awake, my soul ! stretch every nerve, 
^ Atldj|>ress with vigour on : 

A heaimiy race demands thy zeal. 
And an^mmortal crown. 

2 A cloud of witnesses around 

Hold thee in full survey ; 
Forget the steps already trod. 
And onward urge thy way. 

3 'Tis God's all-animating voice 

That calls thee from on high ; 
'Tis his own hand presents the prize 
To thine aspiring eye : 

4 That prize, with peerless glories bright, 

Which shall new lustre boast, 
When victors' wreaths and monarch's gems 
Shall blend in common dust. 

5 My soul, with all thy wakened powers, 

Survey the immortal prize ; 
Nor let the glittering toys of earth 
Allure thy wandering eyes. 

DODDRIDQK. 



• 6 L. M 

On the Death of a Child. 

1 As the sweet flower which scents the morn, 
But withers in the rising day, 
Thus lovely seem'd the infant's dawn ! 
Thus swiflly fled his life away ! 

S Ere sin could blight, or sorrow fade, 
Death timely came with friendly care ; 
The opening bud to heaven conveyed. 
And bade it bloom forever there. 
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3 Yet the sad hour that took the boy 
Perhaps has spared a heavier doom, 
Snatched him from scenes of guilty joy, 
Or from the pangs of ills to come. 

4 He died before his infant soul 

Had ever burned with wrong desire ; 
Had ever spurned at heaven's control, * 
Or ever quenched its sacred fire. 

5 He died to sin, he died to care ; 
But for a moment felt the rod ; 
Then springing on the viewless air. 
Spread his light wings, and soared to God. 

Belfast Sblxot. 



7. 10s M. 

Trust amidst trials. 

I As on the world I gaze with fearful eye, 

And mark the vast expanse to wander through, 
My full heart heaves with many a deep drawn sigh, 
And almost trembles at the awful view. 

I Where lies my path amid this wondrous waste, 
Hung with dark clouds, or circled with serene ? 
What is the bourne to which I daily haste ? 
What the dread changes of the future scene ? 

^ Lost in the mists of dark futurity. 

Forever hid from my unbidden gaze. 
They rest, Almighty One ! — they rest with Thee : 
Wise and* inscrutable are all thy ways. 

4 The humble creature thou hast deign'd to make. 
Here also rests. Thy mercies I have proved ; 
Deep in this heart a holy trust they wake. 
To bid me bear the ills of life unmoved. 

6 Vain terrors, peace ! — Go spirit maiPd in worth, 
Hallow'd, not injured, by the trials given, 
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And look upon the varied woes of earth, 
But as the pains which purify for heaven. 

R08COE. 



8. L. M. 

The Seaman* 8 Prayer, 

1 Almighty Ruler of the skies, 
How various are thy works ! how wise ! 
Thy power throughout ail space extends, 
Sinks thro' all depth, all height transcends ! 

^ Not earth alone beholds her shores 
Enrich'd by thy exhaustless stores ; 
Alike, throughout their liquid reign, 
The spreading seas thy gifts contain. 

3 On high, the concave we behold 
In living blue, or sparkling gold ; 
Whilst waving azure fields around 
Spread to th' horizon's utmost bound. 

4 The winds and waves obey thy will ; 

The needle owes thy power and skill ; 

And, steer'd by thy directing hand. 

Our bark shall gain the wislrd for laiid. 

Merrick, Alt'd. 



9. L. M. 
Holy Resolution, 

1 Ah, wretched souls, who strive in vain ! 
Slaves to the world, and slaves to sin ! 
A nobler toil may I sustain, 

A nobler satisfaction win. 

2 I would resolve with all my heart, 
With all my powers to serve the Lord ; 
Nor from his precepts e'er depart, 
Whose service is a rich reward. 
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3 O be his service all my joy ! 
Around let my example shine ; 
Till others love the blessM employ, 
And join in labours so divine. 

4 Be this the purpose of my soul, 
My solemn, my determined choice, 
To yield to his supreme control, 
And in his kind commands rejoice. 

5 O may I never faint nor tire. 

Nor wander from thy sacred ways ! 
Great God, accept my soul's desire. 
And give me strength to live thy praise. 

Mrs. Steals. 



10. L. M. 
Temptation without and within, 

1 Awake, my soul, lift up thine eyes, 
See how thy foes against thee rise. 
In long array, a numerous host ; 
Awake, my soul, or thou art lost ! 

2 See how rebellious passions rage, 
And fierce desires and lusts engage ; 
See pleasure's silken banners spread, 
And willing souls are captive led ! 

3 I tread upon enchanted ground. 
Perils and snares beset me round ; 
O let me then guard every part ; 
But most, the traitor in my heart ! 

4 O teach thy servant how to wield, 
Blest Saviour, thy immortal shield ; 
Put on thy armour from above. 

Of heavenly truth and heavenly lore. 

5 The terror and the charm repel. 

The smiles of earth, the frowns of hell ; 
The tempter once thou didst subdue ; 
O make me more than conqueror too ! 

Mrs. Barbauld. 
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11. S. M. 
Support in Death, Pg. xxUL 

1 Behold the gloomy vale, 

Which thou, my soul ! must tread, 
Beset with terrors fierce and pale, 
That leads thee to the dead, 

2 Te pleasing scenes, adiea ! 

Which I so long have known : 
My friends, a long farewell to you ! 
For I must pass alone. 

3 But see ! a ray of light, 

With splendour all divine, . 
Breaks through these dreary realms of night, 
And makes its horrors shine. 

4 Where death, where darkness reigns, 

Jehovah is my stay ; 
His rod my trembling feet sustains, 
His staff defends my way. 

6 Great Shepherd ! lead me on •, 
My soul disdains to fear ; 
Death's gloomy phantoms all are flown, 
Now life's great Lord is near. 

Doddridge. 



12. c. M. 
The Reunion of virtuous Friends after Death. 

1 Bless'd hour, when virtuous friends shall meet, 

Shall meet to part no more, 
And with celestial welcome greet, 
On an immortal shore. 

2 The parent finds the long-lost child ; 

Brothers on brothers gaze ; 
The tear of resignation mild 
Is changed to joy and praise. 
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3 Each tender tie, dissolved with pain, 

With endless bliss is crowned ^ 
All that was dead, revives again ^ 
AH that was lost, is found. 

4 And while remembrance, lingering still. 

Draws joy from sorrowing hours ; 
New prospects rise, new pleasures fill 
The soul's expanded powers. 

^ Congenial minds, arrayed in light, 
High thoughts shall interchange i 
Nor cease, with ever new delight, 
On wings of love to range. 

6 Their Father marks their generous flame. 
And looks complacent down ; 
The smile that owns their filial claim 
Is* their immortal crown. 

LivisapooL (Paradise st.) C01.L, 



13. 8 & 7s M. 
Tomorrow. 

1 Boast not thyself of days to come, 

Nor cherish present sorrow ; 
Enow thou art hastening to the tomb, 
And thine is not to-morrow. 

2 The present day thy Maker gives, 

Not future cares to borrow ;— . 
Enow God is good, and ever lives : 
To him belongs to-morrow. 

3 Eindred and friends around thee die ; 

Rank afler rank they follow ! 
Thy moments too how quick they fly-- 
Thou may'st be gone to-morrow ! 

N 

4 Yain are the projects mortals form, 

With toil their brows they furrow ; 
Unlook'd for comes a ruthless storm 
And blights their promis'd morrow. 

20 
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5 Life passes like a tale that's told, 

And days ily like an arrow : 
Whate'er of earthly good we hold 
May all take wing to-morrow ! 

6 But tho' man dies and turns to dust. 

For this why should we sorrow ? 
God will restore to life the just, 
And give a blissful morrow. 



14. c. M. 
The Autumn Evening. 

1 Behold the western evening light ! 

It melts in deep'ning gloom ; 
So calmly christians sink away, 
Descending to the tomb. 

2 The winds breathe low — the withering leaf 

Scarce whispers from the tree ! 
So gently flows the parting breath, 
When good men cease to be. 

3 How beautiful on all the hills 

The crimson light is shed ! 
'Tis like the peace the christian gives 
To mourners round his bed. 

4 How mildly on the wandering cloudy 

The sunset beam is cast ! 
'Tis like the memory lefl behind 
When loved ones breathe their last. 

5 And now above the dews of night 

The yellow star appears ! 
So faith springs in the hearts of those 
Whose eyes are bathed in tears. 

6 But soon the morning's happier light 

Its glory shall restore ; 
And eyelids that are sealed in death 
Shall wake to close no more. 



PSABODT. 
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"Pideiity to our Saviour, 

1 Can I forsake that gracious friend^ 
On whom my noblest hopes depend ? 
Forbid it, from my wand'nng heart 
His cherishM image e'er should part ! 

2 First let the wheels of life stand stilly 
Ere I forget his righteous will ; 

Ere I submit to guilty shame, 
And bring dishonour on his name. 

3 Faithful to him and to his laws, 
With zeal would I maintain his cause. 
The cause of truth vand righteousness, 
Midst trial, suff^ring^ and distress. 

4 If bonds or death obstruct my way,' 
UnmovM, their terrors I'll survey ; 
And the last hour improre for thee, 
The last of life or liberty. 

5 Welcome those bonds which may unite 
My soul to him, its guide and light ; 
Welcome that death whose painful strife 
Bears me to Christ, my better life. 

Jeryii. 



16. 78. M. 
Christ^s Invitation, Matt. zi. 28. 

1 Comb ! said Jesus' sacred voice, 
Come, and make my paths your choice : 
I will guide you to your home ; 
Weary pilgrim, hither come ! 

^Thou, who houseless, sole, forlorn. 

Long hast borne the proud world's scorn, 
liong hast roamed the barren waste, 
Weary pilgrim, hither haste ! 
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S Te, who tossed on beds of pain, 
Seek for ease, but seek in yain : 
Te, whose swollen and sleepless eyes 
Watch to see the morning rise ; 

4 Te, by fiercer anguish torn, 

In remorse for guilt who monm. 
Here repose your heavy cure : 
Who the stings of guilt can bear ! 

5 Sinner, come ! for here is found 
Balm that flows for every wound ; 
Peace that ever shall endure. 
Rest eternal, sacred, sure. 

Mm. Babbavi^. 



. 17 8 & 78. M. 
On the Death of a Child at Day-break. 
** Let me go, for the day breaketh." — Gen. xzz|L 36. 

1 Cease here longer to detain me^ 

Kindest mother drowned in woe, 
Now thy kind caresses pain me ; 
Morn advances — let me go. 

2 See yon orient streak appearing ! 

Harbinger of endless day ; 
Hark ! a voice, the darkness cheering, 
Calls my new-born soul away ! 

S Lately launched, a trembling stranger. 
On this world's wild boisterous flood, 
Exposed to pains and tossed with danger. 
Gladly I return to God. 

4 Now my cries shall cease to grieve thee, 

Now my trembling heart find rest ; 
Kinder arms than thme receive me, 
Softer pillow than thy breast. 

5 Weep not o'er these eyes that languish, 

Upward turning toward their home ; 
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Raptur'd they'll forget all anguish, 
While they wait to see thee come. 

6 There, my mother, pleasures centre ; — 

Weeping, parting, care, or wo 
Ne'er our Father's house shall enter- 
Morn advances— let me go. 

7 As, through this calm and holy dawning, 

Silent glides my parting breath 
/To an everlasting morning — 
Gently close my eyes in death. 

8 Blessings, endless, richest blessings, 

Pour their streams upon thy heart ! 
(Though no language yet possessing) 
Breathes my spirit ere we part. 

9 Yet to leave thee sorrowing rends me, 

Now again his voice I hear ; 
Rise ! may every grace attend thee, 
Rise, and seek to meet me there. 



Cecil. 



18. S. M. 

The pleeuurei of Religion. 

1 Come, ye who love the Lord ! 
And let your joys be known : 
Join in a song with sweet accord, 
And thus surround his throne. 

t The sorrows of the mind 

Be banished from this place ! 
Religion never was designed 
To make your pleasures less. 

3 God, your eternal Friend, 
No present good denies ; 
And when the scenes of time shall end, 
Will call you to the skies. 
20* 
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4 There shall yon see bit face^ 

And never, never sin ; 
There, from the rivers of his grace^ 
Drink endless pleasures in. 

5 The BODS of God have found 

Glory begun below : 
Celestial fruits, on earthly ground. 
From faith and hope may grow. 

6 Then let our sorrows cease^ 

And every tear be dry ; 
We're travelling through the paths of peace 
To fairer worlds on high. 

Wattb. 



19. L. M. 
*• This do in remembrance of me.** — 1 Cor, xi, 24. 

1 " Eat, drink, in memory of your friend !" 
Such was our Master's last request ; 
Who all the pangs of death endured^ 
That we might live forever blessed. 

2 Yes, we'll record thy matchless love, 
Thou dearest, tenderest, best of Friends ! 
Thy dying love, the noblest praise 

Our hearts can offer thee, transcends. 

3 'Tis pleasure more than earth can give 
Thy goodness through these veils to see ; 
Thy table food celestial yields, 

And happy they who sit with thee. 

Dublin Cox.. Ai.t*jd. 



SO. L. M. 

7%tf only living and true God. — Pe. 86. 

1 Eternal God, almighty Cause 

Of earth and sea and worlds unknown ; 
All things are subject to thy laws^ 
All things depend on thee alone. 
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2 Thy glorious being singly stands, 
Of all within itself possest ; 
ControlI'd by none are thy commands ; 
Thou from thyself alone art blesf. 

3 To thee alone ourselves we owej 
To thee alon^ our homage pay ; 
All other gods we disavow. 

Deny their claims, renounce their sway. 

4 In thee, O Lord, our hope shall rest, 
Fountain of peace andjoy and love ! 
Thy favour only makes us blest ; 
Without thee, all would nothing prove. 

5 Worship to thee alone belongs, 
Worship to thee alone we give ; 

Thine be our hearts, and thine our songii, 
And to thy glory we would live. 

6 Spread thy great name through heathen lands. 
Their idol deities dethrone ; 

Subdue the world to thy commands, 

And reign^as thou art, God alone. 

Baown. 



21. c. M. 
Joy and Gratitude. 

1 Eterxal Love ! how large the sum, 

Of blessings from thy hand ; 
To banish sorrow and be blest 
Is thy supreme command. 

2 Joy is our duty, glory, health, 

The sunshine of the soul ; 
The best return that w6 can make 

To him who plans the whole. Young. 

3^Whatever, Lord, of earthly bliss. 
Thy sovereign will denies, 
Accepted at thy throne of grace. 
Let this petition rise : 
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4 Grive me a calm, a thankful hearty 

From every murmur free ; 
The blessings t>f thy grace impart, 
And make me live to thee. 

5 Let the blest hope that thoa art mine 

My life and death attend ! 
Thy presence through my journey shine, 
And crown my journey's end. 

Rippom's Coi^LKCTIOir. 



22. L. M. 
Divine goodnesi* 

1 Eternal Source of every joy ! 
Well may thy praise our lips employ ; 
Whilst in thy temple we appear, ) 
Thy goodness crowns the circling year. 

2 Wide as the earth and planets roll, 

Thy hand supports and cheers the whole t 
By thee the sun is taught tQ rise, 
And darkness when to veil the skies. 

3 The flowery spring, at thy command. 
Embalms the air and paints the land ; 
The summer rays with vigour shine, 
To raise the corn and cheer the vine. 

4 Seasons and months and weeks and days 
Demand successive hymns of praise ; 
Still be the cheerful homage paid. 
With morning light and evening shade. 

5 Q may our more harmonious tongues. 
In worlds unknown, pursue the songs. 
And in those brighter courts adore, 
Where days and years revolve no more. 

Ll\rBRPOOL COLLSCTIOK. 
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23. c. M. 

Secret Devotion, . Matt, ru 6. 

1 Father Divine ! thy piercing eye 

Looks through the shades of night ; 
In deep retirement thou art nigh, 
With heart-discerning sight. 

2 There shall that piercing eye survey 

My duteous homage paid, 
With every morning^s dawning .ray. 
And every eveniog^s shade. ' 

3 I'll leave behind each earthly care ; 

To thee my soul shall soar ; 
While grateful praise and fervent prayer 
Employ the silent hour. 

4 So shall the Sun in smiles arise ; 

The day shaH close in peace ; 
So wilt thou train me for the skies, 
Where joy shall never pease. 



24. G. M 

Paraphrase of the Lord*8 Prayer, 

1 Father of all ! Eternal God i 

Supremely good and great ! 
Thy children, formed and blessed by thee, 
Approach thy heavenly seat. 

2 Thy name, in hallowed strains be sung ; 

We join the solemn praise ; 
To thy great name, with heart and tongue, 
Our cheerful homage faise. 

3 Thy mild, thy wise and righteous reign, 

Let every being own ; 
And in our minds, thy work divine, 
Erect thy gracious throne. 



4 As angels in the heayeolj worlds 

Thy blessed commands fulfil ; 
So may thy creatures here below 
Perform thj holy will. 

5 On thee we day by day depend, 

And on thy care rely : 
Give us each day our daily bread. 
And every want supply. 

6 Extend thy grace to every fault ; 

Oh, let thy love forgive ! 
Teach us divine forgiveness too^ 
Nor let resentments live, 

7 Where tempting snares bestrew the way. 

Permit us not to tread ; 
And threatening evils, Lord, avert 
■ From our unguarded head. 

8 Thy sacred name we thus adore, 

With cheerful, humble mind ; 
And praise thy goodness, power, and tmth. 
Eternal, unconfined I 

ExKTBR Coll. 



25. c. M. 
The Univenal Prayer, 

1 Father of all ! whose cares extend 

To earth's remotest shore ! 
Through every age let praise ascend ; 
Let every clime adore. 

2 What conscience dictates to be done, 

Or warns me not to do, 
This, teach me more than death to shun. 
That, more than life pursue. 

3 If I am right, thy grace impart. 

Still in the right to stay ; 
If I am wrong, O teach my heart 
To find the better way ! 
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4 Save me alike from foolish pride, 

Or impious discontent ; 
At aught thy wisdom has denied, 
Or aught thy goodness lent. 

5 Teach me to feel another's wo, 

To hide the faults I see ; 

That mercy I to others show, 

That mercy show to me. 

6 This day, he hread and peace my lot ; 

But all heneath the sun, 
Thou know'st if best bestowed or not ; 
And let thy will be done. 

7 To thee, whose temple is all space, 

Whose altar, earth, sea, skies. 
One chorus let all beings raise. 
All nature's incense rise ! 



Pope. 



26. c. M. 

The excellency of the Holy Scriptures. 

1 Father of mercies ! in thy word 
What endless glory shines ! 
Forever be thy name adored, 
For these celestial lines ! 

t Here may the wretched sons of want 
Exhaustless riches find ; 
Riches above what earth. can grant, 
And lasting as the mind. 

3 Here, the fair tree of knowledge grows. 

And yields a free repast ; 
Sublimer sweets than nature knows. 
Invite the longing taste. 

4 Here, springs of consolation rise. 

To cheer the fainting mind ; 
And thirsty souls receive supplies. 
And sweet refreshment find. 



5 may.tlij Gospel ever be 
Our study and delight ; 
And still new beauties may we see, 
And still increasing light ! 

Mas. Stxble. 



27. 8, 8, 6 M. 
7%e ParenVs Prayer, 

1 Fatber of all, whose sovereign will 
Hath called thy servant to fulfil 

The parent's tender part ! 
With gifts and graces from above, 
With calmest care, and wisest love. 

Instruct my simple heart. 

2 O may I every moment see 
The end for which alone to me 

Thou hast my children given ! 
A blessed instrument divine, 
Through thee, to make and keep them thine, 

And train them up for heaven. 

3 My first concern their souls to rear. 
And, principled with godly fear. 

In virtue's paths to lead ; 
The hunger after thee excite. 
And stir them up with all their might 

To seek their living, bread. 

4 Thou, Lord ! my every wish prevent. 
And guard whom thou to me bast lent. 

And guide them by thine eye ; 
Conduct— or to thyself receive : 
O let them to thy glory live. 

Or innocently die ! 

CBi^aLss WxfiLxr, Alt'd. 
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28. Li M. 
Family JhUies and Blessings, Gen* xviiu 19. 

1 Father of men ! thy care we bless, 
Which crowns our families with peace : 
Fronv thee they sprung, and by thy hand 
Their root and branches are sustained. 

2 To God, most worthy to be praised. 
Be our domestic altars raised ; 

Though Lord of heaven, he deigns to dwell 
With saints in their obscurest cell, 

3 To him let each united house, 
Morning' and night, present its vows : 
Our servants there, and rising race, 
Be taught his precepts and his grace. 

4 Then shall the charms of wedded love 
Still more delightful blessings prove ; 
And parents' hearts shall overflow, 
With joys that parents only know. 

5 O may each future age proclaim 
The honours of thy glorious name ; 
While pleased and thankful, we remove 
To join the family above ! 

Doddridge. 



29. c. M. 
Prudence. 

1 Father of light ! conduct my Aset 

Through life's dark dangerous road ; 
Let each advancing step still bring 
Me nearer to my God. 

2 Let heav'n-ey'd prudence be my guide, 

And when I go astray, 
Recal my feet from folly's path, 
To wisdom's better way. 

3 Teach me in every various scene 

To keep my end in sight \ 

21 
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And whilst I tread life's mazy track, 
Let wisdom guide me right. 

4 That heavenly wisdom from above 

Abundantly impart ; 
And let it guard, and guide, and warm, 
And penetrate my heart : 

5 Till it shall lead me to thyself, 

Fountain of bliss and love ; 
And all my darkness be dispers'd. 
In endless light above. 



Smart. 



30. L. M. 
The Lord's Supper. 

1 Father ! and is thy table spread ? 
And does thy cup with love o'erflow ? 
Thither be all thy children led, 

And let them all its sweetness know. 

2 let thy table honoured be, 

And furnish'd well with joyful guests ; 
And may each soul salvation see. 
That here its sacred pledges tastes. 

3 Let crowds approach, with hearts prepar'd ; 
With warm desire let all attend ; 

Nor, when we leave our Father's board. 
The pleasure or the profit end. 

4 Revive thy dying churches. Lord ! 
And bid bur drooping graces live ; 
And more that energy afford, 

A Saviour's death alone can give. 

5 Nor let thy spreading gospel rest, 

Till through the world thy truth has ruo., 

Till with this bread all men be blest. 

Who see the light or feel the sun ! 

Doddridge. 
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3^1. 8, 8, 6 M. 
Prayer of youthful resignation and faith. 

1 Frail ilio' my young devotions be, 
1 humbly dare look up to thee, 

My Father, and my God ! 
For I have felt affliction's power, 
And yet in sorrow's darkest hour, 

Have marked a parent's rod. 

2 I pray not for this world's vain hope, 
The soul desires a larger scope. 

Destined to live forever : . 
I ask not many years to live, 
But that in those thou will'st to give, 

I may forget thee never. 

3 In every varying moment still 
May my whole duty be thy will ; 

And may I meet each trial 
With fortitude resign'd and pure, 
A spirit anchorM to endure, 

And holy self-denial. 



32. L. M. 
Jin Evening Hymn* 

1 Glory to thee, my God ! this nightj 
For all the blessings ofHhe light : 
Keep me, O keep me ! King of kings ! 
Beneath thine own almighty wings. 

2. Forgive me. Lord ! through thy dear Son, 
The ill that I this day have done. 
That with the world, myself, and thee, 
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be. 

3 O may my soul on thee repose. 

And with sweet sleep mine eyelids close ; 
Sleep that shall me more vigorous make 
To serve my God when I awake. 



i 
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4 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow ! 
Praise him, all creatures here below ! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly choir ! 
O may his praise my soul inspire ! 

Bp. Ksk, Alt's. 



o3. Ts. M. 
Penitential. 

1 God of mercy ! God of love ! 
Hear our sad, repentant songs ; 
Listen to thy suppliant race. 
Thou to whom all grace belongs ! 

2 Deep regret for follies past. 
Talents wasted, time misspent ; 
Hearts debased by worldy cares. 
Thankless for the blessings lent ; 

3 Foolish fears and fond desires^ 
Vain regrets for things as vain ; 
Lips too seldom taught td praise, 
Oil to murmur and complain ; 

4 These, and every secret fault^j 
Filled with grief and shame we own ; 
Humbled at thy feet we bow. 
Seeking pardon from thy throne. 

5 God of mercy ! God of grace ! 
Hear our sad repentant songs ; 
O restore thy suppliant race. 
Thou to whom all grace belongs ! 



J, TAVI.OR. 



34. li M» 

Steadfastness and Watchfulness implored. 

1 Great God ! my Father and my Friend, 
On whom I cast my constant care. 
On whom for all things I depend ! 
To thee I raise my humble \ir«iyev. 



\ 
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2 Endue me with a holy fear ; '* 
The frailtj of my heart reveal ; 

Sin and its snares are always near, 
Thee may I always nearer feel. 

3 O that to thee my constant mind 
May with a steady flame aspire ; 

, Pride in its earliest motions find, 
And check the rise of wrong desire ! 

4 O that my watchful soul may ^y 
The first perceived approach of sin ; 
Look up to thee when dang«»r's nigh, 
And feel thy fear control within ! 

5 Search, gracious God ! my inmost heart ; 
From guilt and error set me free ; 

Thy light and truth and peace impart, 
And- guide me safe to heaven and thee. 

ExETBB. Coll. 



f: . 
35. L. M. 

Goodness of God. 

1 God is good ! Each perfumed flower, 
The smiling fields, the dark green wood. 
The insect, fluttering for an hour, — 

All things proclaim, that — Ood is good. 

2 I hear it in the rushing wind ; 
Hills that have for ages stood. 

And clouds, with gold and silver lined. 
Are still repeating — God is good. 

3 Each little rill that many a year 
Has the same verdant path pursued, 
And every bird, in accents clear. 
Repeats the song, that — God is good. 

4 The restless main, with haughty roar, 

. And each wild wave, and billow rude, 
.1 . ■ 

21* 
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Retreats submissive from the shore, 
And joins the chorus — God m good, 

5 Unnumbered hosts of twinkling stars, 
Which dolhe keenest sight elude, 
The rising Sun each day declares 
In rays of glory — God is good, 

6 The moon that walks in brightness, says, 
That God is good — and man, endued 
With power to speak his Maker's praise, 
Should still repeat, that — God is good. 

Miscellany 



36. 8,8,6 M. 
Benevnlenee. 

1 Hail, love divine ! joys ever new, 
While thy kind dictates we pursue. 

Our souls delighted share ; 
Too high for sordid minds to know, 
Who on thenMKlves alone bestow 

Their wishes and their care. 

2 By thee inspired, the generous breast, 
In blessing others only blessed. 

With kindness large and free. 
Delights the widow's tears to stay, 
To teach the blind their smoothest way, 

And aid the feeble knee. 

3 God ! with sympathetic care. 
In others' joys and griefs to share. 

Do thou our hearts incline 
Each low, each selfish wish control. 
Warm with benevolence the soul. 

And make us wholly thine. 

Blacklock. 



■^; 
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37. c. M. 

J^dvantages of early Religion. 

1 Happy is he whose early years 

Receive instruction well ; 
Who hates the sinner^s path, and fears 
The road that leads to hell. 

2 For youth devoted to the Lord, 

Is pleasing in his eyes ; 
A flower when ofTered in the bud, 
Is no vain sacrifice. 

3 'Tis easier work, if we begin 

To fe^r the Lord betimes ; 
While sinners who grow old in sin, 
Are hardened in their crimes. 

4 It saves us from a thousand snares 

To mind religion young ; 
With joy it crowns succeeding years, 
And makes our virtue ayrong. 

5 To thee, Almighty God ! to thee 

Our hearts we now resign ; 
'Twill please us to look back and see 
That our whole lives were thine. 

6 may the \vork of prayer and praise 

Employ our daily breath I 
Thus we're prepared for future days, 
Or fit for early death. 



Watts. 



38. L. M. 
The Beatitudes. Mat. v. 3—12. 

1 Happy the unrepining poor ; 
For them the heavenly rest is sure. 
Whose patient minds, in every ill, 
Submissive meet their Maker's will. 
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2 Happy the contrite, who lament 
Their wasted hours in sin misspent ; 
Reclaimed from sin, they shall obtain 
£ternal joys for transient pain. 

3 Happy the meek, by wisdom taught 

To check each proud, resentful thought ; 
For them earth spreads the feast of life, 
Unmixed with bitterness or strife. 

4 Happy the souls that grow in grace, 
Hunger and thirst for righteousness ; 
For them a full and rich supply 
Shall be prepared in worlds on high, 

6 Happy the men who mercy show 
To all that need, or friend or foe ; 
To them like mercy shall be shown, 
When God's just sentence all shall own. 

6 Happy the pure in heart ! for they 
Still holding on in virtue's way. 

When faith and hope are changed to sight, 
Shall see their«€rod in cloudless light. 

7 Happy the men of peaceful life, 
Who win to peace the sons of strife ; 
They shall be called the sons of God, 
The heirs of his serene abode. 

8 And happy those who take the cross. 
For truth encounter pain and loss. 

And suffer shame for Christ, their Lord ; 
For great in heaven is their reward ! 



39. c. M 
TJie Mission of Christ Luke t©. 18, 19. 

1 Hark, the glad sound ! the Saviour comes, 
The Saviour promised long ; 
Let every heart a throne prepare, 
And every voice a song. 
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2 On him the spirit largely poured, 

Exerts its holy fire ; 
Wisdom and might and zeal and love, 
His sacred breast inspire. 

3 He comes the prisoners to release, 

In wretched bondage held ; 
The gates of brass before him burst, 
The iron fetters yield. 

4 He comes, from thickest films of vice 

To clear the mental ray ; 
And on the eyeballs of the blind, 
To pour celestial day. 

5 He comes, the broken heart to bind, 

The bleeding soul to cure ; 
And with the treasures of his grace. 
Enrich the humble poor. 

6 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 

Thy welcome shall proclaim ; 
And heaven's eternal arches ring 
With thy beloved name ! 



Doddridge. 



40 7s. M. 

Humble Adoration, 

1 Holy, holy, holy Lord ! 

Be thy glorious name adored : 
Lord ! thy mercies never fail ; 
Hail, celestial goodness, hail ! 

2 Though unworthy, Lord ! thine jBar, 
Deign our humble songs to hear ; 
Purer praise we hope to bring. 
When around thy throne we sing. 

3 While on earth ordained to stay, 
Guide our footsteps in thy way ; 
Then on high we'll joyful raise 
Songs of everlasting praise. 
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4 Lord ! thy mercies never fail ; 
Hail ! celestial goodness, hail ! 
Holy, holy, holy Lord ! 

Be thy glorious name adored. 

Salisbury Collsction. 



41. c. 31. 
Hymn for a Sunday School. 

1 Hear, Lord ! the song of praise and prayer, 

In heaven thy dwelling place, 

From infante made the public care 

And taught to seek thy face ! 

2 Thanks for thy word and for thy day ; 

And grant us we implore. 
Never to waste in sinful play 
Thy holy sabbaths more. 

3 Thanks that we hear — but impart 

To each, desires sincere. 
That we may listen with our heart. 
And learn as well as hear ! 

4 Wisdom and bliss thy word bestows, 

A sun that ne'er declines ; 
And be thy mercies showered on those 
Who placed us where it shines ! 

COWPBK. 



42. L. M. 
Pious Friendship. 

1 How blessM the sacred tie that binds 
In union sweet, according minds ! 
How swift the heavenly course they run. 
Whose hearts, whose faith, whose hopes are one ! 

2 To each, the soul of each how dear ! 
What jealous love, what holy Ceac t 
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How doth the generous flume within 
Refine from earthy and cleanse from sin ! 

3 Their streaming eyes together flow 
For human guilt and mortal wo ; 
Their ardent prayers together rise, 
Like mingling flames in sacrifice. 

4 Together both they seek the place 
Where God reveals his awful face : 

How high, how strong, their raptures swell, 
There's none but kindred souls can tell. 

6 Nor shall the glowing flame expire 
When nature droops her sickening fire j 
Then shall they meet in realms above, 
A heaven of joy because of love. 

Mrs. Baabactld. 



43. s. M. 
Family Affection founded on Religious PrindflM, Ps. exxxiii, 

1 How pleasing, Lord ! to see, 
How pure is the delight. 

When mutual love, and love to thee, 
A family unite. 

2 From these celestia^prings 
Such streams of comiort flow, 

As no increase of riches brings, 
Nor honours can bestow. 

3 All in their stations move, 
And each performs his part, 

In all the cares of life and love. 
With sympathising heart. 

4 Formed for the purest joys. 

By one desire possessed, * 

One aim the zeaKof all employs — 
To make each other blessed. ^ 
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5 No bliss can equal theirs, 
Where such affections meet : 

While mingled praise and mingled prayers 
Make their communion sweet. 

6 'Tis the same pleasure fills 
The breast in worlds above ; 

yfhore joy like morning dew distils, 
And all the air is love. 

Watts, 



44. L. M. 
Meekness, 

1 Happy the meek, whose gentle breast, 
Clear as the summer's ev'ning ray. 
Calm as the regions of the blest, 
Enjoys on earth celestial day. 

2 His heart ho broken friendships sting, 
No storms his peaceful tent invade ; 
He rests beneath th' almighty wing. 
Hostile (o none, of none afraid, 

3 Spirit of grace ! all meek and mild, 
Inspire our breasts, our souls possess. 
Repel each passion rude and wild. 
And bless us, as we aim to bless. 



Scott. 



45. c. M. 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, Rev, jtrm. 14. 

1 Hear what the voice from heav'n proclaims, 
For all the pious dead ; 
Sweet is the savour of their names. 
And soil their dying bed. 

S They sleep in Jesus, and are bless'd : 
How calm their slumbers are ! 
From suflT'rings and from sins releas'd, 
And freed from ev'ry care. 
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3 Far from this world of toll and striffe. 
They're present with the Lord ; 
The labours of their mortal Ufo 
£nd in a large reward, 



Watts. 



46. L. M. 

Christian Patience, Consolation, a7id Hope, 

1 Is there no kind no lenient art, 
To heal the anguish of the heart ? 
To ease the heavy load of care, 
Which nature must, but cannot bear ? 

2 Can reason's dictates be obeyed ? 
Too weak, alas ! her strongest aid ; 
O let religion then be nigh, 
Whose consolations never die ! 

3 Her powerful aid supports the soul. 
And nature owns her strong controul ; 
While she unfolds the sacred page, 
Our fiercest griefs resign their rage. 

4 Then gentle patience smiles on pain, 
And dymg hope revives again ; 

Hope wipes the tear from sorrow's eye, 
And faith points upward to the sky : 

5 The promise guides her ardent flight. 
And joys, unknown to sense, invite 
Those blissful regions to explore. 
Where pieasurq blQotps to fade no more. 

H^B, Stbelx. 



47. L. M. 

Justice, 

1 If high or low our station be. 
Of noble or ignoble name, 

52 



By uncorrupt integrity, 

Thy blessing. Lord, we humbly claim. • 

2 The upright man no want shall fear ; 
Thy providence shall be his trust ; 
Thou wilt provide his portion here, 
Thou friend and guardian of the just. 

3 May we, with most sincere delight, 
To all, the test of duty pay ; 
Tender of every social right, 
Obedient to thy righteous sway. 

-4 Such virtue thou wilt not forget. 

In that blest world, where virtue shares 

A fit reward, though not of debt, 

But what thy boundless grace prepares. 

ReFOBMSD itltVBGT. 



48. 8. M. 
2%e eommufiion. 

1 Jesus, the friend of man, 
Invites around his board. 

Those who his spirit share, to hold 
Communion with their Lord. 

2 Here we show forth that love 
Which spake in every breath. 

Prompted each action of his life. 
And triumph'd in his death. 

3 Our heav'nly Father calls 
Christ and his members one ; 

Alike the children of his love, 
And he the first-born son. 

4 One faith, one hope, one Lord, 
One God alone we know ; 

Brethren we are ; let ev'ry heart 
With kind affections glow. 
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h Let all our pow'rs unite, 
His hoDour'd name to raise ; 

Let grateful joj fill every mind, 
And ev'ry voice be praise. 

6 Warm'd with our master's love, 
And God's unmeasur'd grace ; 

O let our thankful hearts expand, 
And all mankind embrace. 



WATTf. 



! '. 49. L, M. 

The HouBC of God. 

1 Lo, God is here ! let us adore, 
And humbly bow before his face ; 
Let all within us feel his power. 
Let all within us seek his grace. 

S Lo, God is here ! him day and night 
Th' united choirs of angels sing : 
To him, enthron'd above all height, 
Heav'n's host their noblest praises bring. 

3 Being of beings ! may our praise 

Thy courts with grateful fragrance fill ; 

Still may we stand before thy face, 

Still hear and do thy sovereign will. 

Salisbury Collection. 



50. H. M. 

Fruitful Showers t Emblenu of the Effeete of the Goipel Tsaf. 

iv, 10, 11. 

1 Mare the sofl failing snow. 

And the descending rain ! 

To heav'n, from whence it fell, 

It turns not back again ; 
But waters earth Thro' ev'ry pore, 

And^calls forth all Her secret store. 
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2 Array'd ia beauteous greea 
The hills and valliea shine ; 
And man and beast are fed 
By providence divine : 

The harvest bows Its golden ears^ 

The copious seed Of future years^ 

3 So, saitb the God of grace, 
My gospel shall descend, 
Almighty to effect 

The purpose I intend : 
Millions of souls Shall feel its powV, 

And bear it down To millions more. 

DODDRISGX. 



61. C. M. 

A Living and a Dead Faith, 

1 Mistaken souls, that dream of heaven, 

And make their empty boast 
Of inward joys, and sins forgiven, 
And yet are slaves to lust \ 

2 Vain are our fancies' airy flights. 

If faith be cold and and dead ; 
Nought but a living power unites 
To Christ the living Head. 

3 'Tis faith that purifies the heart ; 

'Tis faith that works by love ; 
That bids all sinful joys depart. 
And lifts the thoughts above : 

4 ^Tis faith that conquers earth and hell 

By a celestial power ; 
This is the grace that shall prevail 
In the decisive hour. 

5 Faith must obey our Father's will 

As well as trust his grace, 
And strive to keep his favour still, 
By growing holiness. 

Watts alt'i>. 
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52, L. M. 

Retirement and Meditation. 

1 Mt God ! permit me not to be 
A stranger to myself and thee ; 
Amidst ten thousand thoughts I rove, 
Forgetful of my highest love. 

2 Why should my hopes be fixed on earth, 
And thus- debase my heavenly birth ? 
Why should I cleave to things below, 
And let my God, my Father, go ? 

9 Call me away from flesh and sense ; 
Thy gracious word can draw me thence : 
I would obey the voice divine, 
And all inferior joys resign. 

4 Be earth, with all her scenes, withdrawn ; 
Let noise and vanity be gone ; 
In secret silence of the mind. 
My heaven, and there my God, I find. 

Watt». 



53. c. M 
On Recovery from a dangerous Sickness. 

1 My God ! thy service well demands 

The remnant of my days ; 
Why was this fleeting breath renewed 
But to renew thy praise ? 

2 Thine arms of everlasting love 

Did this weak frame sustain. 
When life was hovering o'er the grave, 
And nature sunk in pain. 

3 Calmly I watched my ebbing life ; 

I knew thy time was best ; 
Nor feared t' obey my Father's call. 
To his eternal rest. 
22* 
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4 Into thy hands, my gracious God, 

Did I my soul resign, 
And humbly trusted in thy gracOi 
For pardoning love is thine. . 

5 Back from the borders of the grave, 

At thy command- 1 come ; 
Nor would I wish a speedier flight 
To my celestial home. 

6 Where thou appaintest mine abode, 

There would I choose to be ; 
For in thy presence death is life. 
And earth is heaven with thee. 



DODDRIVCK. 



54. L. M. 
God our Helper. 1 Sam, vii, 12. 

1 My Helper, God ! I bless thy name ; 
The same thy power, thy grace the same : 
The tokens of thy friendly care 

Open, and crown, and close the year. 

2 Amidst ten thousand deaths I stand. 
Supported by thy guardian hand ; 
And see when I survey thy ways, 
Ten thousand monuments of praise. 

3 Thus far thine arm hath led me on ; 
Thus far I make thy mercy known ; 
And while I tread this desert land, 
New blessings shall new songs demand. 

4 My grateful soul on Jordan's shore, 
Shall raise one sacred pillar more : 
Then bear in thy bright courts above, 
Inscriptions of immortal love. 

DOOJDRIDCE. 
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55, L. M. 

Trtut in the Divine Goodneis, 

1 Mt God, I thank thee ! may no thought 
E'er deem thy chastisements severe ; 
But may this heart by sorrow taught, 
Calm each wild wish, each idle fear. 

S Thy mercy bids all nature bloom ; 
The sun shines bright, and man is gay ; 
Thine equal mercy spreads the gloom, 
That darkens o'er his little day. 

p Full many a throb of grief and pain 
Thy frail and erring child must know ; 
But not one prayer is breathed in vain, 
Nor does one tear unheeded flow. 

4 Thy various messengers employ ; 
Thy purposes of love fulfil ; 
And mid the wreck of human joy, 
May kneeling faith adore thy will. 



No&TON. 



66. s. M. 
roite for spiritual and temporal Blessings, Ps* (tit. 1 — 7. 

1 O BLESS the Lord our souls ! 
Let all within us join, 

And aid our tongues to bless his name, 
Whose favours are divine. 

2 O bless the Locd, our souls ! 
Nor let his mercies lie 

Forgotten in unthaukfuln^ss. 
And without praises die. 



3 'Tis he forgives ou resins, 
'Tis he relieves our pain ; 

'Tis he that heals our sicknesses. 
And gives us strength again. 
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4 He crowns our lives with love^ 
When rescued from the' grave ; ' • 

He who redeems our souls from death. 
From every ill can save. 

5 He fills the poor with good ; 
He gives the sufferers rest ; 

The Lord hath judgments for the proud, 
And mercy for the oppressed. 

6 His wondrous works and ways 
He made by Moses known ; 

But sent the world his truth and grace . 
By his beloved Son. 

Watt 



57. L. M. 
The aged Chri$tain, longing for Heaven, 

1 O COULD I soar to worlds above, 
That bless'd abode of peace and love ! 
How gladly would I mount and fly 

On angel's wings to joys on high ! 

2 But ah ! still longer must I stay, 

Ere darksome night is changed to day ; 
More crosses, sorrows, conflicts bear, 
Exposed to trials, pains, and care. 

3 Then let these troubles still abound ; 
Let thorns and briars strew the^ ground ; 
Let storms and tempests dreadful come, 
Till I arrive at heaven my home. 

4 My Father know% what road is best. 
And how to lead to peace and rest ; 
To him I cheerful give my all, 

Go where he guides, and wait his call. 

6 When he commands my soul away, 
Not kingdoms then should tempt my stay 



m 

WJitk rapture I shall wake and rise 
To joia my friepds ftbgv^ the skies, 



P&OUD. 



do. L. M* 

The resurrection of Chriet, 

I Our Lord is risen from the dead, 
Our Saviour is gone up on high ; 
The powers of hell are captive led, 
Dragged to the portals of the sky. 

S There his triumphal chariot waits, 
And angels chant their solemn lay : 
* Lift up your heads, ye heavenly gates ! 
Te Everlasting doors give way !' 

3 Loose all your bars of massy light. 
And wide unfold the etherial scene ; 
He burst the bands of death and night, 
And heaven receives the Qonqueror in. 

4 Whom did the Lord of Life subdue ? 
The tyrant death his arm o'ercame. 
The world and hell his power o'erthrew ; 
And Jesus is the Conqueror's name. 

5 Who is the King of glory ? Who ? 

The Christ, with God's own power possessed, 
And made our King and Saviour too ; 
Thanks be to God, forever blessed ! 

Edward Taylor. 



59. c. M. 

Resignation, or Good out of Evil* 

1 O RESIGNATION ! heavenly power ! 
Our warmest thoughts engage ; 
Thou art the safest guide of youth. 
The sole support of ag6. 
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S Teach ui the hand of love divine 
In eviU to discern ; 
'Tis the first lesson which we need. 
The latest which we learn. 

9 Is resignation's lesson hard ? 
On trial we shall find 
It makes us give up nothing more 
Than anguish of the mind. 

4 Resign, and all the pain of life 

That moment we remove ; 
The heavy load of grief and care^ 
Devolves on one ahove. 

5 Thy will is welcome, let it wear 

Its most tremendous form ; 
Though tempests rise, we know that thou 
Canst save us from the storm. 

Touiro, jLJst*u, 



60. L. M. 
Death of a virtuoui Friend, 

1 O stay thy tears for they are blest, 
Whose days are past, — whose toil is done j 
Here midnight cares disturb our rest. 
Here sorrow dims the noonday-sun. 

2 For labouring virtue's anxious toil, 
For patient sorrow's stifled sigh, 

For faith that marks the conqueror's spoil, 
Heaven grants the recompense, to die. 

9 How blest are they, whose transient years 
Pass like an evening meteor's flight ; 
Nor dark with guilt, nor dim with tears ; 
Whose course is short, unclouded, bright. 

4 O ! cheerless were our lengthened way. 
But heaven's own light dispels the gloom ; 
Streams downward from eternal day, 
And casts a glory round the tomb. 



\ 
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5 Then stay those tears, — the blessed abore 
Have hailed a spirit's heavenly birth ; 
Sung a new song of joy and love, 
And why should anguish reign on earth ? 

NoRToir. 



61. c. M. 
Lord's Supper, 

1 O HERE, if ever, God of love ! 

Let strife and tumult cease ; 
And ev'ry thought harmonious move, 
And ev'ry heart be peace. 

2 Not here, where met to think on him, 

Whose latest thoughts were oars, 
Shall mortal passions come, to dim 
The prayer devotion pours. 

3 No, gracious master, not in vain 

Thy life of love hath been ; 
The peace thou gav'st, may yet remain, 
Though thou no more art seen. 

4 " Thy kingdom come ;" we watch, we wait, 

To hear thy cheering call ; 
When heav'n shall ope its glorious gate, 
And God be all in all. 

Miss EL Tatlob. 



62 L. M. 

Importunate Prayer. "Ask, and ye shall receive.*' Matt, vii. > 

7, &c. 

1 Our Father, thron'd above the sky, 
To thee, our empty hands we spread ; 
Thy children at thy footstool lie. 
And ask thy blessings on the^r head. 

S With cheerful hope and filial fear, 
In that august and preciou» j^ame, 
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Bj thee ordain'd, we now draw nbar, 
And would the promis'd blessing claina. 

3 Does not an earthly parent hear 
The cravings of his famish'd son ? 

•Will he reject the filial prayer, 
Or mock him with a cake of stone ? 

4 Our heavenly Father, how much mbre 
Will thy divine compassion rise \ 
And open thy unbounded store 

To satisfy thy children's cries ? 

5 Yes, we will ask, and seek, and press 
For gracious audience to thy seat ; 
Still hoping, waiting for success^ 

If persevering to entreat. 

6 For Jesus in his faithful word 
The patient supplicant has blest ; 
And kll thy saints with one accord 
The prevalence of prayer attest. 



Scott. 



63. c. M. 
Trust in God, under the Triah of Virtue. 

1 Plac'd on the verge of youth, my mind 

Life's opening scenes surveyed ; 
I viewed its ills of various kind, 
Afflicted and afraid. 

2 But chief my fear the dangers moved 

That virtue's path inclose ; 
My heart the wise pursuit approved, 
But O, what toils oppose ! 

3 For see, while yet her unknown ways 

With doubtful step I tread, 

' A hostile world its terrors raise, 

Its snares delusive spreads 



265 

* 

4 O ho'vv shaH I, wi(h heart prepared, 

Those terrors learn {a meet ? 
How from the thousand snares to guard 
My inexperienced feet ? 

5 Let faith suppress each rising fear, 

Each anxious doubt exclude ; 
My Maker's will has placed mo here, 
A Maker wise and good. 

6 lie to my every trial knows 

Its jiist restraint to give ; 
Attentive to behold my woes, 
And faithful to relieve. 

7 Then why thus heavy, O my soul ? 

Say why, distrustful still, 
Thy thoughts with vain impatience roll 
O'er scenes of future ill ? 

8 Though griefs unnumbered throng theo round. 

Still in thy God confide ; 
Whose finger marks the seas their bound, 



And curbs the rolling tide. 



Merrick. 



64. c. M 
Universal Praise. 

1 Praise ye the Lord, immortal choir. 

Who fill the realms above : 
Praise him, who form'd yon of his fire. 
And feeds you with his love. 

2 Sh,ine to his praise, ye crystal akies, 

The floor of his abode ; 
Or veil the lustre of your eyes, 
Before a brighter God. 

3 Thou central globe of golden light, 

Whoso beams create our days ; 
Join with the silver queen of night| 
To own your borrow'd rays. 

23 
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Blush and refund the honours paid 

To your inferior names ; 
Tell the blind world your orbs are f^ J 






By his exhaustless flames. 



I 




Winds, ye shall bear his name aloud. 
Through the etherial blue ! 
'v For when his chariot is a cloud, 
He makes his wheels of you. 

/€ Thunder and hail, and fire and stormik 
The troops of his command, ^^ 

Appear in all your awful forms, 
'^ And speak his potent hand. 
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£5. 7s. M. 
Praise in Prosperity and Adversii^n^ 

1 Praise to God, immortal praise, 
For the love that crowns our days ;\V^ 
Bounteous -Source of every joy, 
Let thy praise our songs employ. 

2 For the blessings of the field, 
For the stores the gardens yield. 
For the vine's exalted juice. 
For the generous olive's use ; 

3 Flocks that whiten all the plain, 
Yellow sheaves of ripen'd grain. 
Clouds that drop their fattening de^ 
Suns that temperate warmth difiuse 

4 All that spring with bounteous hand 
Scatters o'er the smiling hind ; 
All that liberal autumn pours 
From her rich o'erflowing stores ; 

5 These to thee, our God, we owe, 
Source, whence all our blessings flo\>P^ 
And for these our souls shall raise ,^\ 
Gtateful vows and solemn praise. V 

'^^■ 





6 Canst thou, my soul ! these wonders trace, 
And not admire Jehovah's grace ? 
Canst thou behold thj Prophet's power, 
And not the God he served adore ? 

Butcher. 



77. c. M. 

4 
•> 

Habitual Devotion, 

1 While thee I seek, protecting Power ! 
Be my vain wishes stilled ; 
And may this consecrated hour 
With better hopes be filled. 

2 Thy love the powers of thought bestowed ; 

To thee my thoughts would soar : 
Thy mercy o'er my life has flowed ; 
That mercy I adore ! 

3 In each event of life, how clear 

Thy ruling hand I seet 
Each blessing to my soul more dear, 
Because conferred by thee. 

4 In every joy that crowns my days, 

In every pain I bear, 
My heart shall find delight in praise, 
Or seek relief in prayer. 

5 When gladness wings my favoured hour, 

Thy love my thoughts shall fill : 
Resigned, when storms of sorrow lower, 
My soul shall meet thy will. 

6 My lifted eye, without a tear, 

The gathering stoim shall see ; 
My steadfast heart shall know no fear : 
That heart shall rest on ihee ! 

Miss Williams. 
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73. 7s. M. 
The Shortne§8 of Life. 

1 WniLE with ceaseless crursc the sun 
•Hasted through the closinj^ }'**8r, 
Many souls their race hnve run, 
Never more to meet us here ! 

2 Finished here probation's day, 
They have done with all below ; 
We a little longer stay, 

But how littlo none can know. 

3 As the winged arrow flies. 
Quick the destined markto find ; 
As the lightning from the skies 
Darts, and leaves no trace behind ; 

4 So our brief and transient davs 
To their end speed swiftly on ; 
Soon we pass life's little space. 
Here to-day, to-morrow gone. 

5 Thanks for mercies past, receive ; 
Pardon of our sins renew ; 
Teach us. Lord ! by faith to live, 
With eternity in view. 

6 Bless thy word to young and old ; 
Fill our hearts with filial love ; 
And, when life's short tale is told, 
May we dwell with thee above ! 

Olney Htmn9, alt'jj 



79. L. »i. 

The one thing needful, Luke x. 42. 

1 Why should wo waste, in trifling cares, 
The lives divinje compassion spares, 
While, in the various range of thought, 
The one thing needful is Tbrgot ? 
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2 Shall God invite us from above, 
Shall Jesus urge his dying love, 

Shall wakened conscience give us paio, 
And all these pleas unite in vain ? 

3 Not so our eyes will always view * 
The objects which we now pursue ; 
Not so eternity appear, 

When death's decisive hour is near. 

■ 

4 Almighty God ! thine aid impart 
To fix conviction on the heart : 

Thy power can clear the darkest eyes, 
And make the haughtiest scorner wise. 

Doddridge, alt^d. 



80. L. M. 

Consolation to surviving Friends. 

IVeep not for me, but weep for yourselves, Luke xxiii. 2?. 

1 Why weep for those, frail child of woe. 
Who've fled and left thee mourning here ? 
Triumphant o'er their hitest foe, 

They glory in a brighter sphere. 

2 Weep not for them ; — beside thee now 
Perhaps they watch with guardian care, 
And witness tears that idly flow 

O'er those who bliss of angels share. 

3 Or round their Father's throne, above, 
With raptured voice his praise they sing ; 
Or on his mcssases of love 

They journey with unwearied wing. 

4 Spacff cannot check, thoogrht cannot bound 
The high exnitinff snnlst, whom ho 

Who formed these milli'»n worlds around, 
• Takes to his own eternity. 

24 
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5 Weep, weep no more ; their voices raise 
The son*; of triumph high to God ; 
And, wouidst thou join their song of praise, 
Walk humbly iu the path they trod. 

W. BoflTOir Coll. 



81. L. M. 

Peace of Conscience. 

I Whilst some in folly's pleasure roll, 
And seek the joys which hurt the soul, 
l\ii mine that silent culm repast, 
A peaceful conscience to the last : 

£ That tree which bears immortal fruity 
Without a canker at the root ; 
That Friend who never fails the just, 
When other friends desert their trust. 

3 With this companion in the shade, 
My soul no more shall be dismayed ; 
1 will dciy the midnight glciom. 
And the pale monarch of the tomb. 

4 Though God afflicts, I'll not repine, 
The noljlest comforts still are mine ; 
Comforts which shall o'er death prevail, 
And journey with me through the vale. 

5 Amidst the various scenes of ills. 
Each stroke some kind design fulfils ^ 
And shall i murmur at my G(*d, 
When sovereign love directs the rod ? 

G His hand will smooth my rugged way, 

And lead me to the realms of day ; 

To milder skies and brighter plains, 

Whero everlasting pleasuro reigns. 

£ifriBi«i»*t OoLi.. 
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82 L. M. 
Humility. 

1 Wherefore should man, frail child of clay, 
Who, from the cradlo to the shroud, 
Lives but ihe insect of a day — 

O why should mortal man be proud ? 

2 Plis brightest visions just appear, 
Then vanish, and no more are found ; 
The stateliest pile his pride can rear, 
A breath may level with the ground. 

3 By doubt perplex'd, in error lost, 
With trcm'.)ling step he seeks his way : 
How vain of wisdom's gifts the boast ! 
Of reason's lamp how faint the ray ! 

4 Follies and crimes, a countless sum, 
Are Crowded in life's little span : 
How ill, alas, does pride become 
That erring, guilty creature, man ! 

S^God of my life, Father divine ! 
Give me a jisek and lowly mind ; 



In modest HWtb, O let me shine. 
And peace in humble virtue iind. 



Ekfikld. 



83. c. M. 

The Providence of God in the Seaionf. 

1 With songs and honours sounding loud, 

Address the Lord on high ; 
Over the heavens he spreads his cloud. 
And waters veil the skv. 

2 He sends his showers of blessings down 

To cheer the plains below ; 
Ho makes the grass the mountains orown. 
And corn in vallics grow. 



3 His steady counsels change the face 

Of the declinini; year ; 
IIf> ))irls the sun cut short his race. 
And wintry days appear. 

4 He sends his word and melts the isnow ; 

The liehls no liinijer mourn : 
He calls the warmer ^ales to hlow, 
And bids the spring return. 

5 The chan«;innr wind, the flvinjr cloud. 

Obey his niijjhtv word : 
With RoniTs and honours sounding loud. 
Praise ye the Sovereign Lord ! 



WATTg. 



84. L. 31. 

Brotherly kirnlfiens from the precept and example of Christ. 

1 Ye folPwcrs oftbe Prince of Peace, 

Who round his table rlraw ! 
Reuinmlx'r whal bi«« spirit wasy^ 

What his peculiar law. i 

2 The love, which all his ho4^ fiU'd, 

Did all his actions jruido ; 
InspirM by l«»vp, ho liv'd and taught, 
Inspir'd by love, ho died. . 

3 And do you lovo him ? do you feci 

Your warm a!r<v;tio!s move ? 
This is the proof wbieh he demands. 
That you each oilier love. 

4 Let each the sacred law fulfil ; 

Like bis be ev'ry mind : 
Be ev'ry te:nj>er lorm'd by love, 
And ev'ry action kind. 

.9 Let none who call themselves his friends, 
Disgrace the honour'd name ; 
But by a near resemblance prove 
Tho title which they claim. 
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